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Marketeers should
cork toy gun debate

While the nation struggles with the prospect of in-
tensified gun-control laws, Eugene is dealing with a
gun-control argument of significantly less importance.

The controversy in Eugene doesn't involve assault
weapons, handguns or even B.B. guns. No. Eugene
residents are up in arms over a Saturday Market ven-
dor's right to sell his homemade cork guns.

It seems some Saturday Market shoppers and ven-
dors have taken exception to Norman Wright's 18-inch
toy guns. A poll of vendors and shoppers taken last
week showed that while 60 percent of the vendors
questioned supported Wright's right to sell the toys.
the same percentage of shoppers wants the cork guns
banned.

The Saturday Market Board of Directors and Offi
cers has not yet voted on the issue. The volte is sched-
uled for April 23.

Saturday Market has the reputation of
being an open environment where folks
from all walks of life can come together
and appreciate their differences. Ban-
ning Wright's toys would be a first step
in taking away that cultural freedom.

So far, the reasoning for the toy gun ban was
summed up best by Saturday Market Board Vice Chair-
woman Carol Berg. Berg told The Register-Guard that
she found the toys offensive, and that ' want to live in
a world without violence, a world where children
aren’t shooting each other.™

Mavbe she should take up permanent residence in
Disneyland

Contrary to what Berg and other cork-gun control
advocates sav, plaving with toy guns as a child does
not lead to a life as a criminal or serial killer. Many
children who play with guns go on to lead productive
lives without ever killing anyone

In fact, like any kind of censorship, a ban only n
creases the curiosity about the prohibited item. 2 Live
Crew and The Last Temptation of Christ are recent ex
amples. Children who aren’t allowed to play with guns
become fascinated with them. Children who are ex
posed to guns in a responsible manner become educat
ed about the danger and potential for destruction they
represent,

The larger issue involved with the toy gun control
debate is whether the Saturday Marketeers want to
plav the role of community censor. By banning the
toys, they can line themselves up with the likes of Jerry
Falwell, Pat Robertson, Ed Meese, Adolf Hitler and
other heroes of the 20th century

Il the trend of banning violence-related items is to
be consistent. no one should be allowed to sell the
works of Shakespeare (people are getting killed all the
time in those darn plays). Some of Ken Kesey's books
contain acts of violence, so naturally their sale would
be prohibited. Records, tapes and CDs olten contain
depictions ol violence, so the board would have to pro-
hibit the sale of all items related to them, such as tape
and CD racks.

After a point, censorship gets pretty ridiculous.
That is whv it's better not to start down the gray road
of judging what is good for other people.

The Saturday Market has the reputation of being an
open environment where folks from all walks of life
can come together and appreciate their differences
Banning Wright's toys would be a first step in taking
away that cultural freedom.

!nless someone wants to sell something that is pa-
tently offensive by community standards, or poses a
real threat to shoppers, the market’s board should
avoid making other people s decisions for them. If peo-
ple don't like the guns, they don't have to buy them.
But others who want to let their children play with a
toy that has been around since humans invented the
wheel should have the right. And if Norman Wright
wants to make and sell a handcrafted product that
could never harm anvone, he should have that right.

Page 2

Unfair idea
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