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Police already have
powers they need

The Oregon House passed a bill last week allowing
police officers to stop. question and detain people they
believe are about to commit a crime.

Rep. Kevin Mannix, D-Salem, said he sponsored
the bill because Oregon is the only state that won't al-
low police officers to approach and question a person
whao is about to commit a crime.

According to Mannix, under current law. if a po-
lice officer sees someone in a dark alley at 2. a.m., the
officer cannot stop that person and ask what they re
duing

Wrong! Police officers already have the right to
stop ind question suspicious individuals if there is rea-
sonale cause. Instead of enacting more legislation to
increase police powers, the state should better define
the word “'suspicious’” as it applies to behavior. They
should also increase the training and education of po-
lice officers as to police rights and limits when stop-
ning and guestioning people

Of course, for the entire system to work, citizens
must better educate themselves as to their own rights if
stopped by a police officer for “*suspicious activity” or
for appearing to be “about to commit a crime. "’

Everyone agrees police should be allowed to fight
crime and criminals as effectively as possible. And if
all policeman were perfect crime fighting “robocops”
without human flaws such as racism or personal bi-
ases, this law would be fine. But as the beating of Rod-
ney King in Los Angeles proved. the police department
is made up human beings just like the rest of society.

Giving police the right to pull over anvone they
think might be about to commit a crime is just too
much power. Will suspicion mean the cop doesn’t
think people of color should be in particular neighbor-
hoods after hours? Will people driving less expensive
automobiles be free to roam through the “'good side of
town''?

Why open up the laws so police could more easily
justity such cases?

The large majority of policeman are honest, up-
standing citizens. But in the interest of civil rights and
fair treatment for everyone, they do not need more
power. House Bill 2921 just increases the ambiguity
surrounding the policy of what constitutes suspicion.

More importantly, in light of the terrifying. vet en-
lightening. incident in Los Angeles, citizens should
have some role in overseeing claims of police harass-
ment and abuse. Instead of giving police more power,
local governments should create a police review board
— an independent commission made up of citizens
and police officers who would review police actions
and policies.

Unfortunately, HB 2921 does not address review
boards, just police powers. Some legislators have said
the bill has a fair chance of becoming law, but the bill
still has to get through the Senate for approval. Two
vears ago the Oregon Senate defeated o similar bill
and it should be defeated again. The maore power one
grotip reccives, Hhe prester chanee it bas o almse 1
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LETTERS POLICY

The Oregon Daily Emerald will attempt to print all
letters containing comments on topics of interest to the
U'niversity community. Comments must be factually
accurate and refrain from personal attacks on the char
acter of others

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 words. legible, signed and the identification of the
writer must be verified when the letter is submitted

The Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for
length or style
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What'd we do

As responsible citizens of a
country which has just “‘won
a war, | think we need to know
what we did to this defeated
country of people Unfortunate
lv. this requires the exertion of
some effort. concern and sacri
ficing some personal time. |
know it's a bother, but trust
me, it s important

It's important to know that
the 115 was not as accurate as
they had hoped with  then
‘surgical”” bombing of lrag
High schools marketplaces
neighborhoods and bragi civil
lans were the targets of many of
our alhied bombs

Why was this information
not on the news? For some rea
son the U1'S government did
not think that the American
people would like to hear about
these atrocities. Nevertheless
they are a reality for the survi
vars

We know about the tortured
kuwattis, but most Americans
don’t know about the charred
Iracis. The entire Gulf War is a
tragedy and lor Americans o
treett 1t as a victory s blood
thirsty and ignorant

I'here is evidence of what we
did to lrag. The journalist and
former 'S Attorney General
Ramsey Clark made a video
--hu\\nl_;; much of the destroved
civilian hife in lrag. This video
i1s called Nowhere to Hide
but has not been allowed on the
major television networks

Call vour local news stations
and demand the ainng of this
Jhocking documentary Ihe
film will also be shown on

campus. so look for announce

ments
You owe it to bumanity
Andrea Abrell
Englhish
, -
Doesn’t mix
In response o the article
A mericans friendly not
friends"" ({QDE. Apr. 4]
ind this campus and
vou will hind many different
ethinu rouns representing

manyv nationalities: Dutch, Ger
man, African, Norwegian, Japa
nese French, Chinese and
Mexican. This campus is a ven
table nest of ethnic and nation

al diversity

During my experiences here
in the United States as a Japa
nese exchange student, 1 have
.:!h-m],m-‘t to enhance my un
derstanding of American cul
ture. | have found American
culture to be fascinating, offer
INg one unigque experience after
another

I have appreciated observing
the liberated spirit of Amern
cans and so have other foreign
“rs i||[|-1_1,;1n'|-- are cager 1o 1n
tegrate  liberating  principles
with their own cultural valves

However, in opposition to
our intercultural attitudes
many American students have
cthnocentric  attitudes I'he
1'S has been heralded as a

greal melting pot diverse
ethnic groups integrating with
each other

Unfortunately, it has been
my experience that Amencans
when given an aopportunity to
expand their knowledge of oth
er countries, simply turn their
cheeks the other way

I'he purpose for exchange
students is not onlv to broaden
the mind of the foreigner, but
.!i‘\i' L(}] |'i'|f':| “1| New ‘li'i"”Tl;”i
ties for the natives to meet in
ternationals

Instead of a melting pot
America 1s actually stew, vege
tables and meat, using Space tn
the same bowl, but always dis

tinct and never one

Kaz Negishi
Psychology

Rocked system

I'he recent findings regard
ing IFC Chair and ASUO presi
dential candidate Mike Colson
add further turmoil to a system
rocked with strife

Our student government
taces  diverse problems, the
least of which being the severe
budget ditficulties brought on
by Measure 5 An ASUQ execu
tive placed in doubt by allega
tions of unethical conduct will
be ineffective in dealing with
such problems. An effective
student  administration  must
provide a united fromt rather
than factionalized political con
lroversy

I'hus, we feel that Colson
should do the right thing and
withdraw from the ASUQ pres
idential race. Placing greater
pressure on an already tenuous
situation, Colson will be unable

Lo |r|:n\|||v the ll"-llil'lﬁhll' re
quired to steer the University
through these troubled times
Colson should show the stu
dents of the University that he
really cares. By withdrawing
he will place the future of the
University above his own per

sonal interests A )
Frances Stern

Dennis Westlind
Students

Prescription

Someone altered a residence
hall restroom sign to read
“womyn'' instead of women
and Teresa Knezek 18 upset
(ODE, Apr. 3). She can’t under
stand  why  many  womyn
choose to change the tradition
al spelling to show that we are
independent beings in our own
right. and not mere appendages
of men

Knezek resorts to sarcasm un
supported by logic to make her
point. She suggests that to be a
feminist is to say, 'l am so
weak and helpless in the face ot
the cruel oppression perpetuat
ed by our cruel, patriarchal so
ciety  that | demand special
treatment (and perhaps a heavy
dose ol prescription Tr<ll1i|‘.1|'l|,'
ers) to soothe my intlamed poli
tical sensibilities

“Hrsl' whao believe this praro
dy 1s sumplistic or inaccurate
must not try to argue. Knezek
claims to have heard it all, and
doesn’t want to listen to any
one with a different point of
View

I know there's no point in de
bating with the close-minded
Knezek, so | won't try. But | do
have one suggestion for her
She should consider changing
her major to something besides
psvchology. Or failing that, she
should stay out of the mental
health professions once she
graduates

It makes me really nervous to
think that someone with the at
titudes she professes might
someday have the power to
force prescription tranquilizers
(or worse treatments?) on those
whose politics she disagrees
with

If she finds the existence of
graffiti so profoundly upset
ting, she might consider that
being a janitor is an honorable
job

Betsy Brown
Eugene
Thursday, April 11, 1991
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