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LETTERS

where is the credible, reason-

just his sort of indiscreet valor
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Neither nor

It is tronic to see, in the letter
by Jonathan Bernstein and Jim
Bridge (ODE. Feb 14), the
claim  that “ignorance. often
prevails even the best intended
of protests

In addition to the minor
point that “prevail’’ is never a
transitive verb, | also note that,
in explaining the non-econom
ic reasons for fighting the Per
swan Gulf War, they themselves
demonstrate an appalling igno
rance of the inconsistencies in
Bush's position

Neither Reagan nor  Bush
ever aoticed what a “"mad
ruthless tyrant” Saddam Hus-
sein was while he was our ally
against lran. No one in the ad
ministration felt moved to de
fend the Kurds from chemical
weapons as long as Hussein
stood with America against the
Avatollah Khomeim

Neither Reagan nor  Bush
seemed to feel that “we cannot
allow one country to invade an
other and expect to get away
with it”" when those presidents
invaded, respectively, Grenada
and Panama

Bush did not regard a United
Nations Security Council reso
lution as a categorical impera
tive when it condemned his in-
vasion of Panama

Neither Bush nor Reagan ob
jected to arming the man Bern
stein and Bridge define a ““bar-
barian who has been twisted
with years of hate and aggres-
sion. "’

I have not forgotten that
America bombed an insane asy-
lum in Grenada by mistake
Now we have bombed civilians
in a shelter which an AP corre-
spondent who saw it described
as not apparently a military
structure

1. and other war protesters
can be in favor of ““freedom for
other people’” without wanting
to equal Hussein in aggression

Regina Psaki
Romance Languages

Nukes no option

Amid the din arising from
the clash of the pro and anti-
war voices that fill the air,

able and convincing voice we
need to hear, a voice that can
explain why the mixture of pa-
triotism, logic, morality and
historical accuracy is proving
to be so inmlvquutn o move
Americans toward each other
instead  of leaving the two
camps polarized, accusing each
other, unable to be moved by
the irrefutable commonality of
thetr humanity?

Bertrand Russel,
Hritish  philosopher,  once
wrote, 1 appeal as a human
being to human beings: above
all else remember vour humani-
ty and forget the rest If you can
do so, the way lies open to a
new  paradise; if you cannot,
nothing lies before you but uni-
versal death ™

At this point in human histo-
rv. must we not be starkly
aware of the validity of this ad-
monition? Yet, like the prover-
bial lemmings who periodically
march blindly to their death as
they follow their leader into the
sea, we too, mindlessly and
willinglv feed our loved ones
into the slavghterhouse of war
at the behest of our leaders

Bloody military engagements
are not a solution. They are the
problem

And when Vice President
Dan  Quavle  publicly  an-
nounces that the use of nuclear
weapons  to  defeat  Saddam
Hussein is a considered option,
(1t should not for a moment be
forgotten that he is only a
heartbeat away from the presi-
dency), it gives one sober pause
as we note the fraved thread
from which “the sword of
Damocles™ hangs so threaten
inglv over our heads

the famous

Joe Austin
Instructor
Peace, Glasnost,
and Perestroika

Indiscreet valor

A colleague of ours, Jim, has
notified me of late that he is go
ing to join the fight against
Saddam Hussein's evil tyranny

I find it comforting 10 know
that Jim will be out there, put-
ting himself in harm's way to
win one for his “Gipper."' It is

that makes for the kind of men
we need in the gulf.

That madman Hussein will
rue the day he decides to incur
the wrath of men like Jim
who knows what needs to be
done and is not afraid to tell us
how to do it.

My only reservation to Jim's
decision to enlist is that his ca-
reer in primary education will
have to be sacrificed for the
moment. But alas. Great men
are not satisfied to be merely
“kindergarten cops.”’

Kevin Miller
Student

Lacking logic

In her letter (ODE, Feb. 19).
Koalini Roberts’ logic is “'ques-
tionable at most.™

In designating the business
school as  “less important”
than other departments at the
University,  Roberts  employs
the same biased. normative
judgments she accuses the Uni-
versity of making in its choice
of programs to be cut

It doesn’t follow that because
students are business majors,
they will be consumed by a re-
lentless drive to “'seek profit at
any cost.” will “protect the
business interests of oil compa-
nies and weapons manufactur-
ers,”” or will make only margin-
al, if any, contributions to soci-
ety. Do all students in other
majors then follow the opposite
path in life?

Clearly we must appreciate
the value of all programs at the
University, or at the very least,
recognize the diversity of edu-
cational experience a widely
varied choice of programs al-
lows for

It is important that students
are united in opposing cuts in
any and all departments. Only
this kind of unification will be
strong enough to send the mes-
sage ta the University adminis-
tration that what we want first
and foremost is choice in our
education — not choices made
for us by the administration or
those with one-sided views
such as Roberts expounds.

Melissa Lundstedt

International Studies/Russian

Tuesday, February 26, 1991
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