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Lesbian group cites sexism, splits from GALA 
By Daralyn Trappe 
Emerald Reporter 

Many women who have been 
active in the University's Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance recently 
formed a separate group that 
will focus specifically on lesbi- 
an issues. 

Several women who are ac- 

tive in the new group, called 
the Lesbian and Hisexuai Wom- 
en's Association, said it was or- 

ganized because of sexist atti- 
tudes from some gay men in 
('.ALA and the need for a sepa- 
rate space to focus solely on 

women's issues. 
"I felt like lesbians were feel- 

ing dis-empowered." said 
(’.ALA Co-direct or Sue 
Dockstader. "1 certainly was 

anil even though I was in a po- 
sition of power. I heard com- 

ments every single day that 
really were invalidating. Nasty, 
anti-woman things were being 
said. 

"And I later found out the 
worst people were the ones 

who had already been through 
anti-sexism workshops 

Dockstader said she will stay 
on as co-director of GALA until 
the end of the school year. Al- 
though most women have de- 
cided either to become mem- 

bers of the new group alone or 

remain active in both groups, a 

few have decided to remain 
solely with GALA. 

"As far as 1 know, the other 
ones who are with GALA feel 
that they need to work with gay 
men on issues." she said. 
"Also they have made a com- 
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mitment to GALA and they 
can’t rearrange their s( hedule" 
for a new group. 

“By being inside GALA. I 
can help support the women 

there ." 
Many men who are GALA 

members have expressed a con- 

cern over whether this group 
will work with G A I. A 
Doc kstader said 

“I've told them that, from 
what I can tell, the print iple of 
the group is that women need 
to empower each other." she 
said. “I think, as far as I can 

toll, that these people are proh 
ably amenable to working with 
gay men but they need to have 
their own space to feel empow 
ered .ind to lie around wom- 

en." 
One of the male members ol 

GALA said he was concerned 
about seeing GALA divided 

"1 think if women need their 
own space they should lie able 
to have it. they should lie com- 

fortable. If they're not comfort- 
able in a gay and lesbian situa- 
tion, then they should move 

into their own situation," said 
GA1.A member Brant Mitchell 

“As far as the gay and lesbi- 
an movement. I think it's cer- 

tainly not going to lx- helpful 
toward it," he said "It will lie 
a dividing force. I don't think 
it's going to help us to ac hicvc 
equal rights I think we need 
to stick together." 

Mitchell said the charges of 
sexism are valid, hut believes 
that gays and lesbians should 
continue to work together 

GALA member Kristen 
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Inmann-VYilson. who plans to 
tie m live in both (iAI.A and the 
new group. said she does not 
think, .ill women should have to 
take on the responsibility of ed- 
ucating men alHiut sexism 

"So many women have been 
beaten down for so long (in so- 

ciety! that they 're not willing to 
wait around to educate men." 
she said "Some of us are. and I 
think that it s important for 
those of us who are willing to 
educate men to do that. 

"Hut those of us who don't 
feel that we can. don't have the 
energy to and don't feel safe 
doing it. don't have that obliga- 

lion 
Steen Mitchell, one of the 

women who has organized the 
new group, said she believes 
both groups will he able to 
work together 

"In creating a safe space, I 
think it will i>e easier for lesbi- 
ans to work with gav men," 
she said "I don't see it .is a 

problem The more groups we 

have going that are strong, the 
more we can do outreai It and 
education 

Dockstader Inmann Wilson 
and Steen Mill hell all said the 
gav and lesbians cultures are 

very different from eai It other 

and separate groups makes 
sense. 

"Really, there was never a 

connection lietween gays and 
lesbians, except that we're op- 
pressed by the same oppres- 
sors." InmennWilson said 
"It's nice to lx* able to come to- 

gether and work together in co- 

alition building, but to share 
office space isn't necessary. It's 
a nice addition for those of us 

who want to be around gay 
men and bisexuals, but for les 
Inans who don't need that, 
don't want tb.it and don't feel 
safe with that, it's unneces- 

sary. 
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Credit Courses 
Basic Playwriting 

TU/TH2 3:30pm Jan H-Mar 14 
Register at Ihealer Arts Dept 216 Villard 
lun ation TBA 
Instructor Branko Dtmitrijevic 
This course is open to those interested in 

writing a one-act or full length play based 
on an original idea or an adaptation. 
Grading is based on effort, improvement. 
and class /participation 

Non-Credit Courses 
Homeopathic First 

Aid Clinic 
£4 9am-12 30 pm Jan. 19 
Fee $15 Location TBA 
Instructor Karen Kunkler. N. l). 
Homeopaths stimulates the hods 's natural 
healing process to cure illness and injurs 
Come and learn how to use a variety of ho- 
meopathic remedies for common first aid 
situations 

Aikido 
TVfTH 7-9 pm Jan 8-Mar N 
fee S25 lunation IRA 
Instructor Wayne Vincent 
This non aggressive Japanese martial art 

places emphasis on < entering balance and 
relaxation, as well as on self-defense tech 
tuques Training is designed to reduce ten 

sum. increase flexibility, and heighten 
awareness of inner energy 

J. Krishnamurti Seminar 
W 5-6:30pm Jan. 9 Mar 7 
No fee Location 176 Education 
Instructor March lures 
A [Htnii ifumt led seminar insolving the 
practical application of Krishnamurti s 

stsle of self-observatum to the deepening of 
our awareness Issues to be meditated 
upon will include the role of the teacher, 
the roles of feat and pleasure hi protluiing 
conditioning and subsequent conflict, the 
natures of thought, freedom, intelligent < 

meditation. and lose 

Comedy Writing 
W 2-3:45 pm Jan 9 Mar 13 
h er : $25 Location TBA 
Instructor Branko Dimilrtjevic 
Students in this course will learn about ill/ 
ferent types of theatre comedy and then 
formulate ideas for a comedy of tins lenx;rh 
and of a media format they would like 

How to Meditate: 
Theory & Practice 

Two sections: TV 4-5:30pm Jan 15 Mar 
6 
TH 7 N 30 pm Jan 17 Mar X 
So fee lun ation 242 (ierhn yer 
Instructor Joe Weiner 
this n an informative and experimental 
class Durut}! eai li class we will meditate 
as well as learn the advantages of tnedila 
lion So prior npertent e is an essars Hi 
stumers and experienced meditators arc 

welcome Hus class is non denomination 
al 

**/f tou have registered for Aikido and 
are u non-student at l> of O. please re- 
member to add an additional $15 for a 

building pass. Hr a ill send it to tou in 
the mail. 

HOW TO KECISTEK 
V of O students register at the appro- 
priate co-sponsoring departments. Son- 
students must contact l Dm mu nils Edu- 
cation. M6-56I4. 

Son-credit courses with a fee: Pick up 
registration form at Innot. Ed. office. 
EMI Mezzanine Km. 110. or call 
546-4M5. 

Son-credit courses without a fee: The 
locations and times for non-credit class- 
es without a fee are printed here. so 

just go to the first class. 


