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Bay-area Sorentino, band brings blues to clty

By Dorothy Corkery

Emerald Contributor

In 1987, Danny Sorentino
and the Sinners was named one
of the top 15 unsigned bands
from over 2,000 entries at the
New Music Seminar in New
York City

I'hree vears later, this Bay
area band will appear at Eu
gene's Good Times Cafe and
Bar, 3475 E. 7th. on Thursday,
Dec. 13

In 1989 the band released a
debut album on an indepen
dent label. but has vel 1o sign
with a major record company
After 12 vears of plaving music
in bars and clubs., Danny
Sorentino said he believes that
a record contract “'could be just
a phone call away.””

It sounds like a lot of opti-
mism for a songwriter who
writes so convincingly about
the dark side of human nature.
Sin, guilt and relationships
gone bad are some of the main
themes in Sorentino’s songs

He describes himself as an
Italian, raised as a Southern
Baptist. Growing up he remem-
bers wanting to be a Catholic,
like many of his friends.

“‘Catholics only went to

church for 45 mmuiv-. every
Sunday.”" he said. "'l had to go
from 10 in the morning until 4
or 5 in the afternoon.”’

Sorentino's songwriting tal
ents were first tapped when
Billy €. Farlow, former front
man for Commander Cody
hired him to write songs and
play in his band

During this time, Farlow and
company were asked to be the
pit band for the musical story
of Buddy Holly's life. which
was being produced in Dallas,
l'exas. The show was backed
by Dallas business people and
by Holly's widow, Maria Elena

After the show closed. Elena
invited Farlow and Sorentino
to her home to see some of
Buddy Holly's memorabilia

“l went through all of Bud
dy's 45s."" Sorentino says
“These were the records he lis-
tened to when he was growing
up. He had Ray Charles, Jimmy
Reed and lots of Bo Didley."

During the final show, Hol-
ly's brother brought on stage
the electric Stratocaster that
survived the plane crash that
killed Holly. The guitar was
undamaged from the crash ex-
cept for a small gash on its
back. Sorentino played that

ique.&

10% OFF Jewelry, Men’s & Women’s

Vintage Clothing & Accessories
Holiday Sale through Dec. 24

Featuring: Victorian to 50s Furniture, Glass,
Pottery, Rugs, Lighting & Collectables
Mon -Sat 10:30-530 Sun 12 00-500
444 Main St., Springfield » 741-7914

Touch Down On The
Southern California Coast!

Situated along 8 1/2 miles of white,

sundy beaches 1s an elegant new oceanfront

hotel and resort,

\

Enjoy 4 days/ 3 nights in an

ocean-view guest room
including tax, gratuity /
|  and daily breakfast.

% See your travel agent ‘\
or call 1 (800) 822-SURF \
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THE WATERFRONT HILTON
Casual Elegance On The Coast s

The Waterfront Hilton

1990 Freedom Bowl Special

$115
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21100 Pacific Coast Highway
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
1 (800) 822-SURF
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guitar too

Danny Sorentino and the Sin-
ners' music is a svnthesis of
guitar-based rock with blues
and u:unlr\ roots. There's a
definite ‘60s influence from art
ists like the Beatles, the Rolling
Stones and Bob Dyvlan

Sorentino attributes the
i'i]]]!tl\ ||1|ll|l'”ll' inm Ill‘| mMusui
to his grandmaother, a lill-.i!l.il el
l'exan who “‘plaved a mean
bhanjo. "’

Growing up, sSorentino lis
lened to the Grand Ole ( piy ra
dio show every Saturday night
with his grandmother. He
heard bands such as Bob Wills
and the Texas Playboys and
songwriters such as Hank Wil
liams

Other band members are bass
plaver Rob Ruiz, Cedric
Wilmott on drums, and New
England's Berkelee School of
Music graduate Gary Reynolds
on lead guitar

Sorentino and the Sinners
will appear at Key Largo in
Portland on Wednesday, Dec
12 before heading down to Eu-
gene for their Good Times per-
formance. They will then head
north to open for Curtis Salga-
do and the Stilettos in Seattle
on Friday, Dec. 14

Courtesy photo
Danny Sorentino and the Sinners brings a synthesis of
guitarbased rock with blues and country roots to Eugene on
Dec. 13.

Regional Italian Cuisine
174 E. Broadway Downtown Mall PH: 342-4141

Direct From
New Yorx
Tue 201

ANNIVERSARY
Tour

Book and Lyrics by
Gerome Ragni
& James Rado

Music by

Galt MacDermot
Produced for

the Broadway Stage by
Michael Butler
Originally Produced by the
New York
Shakespeare Festival

December 9, 7pm
at The Hult Center Silva Hall

s5 OFF WITH STUDENT ID

Starting Dec. 8th, open 11-3
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