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Girl says she lied about bank robbery

YAKIMA, Wash. (AP) A But Mercer testified Wednes had conf 0 committing Mercer said she had decided
15-vear-old girl has told a fed- day that she and two male the March robbery to tell the truth in court be
eral jury she lied to police and  friends planned and carried out But Mercer told U.S. District cause she did not want to be
implicated her mother in two  the April robbery on their own : prosecuted for perjury
bank robberies  because she Barrett wiped her eves and Court jurors she had lied to po-

! ]II °" . f o
hates her frequently turned awav during Assistant U.S. Attorney Rob

Virgena Barrett, 34, is  her daughter’s testimony Her mother did not plan the  ert Ellis asked Mercer why she
charged with robbing a Yakima Mercer initially told police \pril robbery or provide the had initially implicated her
bank in March, and with help- that her mother told her and weapon, she said. Mercer, who mother in the robberies.
ing her daughter, Regina Mer her friends to rob the bank in wits convicted of the robbery in
cer, and two other teens rob the April, and provided a hand juvenile court, said she stole ‘1 feel hatred for her,”” Mer
same bank in April. gun. She also said her mother the handgun from home cer said
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