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BEAUTIFUL AND AFFORDABLE

Handknit Sweaters

Great selection of new
styles and colors in wool
and alpaca . for men
and women both! Also
hats, scarves, gloves,
mittens, vests and
ponchos  for
you at Followays

By Ming Rodrigues

Emeraid Reporier

An evening of laughs will open this
year's homecoming/parent’s weekend

The University Student Alumni Associ-
ation will present two of the Northwest's
finest comedians in a Comedy Night to
night at 8 in the EMU Ballroom

Sharing the limelight will be Jake
Johannsen and Arnold Mukai, two come-
dians with very distinct styles

“There’'s a crying need for comedy here
on campus,” Chif Milbank, Alumni Pres
ident said. "It has great potential at such
a culturally diverse University communi-
ty that's open to all sorts of entertain
ment. | feel that comedy, with its myriad
ol genres. would be a great idea as such,
especially too when college students are
always ready for a good time. "’

Comedy night to highlight
1990 homecoming weekend

‘I don't think they'll stop sodomy by
sending guys lo prison; that's pretty
much headquarters.”’

That's the heart of his act - more of
halting discourses than strings of jokes.

And his ill-at-ease but resolved persona
sells

“Woody Allenesque, but he's very
heartland and gentile.”” radio personality
Alex Bennett said

Comedy Competition producer Jon Fox

said, “'He has a sophisticated edge but his
subject matter is universally appealing -
waiting for the telephone repairman, cut-
ting vourself shaving. He manages to be
intellectual without losing the audi-
ence.”’
Meanwhile the San Francisco Examiner
pinned Jake down as “‘a storvteller who
follows one weird detail with another and
puts it all across with his demented nerd-
at-the-science-fair delivery.”

amidst all the fun.’

‘(Comedy) can actually be quite a leaming experience

— Cliff Milbank

Milbank hopes the concept takes off
and plans to work on presenting a series
of comedy nights for the University next
vear

Comedy, Milbank believes, is more
than a laugh a minute. “*There’'s a world
liness and increasing ethnicity flavoring
comedy. It can actually be quite a learn-
ing experience amidst all the fun, when
vou get all these comedians coming on
stage with their different wit, style, and
ethnic background.™

With his bookworm glasses and kitchen
haircut, lowa native Jake Johannsen pro-
jects the classic, clean-cut, stammering,
earnest reasonableness vou'd get if young
Henry Fonda or Jimmy Stewart had done
stand-up. Watching him, you just want to
encourage him, give him a pat on the
back and root him on

This isn’t a stage character

“It's an honest impression of what |
am - nervous with people,’” Johannsen
1 think the only way you can be
different is to be what you are; anybody
can go up there and pretend to be a mani-

The Newest Mexican Restaurant
(Free Nachos with dinner entree)
Live Latin American Bands Fri-Sat 9:00 pm said

THE PLACE TO BE!

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 44 EAS 7T AVINUS TUGENE, ORIGON 97401 3424847
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He doesn’t so much deliver gag lines as
he seems to stumble over them with a
kind of owlish amiability
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Deciding against any career that in-
volved bosses, Johannsen went to San
Francisco in 1982 determined to become
a comedian, although he admitted he
wasn't sure why, ** | was only kind of
funny as a kid but then I began doing
open mike and it seemed like a fun thing
to do and it is,"" he said

In 1986, Johannsen won the 11th annu-
al San Francisco Stand Up Comedy Com-
petition and he has appeared in the HBO
Young Comedians Special and on public
television’s *"Comedy Night''.

A year later, Johannsen made his net-
work television debut on ‘‘Late Night
with David Letterman’' which was fol-
lowed by four more appearances on the
show the following year. Just last year as
well, he debuted on the “Tonight Show
Starring Johnny Carson"’

This year. Johannsen preformed for
President Bush at the White House.

Watching Arnold Mukai, on the other
hand, is like seeing Toshiro Mifune play-
ing the life of Harpo Marx as filmed by
David Cronenberg - all the funny little
gnomic details make up an eccentric and
hilarious comic dreamscape.

The Japanese comedian who tells his

TKE

Who???

TAU KAPPA EPSILON

Who???

WORLD'S LARGEST FRATERNITY

Sat. Nov. 3rd

THE LAST TAILGATER !
OF THE SEASON!!

(Bash the Bruins)
Where? Autzen Stadium >

For more information Please call the Teke Hotline
at 343-7086. Ask for Kirk. Jay or Derek

o

. "It is more a me-oriented I:um:f."_

B ettt ‘riday, November 2, 1990

i and not creative,'* he said.
So, he decided to change that. He hit

_year-old Lane Community College stu-
dent had his own album.
- He used his musical talent to produce
an album entitled ‘*Songs from Purgato-
t}'" for his band Fathom. The idea was
e an alternative to the ‘‘garage
llmd" sound that local bands are pro-
ducing.

He describes his music as a “*sinister
version of Depeche Meode.'" It is experi-
meml sound, often with a dark, harsh

m. It could be labeled as industrial
" music, which is known as being visual.
Mendez. however, hesitates to catego-

rl:a. :
Mendez has plaved once at WOW

“Hall and would like to continue gaining
experience and exposure playing live,

- Mendez said, explaining the L

vol hb'nlhree mlhsbwrilelh
sic for the album. *“The hardest part
fﬂﬂ!ﬁ was erling, the vocals,” he said.
writing of the actual music,
h, m-much mmﬂyhmme
enjoy it."”

MU . : ..--.
- *“The music here is too complacent |

lheﬁudloand as of Oct. 15, this 19-

 back overly in
“ant that I find a Lack-up band, but it
‘Mhdpm:vith m?"aq; h;tlpy

The next step in the process was nam-
ing the album, which, for Mendez, be-
came a personal experience.

Although he is not Catholic he felt
that the term *‘purgatory’’ described the
mental state he was in while composing
the album.

*‘I wanted to develop my music skills
Indinlheslalalwuin lfeltnmond
from reality.”” Mendez said. .

‘The message in his music closely con-

~ #bum-making process.

The songs and messages deal primari-
ly with personal relationships. He dis-
cusses the games people play and con-
centrates on the ‘'negative side of rela-
tionships because it is better to get it out

Mendez remembers his first influential
musical experiences, the ones he had
while listening to Skinny Puppy.

then one day 1 discovered Skinny Pup-
py. At first it was reall
 © ':Mltgmwnnmundl
~ nects to the state he m‘in Wﬁt

sic and art. He would like to pursue his
music career by using the profits from
this album to produce another.

Pholo by Andre Ranier

Shphul Mendez takes a break aRer writing and producing his own album.

into the open to deal with it."”
Reflecting back on pre-album times,

“They were one of the first bands to
influence my music,” he said. "I was
listening to pop music like Ah-Ha and

strange. but
rmed to like

Mendu: a Eugene native, studies mu-

His album is currently available at
House of Records, 258 E. 13th.

audience their bones will turn to tofu if
they don't drink milk, gives an unpre-
dictable mishmash of material to chuckle
at.

Stalking the comedy stage, Mukai chal-
lenges the audience to trivia contests, do-
ing uncanny impressions, quick-quipping
and sliding his face around like a rubber
mask being mangled by five angry hands,
all accompanied by a stream of surreal
vocal sound effect.

“I've always done impressions and
noises since | was a little kid,"* Mukai
said. *I think all little kids are great mim-
ics. Well, 1 guess I'm still a grown-up
kid. I still want to make noises. "’

A sampling of his repertoire includes a
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2850 GATEWAY ST 7411231

—“l‘“ sk
MOVES B PARENTE B8 lﬂf:‘ﬂ!
A

human blow dryer, Kermit the Frog sing-
ing a ballad and Kung Fu expert Bruce
Lee.

Perhaps his almost childlike, endearing
style may be accounted for by the fact
that by day Mukai runs a day care center
with his wife.

Mukai, who grew up in Seattle, got his
itch for comedy more than a decade back.
‘1 was at a comedy club, and 1 thought |
could do as well or better than those
guys. So | asked the emcee how I could
get into comedy."’

Soon he was in the Seattle Laugh Off,
where he finished 12th out of 65 contes-
tants. Since then he has been traveling up
and down the West Coast
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Spreading his interests as well, Mukai
made a movie, Snowballs in 1984 with
Fred Williamson and he has done open-
ing acts for Dionne Warwick and James
Brown. He has also made numerous col-
lege appearances

Of his appeal, Mukai said, ''Being of
Japanese descent is an advantage because
people want to hear what | have to say.”

Opening the show tonight will be local
comedian Drew Marks

Tickets, $5 for general public and $4
for students, are available at the EMU
main desk and at the door. University
Housing is also selling tickets to dorm
residents for $3
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Our Turkeys
Don't Do @
Drugs. L\

Most growers leed their turkeys a variety of antibiotics,
hormones and growth stimulants to boost the weight ol
their birds (primarily by means of water retention) so they
can be sold a little earlier. Drugs and water, it turns out,
cost less than turkey feed.

Shelton's, on the other hand, does nothing ol the sort.
Out turkeys get the finest natural diet we can provide,
with no chemical shortcuts. The result is fabulous llavor
and optimum food value

Fresh \ Shottors urkevs

Order yours today. Limited supply.

Sun. Nov. 25 Hult Center

Tickets on sale at Hult Center Box Office and all

Hult Center mtnlets‘ Charge by phone 687-5000

A Cloud 9 Production
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