POLITICS

Swan, Kerans separated by experience

By Stan McKenzie

emerald Conlributor

Peter Swan, a University law
professor, admits he's fighting
an uphill battle to unseat in
cumbent Grattan Kerans in the
District 20 Senate race

Kerans, 49, has been a state
representative five times in ad
dition to being a senator; Swan,
54, has never run for or held a
political office.

In the last general election
Kerans, a Democrat, captured
all 57 precincts in District 20
which encompasses parts of
south and most of northwest
Eugene. It's a district where
voters registered as Democrats
outnumber Republicans 25.500
to 14,725.

And with an easily recogniz
able name like Grattan, both
candidates say Kerans has fa-
miliarity with the voters

But, Swan said, "'l don’l
think he’s had a good challenge
for a long time, and I think he's
got to deal with his record and
his effectiveness. [ think he's
vulnerable.™

Kerans and Swan share simi-
lar views on some issues —
each supports abortion rights
for women, the ban on log ex-
ports, reforestation and reduc-
ing automobile emissions
but they are divided on as
many others.

They disagree about how to
lower property taxes, even
though the two are mutually
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taxes that go toward funding
schools. The state would pay
about 70 percent ol the school
bill, he said

Swan strictly supports a sales
tax to ease property taxes. He
suggests a rate that would pro
vide all or most of the revenue
needed for school funding. The
rate, perhaps 5 or 5.5 percent,
would be locked into the state
constitution, he said

“If it's done right, it should
virtually take the operating
budget of local school districts
out of the local property tax
base,'" he said
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Swan criticizes Kerans for be
ing “‘hostile” toward the work
ers’ compensation reform the
Legislature easily passed last
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Kerans said he opposed the
package. because it took money
that could be used for workers’
benefits and gave it to insur-

ance companies
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