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Complete lab
on premises for
fast service

343-3333

766 E. 13th Ave., Eugene
One block from U of O. Free parking in back.

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm, Sat: Bam-Spm [t (O

Sun. Nov. 25 Hult Center

Tickets on sale at Hult Center Box Office and all
Hult Center outlets. Charge by phone 687-5000
4

A Cloud 9 Production

We've Closed Our
Doors Forever!
Don’t miss your only

opportunity to BUY
your favorite costume.

5 DAYS ONLY |
October 26, 27, 29, 30

11a.m.-6 p.m.
October 28, noon-4 p.m.

Costumes and more . ..
Trash to Treasures and

Bargain Rack

Ut e

When Being Someone Else Matters
1022 Willamette St.

ENTERTAINMENT

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY
NEXT TO LENSCRAFTERS

By Chris Bouneff

Emerald News Editor

For someone who has grown up in an
Eastern European family, Avalon will hit
close to home.

For someone who hasn’t, Avalon will
document how close-knit families grow
apart and how family traditions fall by
the wayside as times change.

Avalon, director/writer Barry Levin-
son’s newest release, portrays an accurate
picture of family life for Eastern European
immigrants. But unlike most films on this
subject, Avalon goes one step further.

The story delves deeply into how
changes — emigrating to a new land or,
even more powerful, technological ad-
vances — affect future generations.

The story revolves around Sam
Krichinsky (Armin Mueller-Stahl), who
came to Baltimore from Czarist Russia in
1914, and appropriately arriving on July
4

The plot is told mainly from Sam's
point of view through dialogues at the
dinner table during Thanksgiving. when
the family is together, and at other times
when Sam spins his tales for the grand-
children

Sam is the fifth and final Krichinsky
brother to come to America. The family
settles in the Avalon neighborhood of
Baltimore. At first, the family stays close
and adheres to tradition,

Conversation over Thanksgiving dinner
is lively and focuses on the elders remi-
niscing about the old days when they first
came to America. Although the women
complain about the stories, Sam retorts
that it's important for the children to hear
the family history.

On the surface, much of the bantering
seems trivial, but underneath the surface
you find that the details about which the
brothers argue are very important if the
stories are to live on.

At one point during dinner, Sam and
his brother Gabriel (Lou Jacobi) argue
over what year they paid for their father
to come over from Europe, either 1925 or
1926.

Sam's son Jules (Aidan Quinn) asks
what's the difference between the two
years, and Gabriel replies, **There's a big
difference. One is '25 and the other is
'26."

And while this may seem trivial, for
the tale to survive orally, the details must
be exact.

Through these gatherings, the dinners
and family circle meetings., the family
tries to stay together; but over the course
of time subtle changes form large wedges
as the family divides.

Even age-old traditions, such as wait-
ing for the always-late Gabriel before cut-
ting the Thanksgiving dinner, fall by the
wayside. Again, this may seem trivial,
but the issue of cutting the turkey only
when all the relatives are present can be

Eva and Sam Krichinsky (Joan Plowright and Armin Mueller-Stahl), daughter-
in-law Ann (Elizabeth Perkins), son Jules (Aidan Quinn), and nephew Izzy
(Kevin Pollak) enjoy a parade unexpectedly passing through their neighborhood

in Avalon.

an important family matter

The family also drifts apart as televi-
sion becomes maore prevalent. In the end,
instead of lively dinner conversation, the
family eats from trays in front of the TV.

The decline culminates when Sam's
wife, played by Joan Plowright, dies and
family members don't attend the funeral.
Sam remarks that this isn't the family,
and he's right. Their ethnic roots have
been severed.

Levinson’s writing is sharp and very
entertaining, and the photography is sim-
ply beautiful.

The real charm in Avalon, however, are
the characters, who give subtle but pow-
erful performances.

Mueller-Stahl (Music Box) portrays the
grandfatherly role of trying to keep the
generations together. He is wise but sim-
ple, and is never one to let a wonderful
memory slip away. His performance
draws viewers into the family, pulling at
heart strings without forcing it upon
them.
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U. of 0.
Oct. 29, 8 pm SAA.

Huit Center PRESENT
-Homecoming-

$17.00/$15.00 adv. Pmnt's Weekend

Hult Box Office and all

Tickets available at

Hult Center outlets

Fri Nov. 2nd

800 PM

Tickets sold at EMU Main Desk

‘Avalon’ portrays life of European |mm|gts |

Jules (Aidan Quinn), a young salesman, dances with his wife, Ann (Elizabeth
Perkins), in Avalon.

STOCK REDUCTION SALE!
SALE ENDS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27th
Limited selection of styles and sizes

*10.°20.-

— limited to stock on hand —
No returns on sale items

DR. RON V. CUEVAS
OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Ron V. Cuevas & Associates

400 Valley River Center =
Eugene. Oregon 97401 "
(503) 6878666 N l,::
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Willamette

VALLEY COIN-OPERATED POOL TABLES
70 GAMES ON NICKELS '
NEW CD JUKEBOX

-ALL AGES- 70

Uy,
10 AM -1 AM
2598 Willamette
343-6642

BEAUTIFUL AND AFFORDABLE

Handkmt Sweaters

Great sele

styles and « s in wool
and alpaca . for men
and women both! Als
hats, scarves, gloves

mitiens, vests and
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Birkenstock

342-6107 » Mon-Sat 9-6 » Sun 12.5

ponchos  for
you at Folkways
762 E 13th -
NEXT TO THE
EXCELSION "
3438667 f
Flﬂh St
Public Harter
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