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Measure 5 passage will change school funding

Commissioners vote unanimously to oppose

By Brian Bloch

Emerald Reporter

Lane County Commissioners
voted unanimously Wednesday
to oppose state Ballot Measure
5. which asks voters to limit
property taxes over the next
five vears

The measure calls for an
amendment to the state consti-
tution limiting the govern-
ment’s ability to impose taxes
and charges based on a proper
tv's real market value

In addition, Measure 5 would
limit the amount of state tax
revenue directed to schools on
all levels and would require the
state legislature to fund lost
property tax revenue lo the
school system.

Proponents of the measure
want to limit property taxes on
private homes, cul corporate
tax exemptions and transfer the

from property tax revenue and
onto the state legislature

Don Mclatire, chief petition-
er for the Protect Oregon Prop
erty Society, said the measure
is a prudent, necessary step lo
removing the state school svs
tem’s total reliance on property
tax revenues to cover operating
costs

He said that by reducing
school’s reliance on property
tax revenue from $15 per
$1.000 of assessed property val
ue to 85 over the next five
vears, the state school system
will benefit from more stable,
predictable funding from the
states’ general fund

In addition, Mclntire said
long-standing funding and levy
problems stemming from in-
consistent property values in
different districts will be elimi

be funded from an established
general fund

“There is specific informa
tion in the measure that pro
tects and even enhances school
funding.”” McIntire said

He also said that any loses in
revenue due to tax reductions
during the measure’'s proposed
implementation period
(through fiscal vear 1995-96)
would be made up and even
\'urp.awr-:i as the state's revenue
increases each vear

That., he said. will remove
the ever-increasing tax burden
off homeowners. fund schools
more securely and utilize se
cured funding for other state
programs with little or no re
ductions

“We have all these people
whose power emanates from
government saving their pro

satd. That's just not true. The
numbers don’t support them. "'
Fhe commissioners and rep
resentatives from three county
offices disagreed. however,
contending the measure would
create drastic cuts in schools
law enforcement, mental health
and other health and human
services if Lane County voters
pass the measure Nov. 6
“That's the attraction of Bal
lot Measure 5, to pay less prop
erty taxes.” said Lane County
District Attorney Doug
Harcleroad. “I'd love to pay
less property taxes, but the
measure doesn’t provide any
alternative funding sources to
pay for other I'II‘I‘III‘(! services.”’
Jim Gangle, Director of the
Lane County Department of As
sessment and Taxation, said
the measure would require real

districts to cover the lack of
property lax revenue and thus
dotract from other state pro
grams and services

It takes money away and
doesn’t provide a clear means
to replace it Gangle said

County Commissioner Jack
Roberts, himselt o former tax
lawyer, echoed the sentiments
of the entire commission

1oust don't see any way in
wood conscience that the JHr0-
ple of Lane County or the state
of Oregon can support this. " he
sahd

“These people are much too
concerned with the effect of
taxes on government,”” Meln
tire said. “It's aboul time we
consider the effect of taxes on
citizens ™

I'he growth of the govern

ment has ftar exceeded the
L:lm_\lh of the citizens it's sup
posed to serve. That's just not

school funding burden away nated because all schools will  grams will suffer,”” McIntire location of state funds to school right.”” he said

Portland to get new police chief

PORTLAND (AP) Portland Mavor
Bud Clark on Wednesday named police

Judge suspended for polygamy

PORTLAND (AP) - A judge who ad

Walker, 63, plans to retire Nov. 18

He made the announcement Tuesday ter the Oregon Judicial Fitness Com

Capt. Tom Potter to replace retiring Potter, 50, joined the Portland Police mitted being married to two women  mission unanimously recommended
chief Richard D. Walker Bureau in the summer of 1966, He now at the same time was suspended he be removed from office for “'pre.
In a televised news conference. Walk commands the Community Policing i Wednesday by the Oregon Supreme meditated and calculating criminal

misconduct
The Supreme Court sad a hearing
to decide the matter probably will be

er said he and Potter will work together vision, which has developed a 5-year Clourt

during the next month to ensure a plan for the bureau’s future Multnomah County District Judge

smooth transition of leadership Clark said he hoped Potter would con Robert Kirkman will be suspended
“l see my job as a transition chief,” vert the entire bureau to community with pay effective Monday pending a conducted in January. Possible sand

Potter said. “'I'm here to help prepare policing, a strategy that presumes that final decision by the court tions range from reprimand to remov

the organization and the people for the citizen often has the best solution to I'he Supreme Court action came af al from  office
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SL‘SA_\' SARANDON JAMES SPADER

The story of
a younger man
and a
bolder woman.

Students!
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KeYSTOME
CAFE

Eugene's westside neighborhood cafe, fea-
turing home baked breads and desserts
Mexican, vegetarian, and meal entrees
Good food at a reasonable price

Weekend Dinner Special—
Friday & Saturday

QUICHE LORRAINE
Green Salad, Herbed Rice........$3.75
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W. 5th at Lawrence
7am. to9pm Mon-Sat
7 am. to 2 p.m. Sundays

Breakfast til 2 p.m
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