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John Higgins and Catherine Heising won first prizes in the Lane County Literary Guild Contest.
Higgins won his award for poetry and Heising won in the short story contest.

Two writers recognized for talent

By Birgit Schreiber-

Sivesind
Emerald Contributor

Two University students
have been rewarded for their
writing talent by the Lane
County Literary Guild, which
awarded them first-place prizes
for poetry and fiction during
the Eugene Celebration in Sep-
tember.

John Higgins, a sophomore
in journalism, and Catherine
Heising, pursuing a master’s
degree in fine arts were the two
recipients of the awards.

Higgins' award-winning
poem, "Childhood in a War
Zone'' was inspired by a 9
vear-old Nicaraguan boy he met
in that country during a visit
Higgins made there in February
1988 as part ol a Witness for
Peace delegation

T'he bov became a hero in his
village after warning of an im
||l'lll||111.{ Contra attack

Capturing human emotions
and human experiences on the
page is a goal Higgins said he
hopes to carry into a career as a
journalist

“Journalism needs more con
text, not just facts,” he said
“What does it feel like to live
in Nicaragua? What does it feel
like to live in a terrorist state
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every day of your life?"

This human impact and hu-
man toll is what Higgins tried
to capture in his award-win-
ning poem, which he said was
his first “‘serious’ award he
has ever won for his writing,.

Higgins wrote the first ver-
sion of the poem in a poetry
workshop at the University
during spring term last school
vear. The workshop was in-
structed by Garrett Hongo. as-
sociate professor in English and
a former Pulitzer Prize nomi-
nee.

“I liked him because he real
ly wanted to write from deep
feeling,”” Hongo said of Hig-
gins. “"He wasn’t afraid to en-
gage in difficult content matter
and felt comfortable sharing it
with others in the class. | ap
preciate the sharing of emotion
and experience.’

Higgins' plan is to pursue
writing creatively while work
ing with journalism, possibly

in the area of broade asting
Heising
that
would win
On the Way Home
place in the fiction category
Heising graduated from the
University of California at San
Diego in 1980 where she ma-
jored in Biology and minored
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Heising said she has written
other fiction pieces she believes
are better than the award-win-
ning one. She says the reason
why she won was because she
took the step of entering, and
entering the right story

“The reason | picked that
one is because it had something
to do with Oregon,” she said,
saying it had to do with living
in the country. “And | knew |
could read it in front of an au-
dience if | had to.”

Like Higgins, she too was
given the opportunity to read
her work at the Hult Center in
front of approximately 200 peo
ple

“So many writers have to be

alone to write,'" she said
“There's the writer and the
computer. Then to face all

those people and read was very
difficult
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10% OFF EVERY DAY

TANCGLES

salons inc.

With the largest selection
of professional products
in town—17 product lines.

NOW with 2 locations
t

11th & Patterson
343-1637

o better serve you.

downstairs EMU
343-8219
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A Complete eve exams

A Speaalizing in contact

A Same day fitin most cases
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Glasses/Contacts/Exams

A Owver 2LI00 frames on
featuring computerized trom designer to

state-of-the-art equipment
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classi
Guess, Ralph Lauren Polo
Silhouette, Benetton
Claiborne, and many more

Laorgio Arman,

lenses including disposable,
tinted, bifocals, gas
permeable, extended-wear
and lenses tor people with
ashigmatism

A Al repairs done here
A Sunglasses - Vuarnet,
Serenget, Revo, Ravban,
Polaroid, Hobe, Bolle,

Ohver 1000 contacts in stock. — Ziam, Xasle, and more

343-3333

766 E. 13th Ave., Eugene
One block trom U of O Free parking in back

Hours: M-F Sam-Zpm, Sat Kam-S5pm I.
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EVER SEE ONE OF

THESE IN A
HAYSTACK?
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Shopping for financial services can be as dithicult

s

hype
claims, 1t's casy to become confused
(),

finding a ncedle i a haystack. With all the
advertisements  and

At U-Lane
we can help you make hay out of all the jargon

and  celebration n

with stranght talk and services with an atfordable
bottom line

If vou are iterested i domng business with an n

stitution that won’t give vou a pitch. come home

o

your Credit Unmon. We will help you  get

stranght to the point

Serving U of O students and employees.

Credit Union
11th & Ferry
Fugene, OR
687-2347

CIRRUS.
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