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The W.0.W. Hall, located at the Community Center for the Performing Arts, provides all-ages
musical enterta‘nment from reggae to metal and gives up-and-coming bands a chance to expose

their sounds.

WOW Hall survives through years

By Cathy Peterson

After 15 vears of
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teelering on
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Community Center for the Per-
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Eighth Avenue and Lincoln
Street, provides music and the
atrical acts several times a week
during the fall and winter, as
well as a place for dance and
instrument classes

“Our motto is ‘Hassle-Free
Environment’,” booking and
production  manager Margo

Schaefer said
“We're just intere -1n1 in peo

ple enjoying themselves and
having a quality experience
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And the community is t
sponding. Schaeter sald many
bands draw 200 to 300 peoapli

This is the only place sony
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wheelchair ad
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do something

who want
geel oul and
Schaefer said

For more
people have been doing just
that at the corner of Eighth
Avenue and Lincoln Street

According to a history of the
hall written by Jon Pincus, the
Seventh Day Adventist congre
gation built a small church on
the site in 1867. In 1883, the
Presbyterian church bought the
site and built a new church
considered one of Eugene’s fin
est structures at the time

In 1890, a fraternal organiza
tion, the Woodmen of the
World, started in the midwest
A chapter opened in Eugene,
and members included some of
the most prominent members of
the community: Pliney Snod
Rrass, mayor William
Kuyvkandall and Eugene Regis-
ter newspaper owner W.C
Yoran. Women belonged to a
sister organization, the Women
of Woodcraft

In 1906, the Woodmen
bought the hall at Eighth and
Lincoln. True to the nature ot
the organization, the hall was
loaned to other groups for
and events. The
Woodmen held dancing lessons
and dances, and in 1932 rebuilt
the church for $8,000, the most
expensive building constru ted

that yvear

I'he hall
tvle |

with much of the

than 100 years

meetings

in art deco
labor

was built
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