
U.S. forces move in to block any Iraqi push into Saudi Arabia 
WASHINGTON (AP| I S warplanes and tom 

hat troops. hilt ked liv an armatia of Navy ships have 
taken up defensive positions in and near Saudi Arabia 
I' S military off it ials said Wednesday 

Defense Set ret ary Du k Gheney tlesi riheti the tie 

plovrnont as a major commitment of 1' S lort ns" that 
int luded elements of the Blind Airborne Division ami 
I -1 fi fighter |ets lie tint lineti to provide spot 11it s cat 

my; security one erns 

Terming the military situation "uncertain" after 

Iraq President Saddam Hussein s ‘'.x t u( infamy in 

invading Kuwait. Chenev indicated American forces 
mild he in the region for months 

About .1.000 ground troops and more than 100 I 
11 fighter planes were ordered to the region, emigres 
sional .ind I’entagon sources reported Nearly -40 war 

ships and escort vessels some armed with sophisti 
< ated cruise missiles programmed to destroy spec ific 

Iraqi targets will he in Mideast waters by next week 
the sources said 

The movement of troops, ships and planes will 

take several thus .it least, said one Pentagon sourc e 

•early Wednesday evening 
The build-up appeared to be going well without 

major diffir ulties the source said 
At present two airc raft carriers bristling with 80 

to uo airc raft eat h are within striking distance of Iraqi 
targets Another is on the wav 

Our purpose is to deter am further Iraqi ag 
gross ion. ( lienev said He said he e\pec ted other na 

turns to join the military effort but dec lined to name 

am ext ept Britain 
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