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Daily Emerald

Editorial

U.S. must not use
armed force in Gulf

The United States should think twice (and perhaps
a few more times) before using military force to deal
with Iraq. ‘

Iraq's invasion of Kuwait was despicable. Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein had promised he would not in-
vade Kuwait over their oil price dispute. Then, claim-
ing he was intervening in a dubious "‘popular revolu-
tion'" in Kuwait, he attacked and installed a govern-
ment of Iraqi officials. After promising to withdraw his
troops, Hussein announced that a largely Iraqi “'Ku-
wait volunteer army’" of 80,000 would remain. Now
Hussein is reportedly amassing troops on the border of
Saudi Arabia, and the U.S. government insists he will
invade there, also.

The real issue so far for the the American govern-
ment has been largely economic: higher prices at do-
mestic and international gas pumps and falling stock
prices, the result of the tension in the Persian Gulf.
President George Bush is talking tough with the Iraqgis,
promising military intervention if Hussein doesn’t
back off. He has sent U.S. officials to meet with the
Saudi Arabian government to discuss ways of defend-
ing that country. This could include the presence ol
1S troops

Ihis would be a grave mistake. Any kind of UL.S
military presence in Saudi Arabia will give the Iraqis
an excuse to invade on the grounds that they must
strike first “in self-defense.”” Bush should pay atten-
tion to his own economic and diplomatic efforts that
have been under way since the invasion began

The international boyeott of Iraq has been the most
united and effective in recent memory. The United Na-
tions Security Council has voted 13-0 to condemn the
invasion and adopt economic sanctions against Iracq.
Other major industrial powers, such as Japan and the
European Community, have stopped purchasing Iraqi
oil. The Soviet Union and China, Iraq's biggest arms
suppliers, have cut off their shipments and expressed
regret that their weapons were used in the invasion

If these measures are enforced. lraq’s petroleum-
[ dependent economy and its war machine will be in
| jeopardy. lraq has sharply reduced the amount of oil
flowing through its outbound pipelines because few
countries want to buy it, and the country will not be
able to finance or operate any kind of warfare
against Saudi Arabia or another Arab country — with-
out money from its oil-based economy or weapons to
fight. The L1.S. should give the non-military measures
time
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Oregon legislators and ethics aren't mix
I'he latest focus 1s on
Rep. Denny Smith (R-5th Cong. District)
Smith was a director of Amenican Feder
al Savines and Loans from 1977 to 1487, He
was torced ofl the board after American Fed
eral mereed with State Federal Savines and
Loan in an attempt to
HH<|[I|||'|1 American Federal
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ing well these days

save financially

However, 1n Smith told regulators
that he would not agree to a merger unless
they guaranteed him and other directors pro
tection from federal lawsuits in case the
merger fatled
First of all, directors of anv business ot
organization are inherently responsible for
decisions they render, If Smith was worried
abouwt obviously should not
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lawsuits, he
have been making decisions compa
I

a director ot federallv-in

sured American Federal, Smith had a pm

Secondly ds

sonal stake in the outcome of the merger
and contacting regulators asking for immu
nitv tor the institution, while a member ol
Congress, is a conflict of interest

I'he House ethics manual states that it is

Smith latest focus of ethics violation

an “unwarranted abuse of the representative
role’” to directly ask or imply a request for
tavoritism

American Home Sav
ings and Loans Bank of Salem eventualls
ln![‘l[\m'r{ at a cost to the laxpavers of $113
million. State Federal tolded, costing tax
pavers 5150 million. Seven men connected
to State Federal were convicted of fraud and
embezzlement

Democrats have debated
January whether to file an ethics complaint
against Smith, but they are atraid of com
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House SiHnce

plaints against members of their own party
who .Hll'rli[rlt'nl 1o }]l'll! !ll']ll]l[l'l!l]'._" savings
and loans

It is a sad state of atfairs when discus
stons and investigations of :|1||'\|i|r|:\|'|r|l' eth
ics behavior 1s stifled because ol partisan
politics. It is also appalling that 98 percent
of House incumbents are assured of re-eled
tion simply through name familiarity, even
'.\|ln'l! S0 ndny congressimen are under scru
tiny of ethics violations
Hut worst ol all, we the ]1!'\I|I|l' el
them. It is time that representatives are mors

closely scrutinized I'l\ valers
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Bill restricting log exports will benefit everyone
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from the public concerning lopics ol interest to the
nmversity comimunity

Commentaries should be between
words, leaible and signed. and the identification ol
the writer must be veritied upon submission

750 and 1.000
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