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Editorial

Racist country club
no site for toumey

Hooray for honest racists.

The PGA Golf Championship, one of goll’s four
major tournaments. is going to be played at the Shoal
Creek Country Club next week in Birmingham, Ala.
The club, founded in 1977, does not admit blacks. said
founder Hall Thompson, because “that's just not done
in Birmingham."’

Not that this is really big news. About half of the
golf tournaments on the PGA tour are plaved at exclu-
sionary clubs. But no one has been as honest about the
reason for all-white inclusion as Hall Thompson

One “legitimate’” reason for all-white member-
ships at the country clubs where goll tournaments are
plaved is that it can cost up to $50,000 just to join
Throw in $3,000 for vearly dues and not many blacks

or many whites for that matter — can afford it

Secondly. how many blacks want to join all-white
clubs, especially ones with exclusionary histories?

But Thompson, obviously a good ol® boy, should
get credit for being honest. He should also be run out
of town. When he was asked why his club has no
blacks, he told it like it is.

Major television advertisers of the tournament,
such as IBM, Tovota and Anheuser-Busch, have decid-
ed not to run their ads during the tournament. An un
identified PGA spokesman said pro golf was disap-
pointed and concerned about the corporations’ pull-
outs because of the PGA's position against discrimina-
tion, This is a strange statement considering the most
important PGA golf tournament in the world, the Mas
ter's. is plaved at an all-white club in Augusta, Ga

Birmingham Mavor Richard Arrington. who is
black. said his city has made racial progress in the last
20 years. He also said Shoal Creek Country Club has
made a commitment that blacks will be considered for
membership within six months. After 13 vears, what's
another 6 months? Enough time to forget about the
problem

But that's not enough. Stories about racism belong
in the news pages, not just the sports pages. Roseanne
Barr screeches the national anthem at a baseball game
and it's front-page news. But racism in golf 1s relegated
to the sports pages This is totallv absurd. Who is go-
ing to sing the national anthem at the PGA tourna
ment” It won't be Harry Belatonte or Michael Jackson

Subtle racism exists in all sports. But at least the
problems are getting attention in team sports such as
baseball and football. Golf has escaped the racism
question so far. But thanks to an honest racist, it can't
hide its exclusionary tactics anymore.
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Ethics: public has right to know

Senator CT “Cub™ Houck, R-Salem. has
been under investigation by the state Goy
Ethics Commission for a while
he commission has found probahble
Houck may
tor personal gain

Now Houck's

has made a proposal 1o the Senate Commil

ernment
oW
cause that have used his office

lawver, John Dil.orenzo,
tee on Government ( Jperations to restrict the
release of information until the mvestigation
|‘-u|!ri|'llr'1'|'

I'he Commitlee
members of the media

has sent a survey to
seeking information
about how often and under what conditions
thev talk with ethics commission members
and statt The survevs should go straight into
the recyveling bin

It's nobodv's business who the media
talks ta. Houck and lawver more
suspicion by trving to prohibit the release of

intormation from the commission

his False

(e stalee
said the Ethics Commission invites
making
statements to the press before their invest

Senatol
criticism b it’s perceived they are

gation is complete. The same senator also
the harm that could be
wreaked on public officials outweighs the
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public’s right to know
Wrong. The public’s

COMes when the

elected representatives or tax dollars. Infor

right to know

Hrst Stluation
mation should be released as it is received
If the situation is serious enough. it would
be a travesty to continue paving elected otfi
cials if they have engaved in unlawftul or un
ethical activity

Houck does not sav whether or not he
should be privy to information that the pub
lic i1s not. It benefits evervone involved to
learn about thev arise. The
press plays an important part in keeping
government officials honest because of the
availability of information

Houck has denied the charges against
him. If he is not guilty, what is he afraid of?
Why didn’t his lawver make this proposal
before Houck came under imvestigation?

Houck should back off. I
not broken, don't tryv to fix it

It someone is suspected of violating eth
ics, the public has a right to know. Just be
cause someone is arrested not make
them guilty. But the public has that right to
know. They always have. Thev alwavs will

sttuations as
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Emerald editorial on Research Park not in students’ interest

By Howard Bonnett been known by University offi
- crals tor several vears  Ho
Last fall, the Emerald pub many PCBs and other carcino
lished an editorial titled Lt gens  might be present  from
roundbreaking 1 Park Hegin EWER's use of University o
on I have waited tor s I the riverfront to stor
ind of editornal retrenchi tra What was bu
ym the final paragraph al i the Silva Orchard th
Ver S it read i'\ll'l duse Lo b \ P ! i 1 landl
the location is feal, and ..!----..1|-.i by the | 'niversity
cause the Rivertront Resecarcl this sensihive area with 4T
Park’'s designers have satishied Dovindare of the Willamett
the area’s ecology and recrea Lyareenwal Does this i t
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involves

\s a tirst stage in development
i recreational  facilities,  the
best soccer field in the area was

bt at o cost of S6O0.000 p....i

with student tunds, not niver
ity funds. The Emerald asserts
that “‘the soccer field would
anain. That assertion is great
misleading, since the plan
calls for it to be moved, nar

ind shortened in order
to) pPrrovidi tor a broad strivet b

tween the field and the tracks

hicvele trail between the hield
ind the top of the river bank
Ll t il i'-r-l-i i'.
| w onl b

t of fields o b

f Vhere will

| toun Wh

ment of the students in their
recreation be replaced? What
assurances are there that addi
tional student funds will not be
What dad the Uni
versity bury in the Silva Or
chard pu?
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Most insulting of all was the
paragraph in the Emerald edito
rial stating that park opponents
had been unwilling to OMpro
In tact, opponents of the
Riverfront Research Park have
consistently  been  excluded
from the decision-making pro
cess. No opponent has been ap
pointed to the Design Review
Committee or the

mise

Riverfront
COmnession

A\t public
alternatives

hearings on plan
maost lestimony
m the ;!:1!:]1: II;IiHI‘-I'lE devel
north of the

o e nl

i railroad
lracks. requiring  expensive
imderpasses I‘l‘l'h.lll\» a suitable

unpromise would be to limit

south of the
tracks and plan for recreational
uses of the riverbank by the
University community. Isn't 1t
strange that the largest concen
tration  of Eugene
work and attend classes at the
and vet they have
the least access to recreational
enjovment of the river
Franklv, I'm fearful of the
Lniversity's role in the River
tront Research Park in view of
their past record of stewardship
of their riverfront property
I'here has been dumping of tox
ic wastes, illegal topsoil remov
al and dumping in Silva Or
chard, and intentional conceal-
ment of information. Maybe we
should let sleeping toxins lie
ind make sure we don't dump
more toxins along the river un
der the guise of a research park
Howard Bonnett is a protes

ey r'l:lilll]l‘!!l 1]

persons  in

[Tniversity

sor of hiology at the University

Tuesday, July 31, 1990

Ry —




