e o A e (e v T T e e T N 3 Ly e S W W o e S R T L e e 1P ey g e 1) 8 Tl B g i T e W e e e P

P it e IR SRRyt

Regional

Group says Energy Department “robbing” cleanup funds

SEATTLE (AP) I'he De “The DOE is robbing the ca Northwest tion Plant (PUREX) at the Han
partment of Energy’'s proposed congressional account tor In a 16-page report on s ford nuclear reservation and
19491 budget for cleanup of nu cleanup  of  nuclear weapons study of the department’s pro $11 million for treatment of
clear wastes includes at least sites and using the monev in posed budget, the group sad discharges at the plant
$250 million that will actually stead for nuclear weapons pro inappropriate items included as S44. 6 million for constru
be spent for nuclear weapons ductions costs sard  Gerald cleanup’ included tion of a cooling tower at the K
production. a citizens  group Pollet, executive director of the S34 million for operation of  Reactor at Savannah River in
said Wednesday 16.000-member Heart of Ameri the Plutonium Uranium Extra South Carolina, and $44 mil
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Hon for replacement of a waste
evaporator at the same plant

$45 milhion for construction
of buildings in operations al
Hanford and the ldaho National
Engineering Laboratory at lda
ho Falls

Nearly $10 million for con
struction of a laundry for con
taminated clothing and materi-
als at Hanford

Heart of America Northwest
disclosed its report at news
conferences o Washington
i and Seattle

Fhe report accused DOE of

deliberately distorting nuclear
Weaponns ]Ill\li'.ll fion Costs
downward, and shifting those
costs o cleanup 118 moreg
politically delensib LI
PTESS
| ()]s Stk \
0 I T h i
I LN 1) 1
D al
{ b e |
1
1 01l
il
I 1§ i I
i i the PUREX plant
() i} it el b
ti 1 1y i nuciea
Waste I i ol el
(514 01 1lve I'hat il
a def prod effort
e sald
I'he DOE has requested $2.8
hilhion tor environmental rest
ration and waste management
tor nscal 1441 satd Hearl of

America. Ol that, the group

satd, about 5720 mulhion will
go toward actual cleanup, with
much ol the remainder

spent tor such things as moni

toring wastes in holding tanks

While such cosis rightly be
long in the category of “'clean
up'’ costs, said Pollet, they do
Little toward restoring the envi
onment

I'he money would be the first
installment for cleaning up 1
nuclear waste production sites
i 12 states. The eventual price
(FTOE .||uu“-|!~1 1o $150
bi to $200 billion over 30
A s

Pollet saud Heart of America
Northwest wants Congress to
reuiLre the Energy |lr',‘l.1!'|ll-'l‘-T
to be more accountable on how
its funds are spent, including
|Il ducing an annual report on
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