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Rise in tuition costs
will limit University

Tuition at the University continues to rise while
education officials express their concern, but once
again students are going to pay for the increasing costs

Students will pay 10 percent more for tuition in
1990-91 than they did in 1989-90. And if Oregon High-
er Education Chancellor Thomas Bartlett has his way,
tuition will also rise both vears in the 1991-93 bienni-

Students should pay their fair share, but they are
currently doing so. It was just a little more than 30
vears ago that attending a college or university was an
elitist endeavor. Back then a high school degree was
considered necessary for a decent job, and college was
for those who were going into specific, complex occu-
pations — and it was for those whao could afford it.

However, technology evolved at an incredible rate
throughout the 1960s-80s, and a high school diploma
is simply not enough for a decent job anvmore. So, to
keep up with the demand of an ever-evolving job mar-
ket, higher education had to become more accessible
for students who in the past could not afford it, even if
they had the qualifications.

Financial aid programs, such as Pell Grants, were
borne to enable peedy students to attend college. These
programs helped millions of students attend school in
the 1960s and 70s whao before would not have been
able to. But school costs today are rising while finan-
cial aid programs are either lagging or being cut com-
pletely. The rise of tuition fees at the University, espe-
cially if it becomes a yearly occurrence, threatens the
mission of a public university. If higher education is
available only to those who can afford, it will once

rich

Oregon’s legislature has been passing the buck on
this issue for vears now. More general fund money
must be allocated for state colleges and universities to
keep tuition costs at a minimum. A public university is

Attempts at sales taxes and lotteries haven't been
the answer for higher education funding in the past,
and are not the likely solution for the future. And
while Chancellor Bartlett would like to see the State
Emergency Board allocate $10 million for increased
faculty salaries, the professors will need students to

Since more money is needed to ensure the quality
of instructors at the University, tuition fees must be
kept at a minimum to ensure that students have the
means and the time to spend on their education

Elections are coming up. Vole for candidates that

Media overlooked real purpose of Bush demonstration

By Steven Hulltberq
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CSD and lawmakers to blame for abuse

the Children's Ser

members let a 14

Ihe admission by
vices Division that stafd
vear-old bov remain in the custody ol a con
victed child molester is shocking

Nol only did the €CSD staff members
know that the man, Richard Smith, was a
child molester, but contrary to their rules

thev let the bov remain in the man’s custody
for five months after their discovery. The
bov had to run away before CSD even took
action on the situation

Initiallv the mistake was not CSD's fault
The agency usually does an extensive back
ground check on all potential foster parents
I 'nfortunately state law does not allow €SI
to check }lnl]l.l' records from other states

But last November., when a CSD case-
worker learned of Smith’s background. the
fault shifted to CSD. Although the casework
er received hard evidence that Smith was in-
deed a convicted child molester, the boy
continued to remain with Smith for five
months

It appears that more than one CSD stafl
member knew of the situation. Perhaps they
thought Smith was fully reformed and de
cided to leave the boy with him, because at
ter all, the boy was ““hard to place.”

Or perhaps they thought if they told
someone about the situation or tried to relo

cate the boy they would be reprimanded

Whatever the reasons for leaving the boy
with Smith, thev cannot be good enough
There 1s no excuse for that Kind of irrespon
sible mismanagement of a voung child’s life.

New laws should be enacted to prevent
this kind of situation from ever happening
again. CSD should have the right to search
all police and FBI records concerning a po
tential foster parent. There is a well estab-
lished national computer link-up. that al
lows the police and government agencies to
obtain police records on individuals from all
over the country

'his intensive system should be made
available to agencies that really need it, such
as (SD, so that caseworkers will be able to
make knowledgeable decisions based on
complete information

It is frightening that until now, the con-
sequences of this law have never been no
ticed. Who knows how many other children
are living with previously convicted child
molesters or murders?

CSD employees who are to blame for this
situation should be severely reprimanded i
not removed from their positions and the
legislature should ensure that the laws are
changed so that situations like this will not
happen again
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