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President straddling
environmental fence

President Bush announced Tuesday a ban on off-
shore oil drilling around most of the continental [Unit-
ed States for the rest of the 20th century. He says more
studies are needed to weigh the environmental impact
and scientific concerns of oil exploration.

Bush made his decision based on the recommenda-
tions of a task force he appointed just days after taking
office. The report, released in January, has never been
made public.

The ban does not affect current offshore oil drill-
ings, nor is it a permanent decision which cannot be
rescinded or altered in the future. The administration
does not desire an outright ban, and tried at first to en-
tice local coastal governments into allowing some off-
shore drilling in exchange for shared revenues from
the drillings.

Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan Jr., who
headed the task force, even hinted that some new off-
shore oil drilling would be permitted. But pressure
from environmental groups compelled the president to
propose a complete ban. His supporters claim he is fi-
nally showing that he is the environmental president.

But one token decision on oil drilling does not
qualify the president as an environmentalist. While the
Exxon tanker Valdez was spewing oil into Prince Wil-
liam Sound in Alaska, Bush twiddled his thumbs in
the Oval Office. And one day after listing the northern
spotted owl as a threatened species, the Bush adminis-
tration on Tuesday called for a revision of the 1973 En-
dangered Species Act which would prevent court chal-
lenges to timber sales proposed by the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice and the Bureau of Land Management.

This action undermines the recommendations of a
panel of government scientists who urged the presi-
dent to set aside an additional 3 million acres of old-
growth forests to help protect the imperiled bird

Nobody is happy with the 10-year ban on offshore
oil drilling. Oil companies, driven by the need for
profit, must now search for other unchartered waters to
desecrate. Environmentalists want a permanent ban on
offshore drilling and a commitment to alternative ener-
H‘\' SOUrces.

There is untapped potential for solar and geo-
thermal energy possibilities. If the federal government
spent as much time and money on these alternatives as
it does for the oil companies and their priorities, the
sun and earth would be supplying most of our energy
needs,

The current administration is not ecology-minded.
George Bush is not the environmental president. That
label can come only from environmentalists — not pol-
luters and big business.
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Court ruling leaves too many questions

I'his week, the 115 Supreme Court ad
dressed an issue which it had never before
considered. Its decision on the “right-to
die’” question may prove to be as controver
stal--and as far-reaching--as its opinions on
other divisive 1ssues such as abortion

The case presented involves a 32-vear
old Missoun woman, Nancy Cruzan, who
has been connected to a feeding machine
since January, 1983, Her parents labored
through the Missouri Supreme Court and fi
nally the 1S Supreme Court in an effort to
remove  their davghter from the feeding
equipment

Fhe Cruzans msist that their davghter
would not wiamt to live her life as a “"human
viegetabl

In a 5-4 decision, a pattern which has
become standard for the I\."I]ll‘i‘llHT Court
the majority of the justices said that the pa
tient’s tamily does not automatically  have
the right to retuse medical treatment if the
patient cannot -[h'.tL. tor herselt .\Lnl!lilln,‘
to the ruling the family must provide ¢lear
and convincing evidence that Nancy would
want to die

\though the decision sets some prece
dent, most ot the decision-making power is
left 1o the hands of state legislatures. Future
controntations are sure to come on this is
sue

I'his ruling is unjust. The decision of

whether or not to remove lile support equip
ment from a loved one who has been re-
duced to a vegetative state should rest with
the tamily, not with state or tederal courts

While human life must be considered sa
cred. it is only sacred to those who can live
it and enjov its beauty. Nancv Cruzan can
neither enjoyv nor partake in life's pleasures

The quality of life for the families of co-
matose patients is also severely reduced. It
1s the families of these patients that raised,
nurtured, nourished, loved, and cared for
them. They are also the ones who care for
them when they are ill and pay for their
medical expenses. After vears of complete
hospital care without any change in the pa
tient's condition, 11 is not unreasonable tor a
family to end a lite that i1s not even being
Lived

Many people do not plan for the future
and don’t even Know that “hving wills™ ex
ist. How do family members provide clear
and convincing evidence that their relative
would want to die if they were reduced to a
vegetative state”

Fhe Supreme Court has left many of
Perhaps they
will be better answered by our state courts
and legislatures. For the Cruzans, however
itis an agonizing and trving situation which
has been indelinitely  lengthened by the
court's decision

these questions unanswered
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