Daily Emerald

Editorial

Area economies
must diversify

As expected. Congress declared the northern spot-
ted owl a threatened species last week. The bird will
be protected under the Endangered Species Act effec-
tive July 23. Under the law, threatened species cannot
be harmed nor can their habitats be destroyed without
federal government approval.

A threatened species is considered likely to be-
come extinct without protection, whereas an endan-
gered species is most certain to become extinct.

A U.S. Forest Service study completed in April
states that the northern spotted owl has lost about two-
thirds of its natural habitat since 1800. The panel that
completed the report recommended that more than 3
million acres of previously unprotected forests be set
aside to preserve the owls’ habitat.

Timber industry representatives claim that pre-
venting logging of the old growth forests will cost the
Northwest between 25-75,000 jobs. But blaming the
northern spotted owl on timber industry problems ig-
nores the real problem. Regardless of whether owls
need protecting, and they do, the beauty of old growth
forests is reason enough to explore alternatives to cur-
rent timber company practices.,

The timber industry has known for a long time that
its obscene clearcutting policy could not last forever.
While not always visible from the family car, the rape
of our forests can clearly be seen from the air.

It is unfortunate that timber industry workers are
suffering the most. But during the previous decade
many area mills have shut down while laborers blessed
enough to keep working took pay cuts. Signs that the
glory days of logging are over have been evident for a
long time. The increased shift to automation in mills,
the rise of raw log exports, and the failure to transform
to second-growth timber base are to blame for the ma-
jority of lost jobs. But to continue cutting old growth
forests simply to keep people working is foolhardy and
unfeasible.

If society eliminated crime, thousands of law-en-
forcement officials, lawyers, judges and prison workers
would lose their jobs. If people became more health-
conscious, thousands of doctors, nurses and hospital
workers would lose their jobs. Because jobs would be
lost, does this mean that a lawful, healthy populace
isn't desirable? Of course not.

The benefits to society would outweigh the disad-
vantages. The United States has made the transition
from agrarian to manufacturing to service-oriented so-
ciety within the past 60 years. New jobs were created
to replace the antiquated ones. Logging towns, like
family farms, will soon be a page in history. Instead of
fighting the inevitable, legislators must work together
with timber companies and their employees to devise
and implement alternative economic opportunities.

Listing the spotted owl as a threatened species is
forcing the Pacific Northwest to do what should have
been done a long time ago — diversify its economic

base.

Oregon Daily

Emerald

PO B VPSS Fugene, Ovegon 97400

Editor A
News/Managing Editor Chostopher Bia
Graphics Editor Sea t
Associate Editors
Entertainment: Hroan B
Student Govt JActivities M e
Community Pat Malact

Editorial Editor Hobe ot Ward
Night Editor Cnnistopher Bl

Statl Photographer Vince Han

Advertising Sales Kathy Smutr

Production nF h Elisa niman, Martin Thie 3 Vwhile Ke
General Statt

Advertising Director ! '
Production Manager M !
Classitied Sales. Peggy Mol

n Assistant to the Publisher 1 wnit
Advertising Coordinator ira

Accounts Receivable, Circulation Newsroom 346 551
Classitied Advertising 346 4343
Display Advertising 336-3712
Production Graphic Services 346 4381

TWIN PEAKS

e T T T - — - — —
BEEEREE ] ST
MR ISR G| S— it ' | R + : + S SRS ESE |
| | | ] | [ | |
e e T § W) N S T S0 4__ ) [ e ) 1S ||- i
| || | | | ]
=1 5 : — _.._ﬂ,“_;'__' = . -
| | |
=ll e e [t _‘_J-_+__-+| — _I+_~_
| | ! |
- S R 208 - S | T-ﬁw_,j_g
L _, 1 'I st - | |
| | ' S T T
—— | l ! ! | —-.____,I_._'
| ; [ ] ek} Il R
—— s e
N Bl -1 ] B
1111 f ‘T .
— e e TS l ]
e ol A
1 O O S O ) L .' | '%&_
| EEE | Al
- - - —- - —— oS SE—— i . + | O
BEEENENISSsNENENE 7.
RENEENENEERENER.
ENEEREESRER S SERS R,
| | |
| S S NN OO ] [ | '_._i_ . | | _ ‘ ! 1 ] |
=) [ ' I ‘ i I|' = [ j
——— o 4L _"__' *4. + ! -+
| o [ S | [
7 _,v_ 74 L"F—Q_'-Zi_-.-f}_--':.*"— R R S —] = [ ; I - S
.g"; Wt b R P Y TR
=== __________

Debatable

Fhis is 1in reply 1o the com
mentary by Annette Bridees on
censorship and pornography
CDE. June 149} 1 disagree with
her views ol everal counts
First of all. | believe that the e

il of the atorementioned
IR Anes v u-u:-:-'.-.'rn]. ir ot
wialks like a duck I'he
question botls down to if it s

true that pornography  causes
violence to women, do these ef
fects  outweigh  the  damage
caused by promulgating cen

izee this 1s a4 sensitive valoe

sorship in this country”?
jadgment, but | tor one believe
that the potential eftects of cen
sorship far outweigh any other
consideration I'tis 15 not to
sav | condone violence upon
women, personally 1 don’t con

dlone v |1|[|-:u 1 -_1r-:n'[.||

Secondly Lhe 1ssue as o
whether pornography (erotica)
causes violence 1o women is
debatable. Yes

lation between the two, but cor

there 1s a corre

relations merely suggest a pred

tential  causal relationship |
would not at all be surprised i
there are I-:'.:'Ilir'\ variables b
Twerey thie two

L.ast ithough these are rela
tivels vimpaortant) s
Bridges implies that pornogr
phy  (erotical s by tor
men Fhis is just plain naive
te. Believe 11 or not \nnette

there are plenty of women that

both enjoy  pornography  and

contribute to its  publication

1e. the publication  Yellow
Silk) Also. bondage per se s
i1 Hwavs |,|[.||1:ni'd In a vio
lent manner

John Bainbridge
Eugene

Respect life

1 [ 1 hamao pranist
loses two hingers i an accident
and can never plav again. He
calls Dr. Kevorkian (maker of
the mmfamous intravenous sul
ide machine] and says (RIEY

[ can't bear the pain and loss ot

dhignity and livelthood hook

e up to vour machine

I'hen Donald I:!II:l]l calls be
Catse Ms \I.|;|l+-~ -il]lll]n--i
him. He has declared bankrupt
ey and can't take the loss of

quality of hife. " indignity and

emotional distress. What  will
the criteria be 1o decide who
may  legally commit suicide?
What is dignity? Quality  of
Ife? Should the thousands of
terminallv-ill Americans who
go into remission  each  vear
have ended ther x!]]:u\,’[l' Lpon
diagnosis even before the
wood news? Certainly not. and
neither showld have Janet Ad
kins

American society ftalls to re
spect the sanctity of human life
betore  birth  (abortions)  and
dignity

quahity - of  hite and  even

now, in the name of

love, " seeks to eliminate life
which tails to meet the criteria
Fhis s a grave error. The enp
pled. retarded. comatose and
quality
by some standards. The

senile elderly all lack
of lite
suffering also earn our sVImpa
thy mmd  we must ease  their
pain, comforting the afflicted
and healing the sick. But never
should we assist in the unnatu
ral death of an innocent person
even oneselt For all the wis
dom and character so many
have gained through suffering
and trials, how spiritually poor
our world would be if we al
wavs bailed out of lite at the

ted.

length or style.

L Letters Policy

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 words, legible, signed and the identification of
the writer must be verified when the letter is submit-
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etters

sight of adversity

Brandon Shepard
Fugene

Poor planning

Millions of American basket
ball fans watching the Blazers
Pistons game were -'\|1H-l'|i 1)
the raw beauty of Mt Hood
over Poftland the other mght
I'his exposure of our precious
natural resource 1s no doubt
public rela
tions tor Oregon’s tourism e
tort

worth millions in

What Americans couldn’t see
trom the CBS camera viewpoint
1s the expanse ol clearcuts abut
ting the minitature wilderness
area surrounding the base of
M Hood Ihey  would  be
\I“ll kl'l[

Anvbody taking oft on a clear
day in a jet plane heading East
trom Portland can see for them
selves the extent of logging and
clearcuts in the Cascades. Tim
ber industry arguments that en
vironmentalists have “locked
up' the forest don't seem very
persuasive at that moment

Is there some moral impera
tive that Western civilization
must consume and destroy the
oldest and most precious of ow
destrov and
fragment an entire living eco
svstem all for the sake of timber
industry profits?

natural resources

Automation log
lack of planning and invest
ment (public and private) for
the transition to a
growth timber economy are the
real culprits of job loss in the
lorest |Il'lllil|l ts industry

l'\illlll‘-;

second

Resolution of this issue de
lines Oregon as a state commait
ted to our long-term environ-
mental needs or as a state
where  short-term  thinking
reigns supreme as our forests,
air, walter, fish and wildlife
gradually deteriorate

I say let’s vote on it
State Rep. Dave McTeague
District 25
Tuesday, June 26, 1990
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