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Anti-porn view not censorship

By Annette Bridges

I'he recent letters concerning
free hill'l'lil. and pornography
particularly in relation to maga
zine sales at the EML! are
symptomatic of the simplisti
dichotomy by which we gener
ally frame the debate. Akin to
the simplification of the repro
ductive rights issue. which la
bels people as "pro-abortion”™
or “pro-life’” and ignores the
centrality of individual
choices, the pornography de-
bate is thought of as a battle be
tween advocates of free speech
and censorship. We gain a
deeper understanding  of the
subject if we re-examine our
definition of censorship

Feminists who seek to limit
the distribution of violent and
exploitative porn (or art, or |t
erature) are accused of wishing
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distorted view of the
fact, women have
this supposedly
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'.lu":L of the media, of “erotic
art (which claims  aestheti
worth) or of “pornography
[which seeks mly  to creat
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}IEI'-I\III'F tor the viewer), we
find that they contain exploita
tive images of women and are
generally - produced by
{males] with economic and so
cietal  power, thus denyving
women selt-expression and pre
senting a skewered
the world, Our art and media
are in fact filled with censor
ship all the more insidious as
it is coverl, unspoken, and de
nies the existence of the female
creative subject to begin with

I'he pornography issue, then
1s not an issue of ll"II‘-l!l'\hlll ol
male pleasure. but rather one of
the civil rights of women (and
L rl"lkll1}.‘,|\ of women of color

witness the of Pent
house featuring bound Japanese
women). Women experience
violence daily in our society
and porn strengthens the hink
between this violence and male
pleasure. A law banning vio
lent  pornography  would  be
fact that its con
sumption ocours al the cost of

those
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high moral ground

I'im Webber's rhetorical
fjuestion And what about all
of the nude women in classi
it has an amportant corol

larv: Whyv Is classic art tutl

of nude women, ob images ol
rape and L"'”-'F‘I“"‘-’ ol women

il painted by men? Certain
Iy this art has been exg
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because of its nudi
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society. The analysis ol this
res |F|r!|i ||\ ]'ll'.‘[‘w iy resem
blance to the
self-righteous
Jesse Helms
Explicitly violent porn is ob
viously not the only vehicle for
damaging
There  are  few
would wish to outlaw Plavhaoy
but this does not imply that we
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moralistic and
posturing of

tmages ol women

people  who

must  bestow  our

he ENTD Board's
represents one |n|.| (but very
laudable) act of intervention
I'he tear, the rage, the
lack of selb-esteem in
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shame
and the
women to which violence and
pornography contribute need to
balished betore
i to --||r'.|L. of freedom of ex
pression or of speech. As Jenny
Kane suggested (O NMay 25)

b a wir can be

women do work hard
mand '_u-.[:-.' and part ol
that work is the elimination ol
iolent pornograpiy Hxr
gestion that those women who
s {8 Penthiouse are
lll-l”ll' however, 1s ludicrous in
light of male censorship
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