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Editoria

Flag-buming issue
just a smokescreen

With all the hoopla surrounding flag-burning, one
would think it is the most pressing issue facing the
country. We think Congress has much more to concern
itsell with,

The House and the Senate are preparing to vote on
a constitutional amendment to make flag-burning un-
lawful. The Supreme Court. by a 5-4 margin, recently
overturned a Texas law that made flag-burning a
crime, Justice William Brennan. speaking for the ma-
jority, said the law violated the underlying principle of
First Amendment law: "“That the government may not
prohibit the expression of an idea simply because soci-
ety finds the idea offensive or disagreeable.

What is offensive and disagreeable is the amount of
time and energy lawmakers are spending on the flag-
burning issue. With intense problems facing the coun-
try, including the budget deficit, the Savings and Loan
crisis, AIDS. education funding, and military spend-
ing. it is deplorable to see Congress expend energy on
restricting free expression.

The cry for a constitutional amendment against
flag-burning is absurd. Our flag is supposed to repre-
sent our dedication to the principles of a democratic
society. including free speech. It is illogical to assume
that in prohibiting a certain form of free speech, we are
protecting free speech.

No one knows what effect a ban on flag-burning
would have on the First Amendment. With the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts under attack because it
funds allegedly obscene art, and the performance of
the rap group 2 Live Crew labeled “‘obscene’ because
of the lvrical content of its songs, free speech is under
tight scrutiny. But the real scary aspect of the proposed
amendment is the number of lawmakers jumping on
the bandwagon to support it. It is perceived that a vote
against an amendment is a vote against freedom in the
United States.

Restricting flag-burning is in direct contrast to
what the First Amendment represents. While President
Bush says flag-burning “‘endangers the fabric of our
country,” he fails to mention the cloak of secrecy sur-
rounding his role in the Iran-contra affair and his ties
to Manual Noriega. It isn't the cloth of the flag that
needs protecting, but the principles it represents.

What would be the cost, in time, money, and re-
sources, in enforcing flag-burning? If our flag repre-
sents all the good that the United States stands for.
what about the poor., the homeless. and the unem-
ploved? Some people may feel justified in burning a
flag. Instead of prosecuting. and perhaps putting in
jail. citizens who burn the flag, the government should
be concerned with the causes of these people’s frustra-
tions
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Homelessness: not a seasonal problem

For the past two years, the beginning of
summer has signaled Lane County adminis-
trators that it is time to shut down Eugene's
Opportunity Shelter. Perhaps county  offi
cials believe the homeless (||'~.||1]u'.|l in the
summer. that homelessness s a seasonal
problem

Those of us with reasonable minds know
that this is not the case

It is true that the county provided fami-
lies who were still staving at the shelter and
were without permanent housing vouchers
for local hotel rooms, but the tamilies claim
that the hotel rooms are unlivable

Because of these problems, a few of the
tamihies decided to protest the closure by
camping out on the shelter’s lawn

The creation of the Opportunity Shelter
twa yvears ago was a definitive move to deal
with a pressing problem. Now the county
wants to put its money elsewhere and plans
on expanding current family shelter pro-
grams and building more low-income hous-
ing. Unfortunately these programs are not
ready now for the people who need them
oW

The continuing housing problem in this
area seems to be at the center of the home-
less problem. Income is a key factor in ob-
taining housing. Signing a lease on a place
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is too expensive with first and last month's
rent plus a deposit due before tenants can
move in

Some rental agencies even require po-
tential tenants to earn at least four times the
cost of their rent before they will even con-
sider their application

Landlords traditionally do not like tami-
lies with a lot of children, even though 1t is
illegal to discriminate against such families.
Large families put a lot of wear and tear on a
house. so landlords often prefer quiet, older
people with well-paying jobs.

Community concern has been growing
and some landlords are realizing the prob-
lems and opening up their doors to a wider
variety of people. Over the weekend people
brought food, clothing and money to the
families camping out on the Opportunity
Shelter lawn.

What is truly disheartening is that while
public concern about homelessness contin-
ues to grow in our community, there is little
direct action by our elected officials

Money has been set aside to enlarge pro-
grams in the near future, but right now there
is still a gap: there are still people without
housing

The county should have left the shelter
open until it could provide needy people
with equal or better services elsewhere.
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crimes  remain  unprosecuted
I'he off-the-shelf covert VEnter

prise”” which illegally armed
the contras and was uncovered
by congressional  committees
and the Christic Institute, was
neither dismantled nor brought
to justice. In addition, govern
ment collusion with drug traf
fickers in support of the contra
war and illegal propaganda of
forts by the Oftice of Public i
plomacy have all been ignored

When all is said and done

nothing was done to prevent
the lran-contra abuses, or worse
viel from happening again
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Eugene that's what he said

James Heermance
Eugene
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ture. Is ROTC advocating teach
ing children how to use auto
matic weapons? What are these
folks smiling about?

We should be horrified how
pervasive militarism is in our
society that a photo like this
can appear in a local newspa-
per and make learning to use a
deadly weapon look like a fun
and appropriate activity. Print
ing this photo was a grave mis-

take

Janet Cromwell
United Methodist
Campus Ministry

Letters Policy

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 words. legible, signed and the identification of
the writer must be verified when the letter is submit-
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