Daily Emerald

Editorial

Leave Dead alone
- to perform for fans

Well, the Grateful Dead are due back in Eugene in
late July for two shows, and as thev say themselves,
“Wherever we go the people all complain ™

Right after the shows were announced (the Dead's
first visit since 1988) members of the city government
began to express concerns about having the Dead and
their seemingly limitless number of followers gracing
the streets of our sweet town.

In recent vears the Grateful Dead have been
blocked from numerous concert halls around the na
tion due to an increasingly negative reputation. The
usual complaints range from badly behaved concertgo-
ers, to vending that cannot be taxed, to people urinat
ing on lawns, and excessive arrests

While some of these concerns are valid. such as the
that can cost a city a greal deal of monev 1o
others are found at most rock concerts. Uinlor
the Dead. thev have had more than 20
vears to develop their renowned reputation

arrests
Process
tunately for

Over the past few vears, the Dead have made ex
tensive eltorts to curh these |n||!|ia'||lx When concert
tickets are sold through the mail, the Dead send letters
with the tickets asking people not to sell clothes, jew
clry, ete. al concerts, 1o behave themselves and to re
member that if they don’t, the Dead may not be asked
back to the town again

On the other hand, there are many towns that are
more than happy to open their doors to the Dead and
company. In addition to their their devoted audience
the Dead are also known for bringing a lot of money to
the towns they play in. Eugene is no exception

The last time they were here, about $5 million was
dropped in FEugene. That was only for one show. Imag-
ing what kind of revenues we will be looking at with
two shows

Local hotels benefit greatly from the concerts
When the Dead are in town, hotels from here to the
coast and as lar north as Salem are all booked. Even
now, some hotels are filled up for that weekend; some
wore hooked weeks ago

People who rent hotel rooms pay a guest tax which
goes into local government. The city may complain

patrols and court and litigation costs), but to be realis-
tic, a lot of money comes into the town, including ho-
tiel taxes

Local restaurants, specially shops and the Saturday
Market all do very well when the Grateful Dead come
to town. And local store owners and employees who
interact with the fans say they are “nice people’ and
they haven’t had any problems with them.

Perhaps the only real problem is that people just
don’t like the Grateful Dead and their tans, which is
fine. But you cannot deny 60,000 or more people from
a couple of enjovable afternoons just because vou don't
like them or their music.
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Field buming measure needs support

annually into the atmosphere. Evervbody re
members the tragic August 1988 accident in
which seven people died when smoke from

H Oreeon State Sen. Grattan Kerans has

s way :I!!lil!||!:||‘|:'l'-.'l '.'-Illll!'”ll:lll!!l'

I'he topic has a special place in Kerans'
platform. It is a subject he kept in the pub
lie's eve during the 1989 Legislature and has

continued to plug away at ever since

Field burning 1s the practice in which

orass seed tarmers torch their fields 1o clear

them after a harvest. It is cheap, effective
and quick. The farmers’ labbyving group. the
Oregon Seed Council, has worked overtime
to prevent any sort of anti-field burning bill
from being passed

Although the OSC stvmied KNerans' ef
torts in 1984, he has organized a signature
campatgn to put g measure on the November

ballot which would phase out and eventual

Iv ban held burning

If passed. the bill would start a five-vear
1991 the number of acres burned
would be S0 percent. In 1995
grass seed farmers would be required to ei
ther stop burning altogether, or find a more
acceptable method, such as burning with
propane

provess 1y
reduced by

Kerans' measure deserves full support
Right now. 225,000 acres of grass seed are
burned in the Willamette Valley every vear

Over 20,000 tons of pollution are released
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adieu at a pre-concert party!

Parking

oncerned over the new-
proposed parking structure

versity campus alreadv has en
tirely too much automobile traf-
[ am including me. When 1
drive to campus | park about a

an out-of-control grass seed fire blew ovel
Interstate 5. Such an accident should not
have happened and should be prevented
from occurring in the tuture

Despite what the OSC and other critics
would have vou believe, Kerans is not out to
‘get”” the grass seed industry. He is tryving
to stop a major torm of air pollution. Field
burning is not the only way to clear fields
I'he alternatives mav not be as financially at
tractive, but they are better for the environ
maent

I'he proposed measure will not ruin the
industry
state, which is why Kerans' measure has tax
credits and breaks for farmers who switch to
cleaner methods of field-clearing.  Also
grass seed chaff (the part farmers burn) can
be used for livestock feed, as is now done in
Japan and other countries, Either way. the
grass seed industry will survive.

Grass seed is important to the

Kerans' ballot measure has fewer than
half of the 6,400 needed signatures. Find o
copy of the measure and sign it. Then sup-
port it in the November election. Otherwise
tons of pollution will continue to  be
dumped into our atmosphere.

Letters

hours anvway

I'm not complaining; | enjoy
the walk to school. 1 feel too
many people drive around the
campus area when they could
be biking. walking or using the
bus svstem. Each student al
readv pavs money to be able to
use L'TD and | think it 1s a greal
service

Environmentally, there are
already way loo many cars in
Eugene. Let's not scrap the ten
nis courts just so we will have
one more parking structure and

Bert Tryba
FEugene
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1 ul i dance. The
prospect that some "'scientists’
i statt 1 ht 1lso  be lost
hould  not be  considered
triage. One could fondlv, but
philosophically bid them

mile away because | really can't
attord to park at a meter and
I'm usually going to be on cam-
more than three

pus

Iwo or

one more excuse o Il"lti a sed

entary life
Stacie Olson

Health Education

community.

Letters Policy

The Emerald will attempt to print all letters contain-
ing comments on topics of interest to the University
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