Soviet President

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev may be eager to play “Let's Make A Deal
when he meets with West Coast executives next week
but he's likely to be confronted by plenty of skepti
Ci1sm

Gorbachev, beleaguered at home by rising prices
and bare shelves, is going west in search of high-tech
products, entrepreneurial  expertise and long-term
business relations after his summit talks with Pres
dent Bush

Gorbachev's June 4 luncheon with executives of 150
businesses based in Califorma, Oregon and Washing
ton is ““more than a public relations gesture, " said Bill
Johnston, Palo Alto-based Hewlett-Packard Co
tor of international planning and administration

“He is clearly wooing the West, and certainly this
area. He's trving to get his economy squared away and
attract 115 manufacturing to the Soviet
Linion.’

Hewlett-Packard has had an office in Moscow for 18
vears, and last week joined four other US companies
in a consortium with three Soviet health and medica
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ford University has charged the Bay area with a Super
Bowl atmosphere Corporate executives are scrambling
for a chance to dine with him some willing to pay
thousands of dollars for a ticket

Iifteen companies Co-Sponsoring the event are jriey
g $2.000 for two seats each, and up to $500 tor addi
tional seats. Labor leaders are complaining they may
be left out

Phone lines are jammed at the Soviet consulate,

Stanford, the San Francisco Chamber of Commertce
and City Hall. T-shirts with Gorbachev's image and
tackier souvenirs a "Communist Party Animal®™" ]
shirt already are on sale, and billboards are planned

to welcome the Soviet leader in the city and on the
highwiays

I'his may even exceed the Super Bowl. " predicted
Stanford spokesman Joel Shurkin, who said the uni
versity had been bombarded with redquests by 5.000 re
porters (o cover Gorbachev's S h at the 1,700-seat
Memorial Auditorium
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Corp.. who has organized a Soviet Sthicon Summit 1o

encourage high-tech trade between the countries
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Regional

looking to West for economic help

of the area's big tourist attractions, has sparked more

excitement
Lots of people have invited her institutions. hos
pitals, homes, ™" said Charlotte Mailliard San
Francisca's chiet of protocol

Armenians Latvians Estonians,  [ithuanians,
Eritreans and Soviet Jews are planning protests. some
coming from hundreds of miles awayv to register com-
|:|.|!!|l- about Soviet 11[!]1[ 1es

At Gorbachev's request, the companies at the busi
ness luncheon will represent a variety of industries
telecommunications computers, ml}.lrjllll‘-llll'h‘\_ food
otl, banking., hotels and

Swig

processing. construction,
tourism

Gorbachev's aides chose the companies from a list
submitted by the Chamber of Commerce, which is co
host of the luncheon with Mayvor Art Agnos and Cali
fornia Gov. George Deukmejian

“The Soviets have an interest in positioning the
Astan part of their country as a Pacific Rim player,”
said Carol Piasente, spokeswoman for the Chamber of
Commerce. ““The purpose of this luncheon is to build
da !1'[.{!1!!:1\[11‘: between the West Coast companies and
the Far Eastern part of the Soviet Union

In addition to Hewlett-Packard, other companies
with long-standing ties to the Soviet Union that will

be represented at the luncheon are AT&T, BankAmer
tca and Chevron
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