»
S A el g s S M e

Kerans tackles field smoke issue
Ballot measure needs support to survive

By

Daralyn Trappe

Oregon State Sen. Grattan Kerans is hoping to
collect enough signatures to put a measure on the
ballot in November that would ban the current
practice of field burning by grass seed farmers

In a forum at the University Thursday, Kerans
said the 40-vear-old practice of burning Helds af
ter a harvest has taken s toll on the local envy
ronment

Fhey're using our air as their garbage dispos
al.”" he sand Ihey gt thie irlllilT we gel the |ﬂ-:
lution. They get the gain, we get the loss

Kerans reported that 20,000 tons of PM 1O [par
ticutate matter of 10 microns or less) are released
into the atmosphere every yvear. PM1D s a cancer
causing substance which gets embedded in the
lings when inhaled

“-llln-h'l-- do 11 1o themselves and the grass
farmers do it 1o us Kerans said

Fhe measure outhines a hive-year phase down
plan on open field burning in the Willamette Val
lev. Currently
bhurned every vear in the vl ley

If the measure passes in the November

V25000 acres ol grass seed are

peneral
clection, a 50 percent reduction in the total num
ber of aores burned would be |'"<"|lll"1i [0
I'he reduction would continue untsl the Pt
1s virtually phased out

By 1995, all grass

"|1:J'.l'|t to etther hind an alternative

sevdd farmers waould beore
to burning
their fields or meet the best available environ
mental standards for it, such as the use of a pro
pane machine which burns much cleaner, Kerans
said

When asked about the feasibility and expense
ol such alternatives as the use of a pPropanmne burn

er, kerans saud the machine s expensive but

farmers would be given a 50 percent tax « riedat of
they purchased one

He added that even tamily farmers could afford
the machine

“There are no POoOr grass sed farmers,” kerans
saidd. I's the number one industry in Oregon
And we're already saving we'll pay for half {of
the machine)

He added that another alternative 1s to sell the
leftover grass seed to a country such as Japan
kerans said Japanese tarmers use it to feed their
livestock and some states are already selling to
them

Necessity is the mother of invention kerans
said “If this measure passes, the farmers will fig
ure out another way to deal with the leftover
Qrass

'm not anti-farmer, U'manti-pollution b
said I want them to succeed, and they will 1
have faith in the ingenuity of the American busi
!H"-‘\I”‘I'-il”

K erians \.bni I'!H reason griss seeeeid tarmaers r!:--
Oregon Seed Council and the Oregon Forest In
dustries Council want 1o continue 1 hi practics ol
Pyieddd 'III[III[I\', is that it is the o }:r.|'||r stoway 1o et
rid of grass after a harvest

He stated that aindustne

sithect to Clean A legislation and other |.nli:|;

ind corporalions an

tion control laws, and farmers should be equally
responsible for the environment

Kerans sald he did not feel the measure would
have a negahive etlect on Uiregon s econoiy
ome to g

A5 il is now, people don’t want to

:1|.1|1- that has four seasons rain, rain, rain and
simioke

Kerans and other initiative supporters have col
lected liess

tures necessary by July 6 to put it on the ballot in

than hall ot the required 6 400 signa

November

Buy now or forever pay the price.
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ymputer Support Lab
on campus betore it's too late
You'll ind discounts on Apple
Macintosh, IBM I’S/2, Ashton-Tate
Clans, and Microsoft products \
So hurry in. You might not get

another discount hike this until you're 65

Microcomputer Support Lab
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LAST CHNANCE FOR
STUDENT DISCOUNTS

MICROCOMPUTER
SUPPORT LAB

REAL WORLD NEXT

Your Student Discou_n_t: Use it or lose it.

02 Computing Center

Monday - Friday
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Roberts ‘goes too far

Lane County Commission
(4] f.u‘ Roberts had a Sign n
window at the
Lane  County  Courthouse
I'hursday  that read "This
One Goes Too Far! Vote No
on the First Amendment ™" It

was o doctored version ol a

his  office

|.|r.l||u||.1.',.'! |,']<|t .1I'|1 ||||;||r'~11n.'\
a tougher nuclear free zone
Law

Roberts was one of two
COMIMISSIGNers who last
Witk r|'1l|l-\|'|l 1ssues of For
est Vorce magazine from the
courthouse intormation
booth The decision contin
ues to receive crticism, and
Raberts said he put the sign

up as a humorous response

lo the controversy

If the First Amendment
brings all of this, does it go
too far?” he said. His mes
sage was a satirical commen
tary on the fact that recent
decisions at the managerial
level are being clevated 1o
encompass constitutional is
sUes }!l' ‘\ulll!

Forest Voice was removed
from the courthouse infor
mation booth alter a misun
derstanding over which pub
lications were allowed at the
booth, Roberts said

I'he magazine was much

more  confrontational  than

Turn to ROBERTS, Page 11
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Second Hand Clothing

NEED CASH?
We BUY used

clothing
New 2

3447039
10-6 Mon.-Sat
360 E. 11th
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inko’s
Creat copies. Creat people

860 E 13th

TERIYAKI
ALLEY

Teriyaki Beef
with
Bell Peppers & Onions
or
Broccoli On Rice
Small $2.25
Large $3.25

1306 Hilyard * 345-9555

Open 24 Hours
344-7894

Friday, May 25. 1990
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