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Editorial

Three Sisters logging
deserves punishment

Once again, the Three Sisters Wilderness is back in
the news, and once again, it concerns illegal logging

On Tuesday, Willamette National Forest sources
revealed that seven acres of the protected wilderness
were logged in 1985 This is the second such an-
nouncement made in the space of a month. Earlier, of-
ficials said 12 acres were inadvertently logged around
the same time as the 1985 cut

The Three Sisters Wilderness is protected under a
1984 law sponsored by Sen. Mark Hatfield. It estab-
lished strict rules governing logging around the wil-
derness, and specifically prohibited some areas from
being touched.

Now it seems the Forest Service has violated that
law not once, but twice,

WNF officials claim the mistakes were uninten-
tional. that the exact logging boundary was unclear. It
doesn’t matter if the specifications were lost in a bu-
reaucratic shuffle. If there were any doubt over what
should and should not have been logged, the prudent
course would have been to not cut at all.

Mistakes will happen, and to their credit. the For-
est Service has tried o rectify their errors by replanting
the logged areas. But the “inadvertent mistake' plea
wears thin. A pair of such errors, revealed within a
month of each other, doesn't exactly lead one to think
it's a coincidence.

Environmentalists are calling for a full Congres-
sional investigation of the two incidents, and they are
right. It may be too early to say the logging was done
deliberately, as some people are charging, but the For-
est Service should be held accountable for what hap-
pened,

At a time when the entire timber industry is suffer-
ing from vast quantities of negative PR, the recent de-
bacles will not calm the waters. This is just another ex-
ample of public timberland abuse.

The entire Oregon timber industry needs to
change. What is needed is simple, though it will be a
strain for a while. No more old growth logging. Ban
exports of raw timber. Give tax incentives to mill own-
ers to retool for second-growth. Preserve the sanctity of
state and federal parks and wilderness areas.

Oregon can no longer afford the current timber in-
dustry practices. If the state is going to make it in the
21st century, other, more stable sources of revenue
must be found.

Any more mistakes like the ones in the Three Sis-
ters Wilderness should be dealt with in the strictest
means possible
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Egg throwing incident not an accident

Former  University  student  Colleen
Smith may have been blinded in one eve last
weekend when someone hit her with an egg
from a vehicle Smith has undergone sur-
gery to repair the damage to her eve and she
will still need further treatment

No one has been arrested in the incident
and police have little information on the
case. The most likely method of the 1|:|1I(l'
finding the perpetrator is il someone comes
forward with specific information.

Besides the obvious senselessness of the
incident a 22-vear-old woman may lose
sight in one eve because of a thoughtless act
by some irresponsible moron there is a
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Smith has no medical
cannot attord the cost of her
ment

The  community  has
Smith's dilemma in more than an dappropri
ate manner. On Tuesday a bank account was
opened in her name to help pay for her med-
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A Springtield man on Tuesday spoke up
and offered a $1,000 reward for information
leading to the arrest of the person or persons
involved in the egg throwing. He also is
concerned about responsibility. He does not
even know Smith, but he was so outraged at
the incident that he felt compelled to do
something

We should also feel compelled to con
tribute in some way. Hundreds of University
students ride their bikes dailyv. It could have
been any one of us. It it had, we would want
and need the support of our community

Donations to Smith's medical expenses
can be dropped off at any Willamette Sa
ings & Loan in the area. Medical expenses
are extremely high, so any contribution will
help.

Also. anyone with information about the
incident or similar episodes should contact
the Irn[l: eat 687-5121
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