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People with AIDS
forgotten by bill

Congress passed broad-reaching legislation Tues-
day prohibiting discrimination against people with
disabilities. This bill is considered to be the strongest
blow to discrimination since the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

With George Bush in office, this bill might come as
quite a surprise, even more so when yvou consider the
Americans with Disabilities Act — first passed by the
Senate last year — was one of Bush's keynote issues
during the 1988 presidential campaign. His signing the
bill is considered to be a formality.

But when you look at the fine print. some *
istic’” luster of the bill wears off

There is no dispute over how much good the bill
will do. The ADA is a vast improvement over the 1973
Rehabilitation Act, which, while giving disabled peo-
ple some rights. was extremely limited in scope.

The ADA will affect an estimated 43 million Amer-
icans who suffer at least one form of disability. Hotels,
restaurants and the like will be required to update and
improved disabled access. Private companies with
more than 15 employees will have to hire workers
without discriminating on the basis of either mental or
physical disabilities,

Common sense legislation, but important nonethe-
less.

Perhaps lost in some of headiness over the passage
of the bill was an amendment which makes the House
version of the ADA different from the Senate's. Known
as the Chapman Amendment, it would let employers
prevent workers with “‘contagious diseases’ — includ-
ing AIDS — from taking food-handling jobs.

The Chapman Amendment, which barely passed
199-187. is a blatant example of AIDS-induced hyste-
ria. Several experts have publicly stated their opposi-
tion to the amendment. including Secretary of Health
and Human Services Dr. Louis Sullivan. on the
grounds that it is unnecessary.

Invoking harsh legislation whenever AIDS is
brought up is not the way to deal with the disease. No
matter how often it is repeated, there are some people
who just refuse to believe AIDS cannot be spread
through casual contact. These people are the same
ones who favor a quarantine for AIDS patients and pro-
mote ostracism and irrational fear.

And where i1s Bush, who has cast himself in the
role of the ADA's top advocate? Curiously silent,
though aides have said he will pass the bill regardless
of the amendment.

Hopefully the members of the joint House-Senate
conference committee, where the bill is headed, will
come o their senses and strike this ridiculous amend-
ment from what is otherwise a worthwhile piece of leg-
islation.
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Fans proud to be Ducks this year
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