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Reagan era of sexual
discrimination ending

In this era of Reagan-appointed judges and under-
staffed anti-discrimination agencies, last week's settle-
ment of two major sex bias cases comes as a refreshing
Surprise

In Washington D.C., 11.S. District Judge Gerhard
Gesell awarded Ann Hopkins a partnership in the pres-
tigious Price Waterhouse accounting firm. after Hop-
kins sued the firm in 1983 for denying her partnership
on the grounds that she behaved too much like a man.

Price Waterhouse executives admitted that Hop-
kins had brought in more business to the firm than any
of the other 87 candidates for the partnership. But
Price Waterhouse does not exactly have a glowing re-
cord of bringing women into the higher echelons of
management. Only 27 of the 900 firm partners are
waoirmen

Judge Gesell must have taken this into considera-
tion in his decision to make Hopkins a partner rather
than just award her the more than $400.000 in back
pay she was granted

Gesell’s ruling was a first ever in the history of sex-
uwal discrimination litigation, but Gesell wrote in his
decision that “Partnership is the logical remedy,"" be-
cause Hopkins “was likely to have been made a part-
ner if not for unlawful discrimination.”

In Portland, women also claimed a big victory over
sexism in the workplace when Precision Castparts
agreed to pay $3.5 million 1o about 1,000 female em-
plovees for delegating certain production jobs to wom-
e

The women who filed the complaint in 1980 said
the company was keeping women in the bottom 20
percent of the pay scale at the same time men were
hired and promoted in other areas of production,

The firm agreed to settle rather than face further
litigation. In addition to one of the largest financial
awards ever settled through the U.S. Department of La-
bor. Precision Castparts agreed to offer career counsel-
ing to the women who have been emploved in the del-
egated “traditional women’s jobs’ and to set hiring
and promotion goals for women.

The magnitude of the financial settlement in Port-
land and the precedent-setting decision in the Price
Waterhouse case are hopefully indications that the
Reagan administration’s dismal record on sexual dis-
crimination will not be repeated under Bush.

Although it may be too optimistic to predict behav-
ior of the Bush administration on the merits of two
cases, last week's events send a clear message to em-
ployers that discrimination — of any sort — will not be
tolerated in the American workplace.
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Proofreading

In resp 1) Catherine
Hawlev's stony Logging a0
nts intensity ettorts’ (CHH¥
Mav 15), we would like to com
mend the Emerald tor doing

such a thorough proofreading
and editing job. We would ik
o commend the Emerald Lo
e such a thorough prroat
reading and editing job. We are

unduly Impressed

Lisa Uszler
krisi Mattson
Journalism

Light of day

In response to Dean Walton's
letter “Incubators’™ [(ODE. Nlay
14)

It 15 amazing to me that vou
equate a pertect baby as a
baby that tests negative for
11I1i_LL‘-

Granted, even with all of the
best prenatal care available, no
one can  guarantee a  perfect
baby. But why intensify the sit
uation with needless abuse to
the child? Are yvou willing to
attempt  convincing vourself
and others that a conscilous ac
tion that needlessly  abuses
children is within 4 woman's
right to undertake if she so
chooses? Is there something in
herently wrong with protecting
the interests of such an ex
tremely unvocal minority such
as  children whatever  their
age?

In this society, the unborn
dre not legal persons with pro
tectable mnights under the cur
rent LLS
born, however, they have all
the fundamental rights that am
other member of society has

In vour letter, 1 sense a rather

passive attitude toward the in

terests of children, newborns in
particular, Conversely. vou a
tively voles your opinion in the
mother's interest. These indi

viduals are both legal persons
i why not have equal inter
est in the rights of the child?
With the atality today to le
gallyv destroy the unborn, does
society also have to condone

the irresponsible abuse of those

Constitution. Onee

G.Hmhlln‘- AP iy

James kordich
Political Science

Environment

anvone who voted o

(et

Bush and believes the
current admimistration s truly
dedicated o environmental s
sues, this letter is for vou
Secretary of the Intenor Ma
nuel Lujan, who the “environ
mental |:-il':.I|IE-'II'| .nm--lmh-ul
1-|.".;|l.!1!!r'|1 recently the In
dangered Species Act is too re
strictive and is impeding devel
opment. He also flaunted his
unbelivvable 1gnorance and in
sensitivity to wildlife issues by
Do we have to save
Nobody's
told me the difference between
a red squirrel, a black one or a
brown one " (New York Times
May 12) 1 wonder how he feels
about various owl species

stating
every ‘-llll"-llt'l les !

Bush's choice for this posi
tion. a position which is meant
to be the primary protector of
wildlife in this country, i1s an
undeniable indication of the
level of his commitment to en
vironmental issues. | saw no
condemnation or signs of em
barrassment from Bush follow
ing those outrageous remarks
He obviously agrees with Lu
jan

Bush also allowed Chiel ol
Staft John Sununu to downplay
the possibility of the “green
house effect " And let’s not for
gt his lackadaisical handling
of the Exxon Valdez accident

I'he transparent veil of pseu
do-environmentalism  Bush at
tempts to wrap around himself
has now completely dissolved
and the true hvpocrite has been
revealed

Mother Earth is the loser in
this fiasco. But the people who
support this man are just as re

don’t continue
to believe his clooms. And, o
Farth's sake, don’t vote for him

Tim Webber
I'cr

Not news

Ve are Writing in resporns
the  arti |r' COnCerning |l'll"|..b
Brandon’'s detainment by the
Oregon police (ODE, May 15
We believe that there were

several irrelevant aspects of the
incident that were brought to
our attention, such as the tact
that “drugs and alcohol were
not involved in the arrest

Whyv should such accusator
statements be mentioned at all”?
I'he statement was unrelated to
the topic and seemed to imply
there may have been some sub
stances involved

One of the citings clearly
stated that a reason for his be
havior was to specitically avoid
unnecessary negative publicity
and you insisted upon bringing
this 1o our attention despite his
desire for privacy

I'he use of the word ““report
edly'’ throughout the article in
dicated that there was a sense
of disbelhief regarding the cir
cumstances surrounding the in
cident

Just as Brandon feels the inci
dent 15 not a reflection on him
self, we teel the related article
1S an !'\.Ill‘lll.l' of shabby report
ing and is a direct violation by
the Emerald. We may be disil
lusioned in our expectations of
the Emerald’s ability to pro
duce competent articles for a
:n“t'.L:I' 11!11?“\.“!-11: and not a
supermarket tabloid this is
the Oregon Daily Emerald, not
the Oregon Daily Enquirer

Cary Windsor
Rose Marie Bealty
Students

ted.

Letters Policy

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 words, legible, signed and the identification of
the writer must be verified when the letter is submit-
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