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Editorial

Eugene was fooled
by NFZ opponents

Are Eugene's voters fickle and easily manipulated,
or are they solid, sensible citizens? That's the question
on everybody's mind as the aftermath of the campaign
for a stronger nuclear free zone vote is analyzed.

On Tuesday, Eugene's voters rejected Measure
20-01, the proposed nuclear free zone charter amend-
ment. The fact that the measure was defeated is not as
surprising — and alarming — as the fact that the meas-
ure was shot down overwhelmingly.

After all, 20-01 was basically the same measure
that was approved by a similar huge margin in 1986.
The original nuclear free zone was pared down to a
symbolic gesture by a city council that saw constitu-
tional problems where it looked hard enough.

A minimally revised version, closer in spirit to the
original intent of '86 zone supporters than the city's
thin gruel NFZ, was on the ballot in 1988, and again
was overwhelming approved. But the city council saw
fit not to enact this zone either.

The latest round. 20-01, would have placed the
NIZ in the city charter, where it couldn’t be tampered
with at the caprice of city council members. So what
happened between 1986 and 19907

Eugene's voters were told by 20-01 opponents,
“this one goes too far.”” They were told the NFFZ was
anti-business. As proof of this claim, they were told
they could look Rohr Industries” decision not to locate
in Eugene. They were told a strong NFZ wouldn't meet
a federal challenge because the court had just ruled an
NFZ in Qakland. Calif . unconstitutional

The citizens of Fugene believed what they were
told. because that's just about all they heard. NFZ op
ponents greatly outspent medsure supporters in cam-
paign expenditures. Later in the campaign, there were
charges that “*Yes on 20-01°" signs had been rounded
up by opponents and trashed

It's unfortunate that responses to potential prob-
lems with the stronger NFZ weren't heard. Then, Eu-
gene's voters might have understood that Rohr never
had serious plans to come to the city, and that the NFZ
was a negligible factor. They would have heard that
the court ruling on Oakland's NFZ was inapplicable to
Eugene's matter, because 20-01 specifically exempted
federal nuclear activities. Oakland tried to take on a
11.S. Navy base; that was Oakland's mistake

A symbolic NFZ is a nice gesture but an empty
one. That's what we're stuck with now; the voters say
thev're happy with it. That's their prerogative, but vou
have to be cynical about their decision to stay with a
toothless NFZ. It appears the decision was made less
out of satisfaction and more from their buying the big
lie from people who bought the election.
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Man’s issue
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Gary Darby
Eugene

For Lonsdale

He's the anti-politician poli
tician And he's  running
against the ponderous political
momentum of Republican in
cumbent Mark Hatfield. Yet
Harry Lonsdale, candidate for
L'S  Senate, is confident he
can win if he can get his mes
sape oul

I'o begin with, Lonsdale be
longs to a rare breed of candi
dates in that he refuses 1o take
contributions from special in
terest or hig business political
action committees. Instead, he
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contributions to  finance  his
Canmpaign
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environmentalist
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providing jobs and
mamtaimng Oregon's l]lm||1\
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of life. He also proposes a ban
preferring
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those of most Oregonians; his
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to ballots In a contest over is
integrity,  Lonsdale
would win Whether these can
negate Hattield's advantage in
campaign spending will be up
to the voters to decide
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Don McIntosh
Political science

Persecution

I am a heterosexual Christian
writing in response to  the
homophobic letters written by
fellow Christians

I believe in human rights for
all people, and am very upset
when people who are taught to
“love thy neighbor as thy self”
persecute gays and lesbians

As a Christian, | listen to Je-
sus’ words and trv to live by
them. He is, after all, the word
of God made flesh. Jesus never
condemned homosexuality
when he was upon this earth.
The passages usually cited by
the homophobic Christians try-
ing to persecute homosexual
people are found in Paul's let-
ter to the Romans, Chapter 1

Paul once persecuted a group
of people whose ideas were dif-
ferent than most of society's
Christians. He persecuted those

Letters

whom he did not understand
So. might 1 add, are vou

Being skeptical with parts of
the Bible, as | am, does not
mean vou are a bad Christian
Martin Luther and other
church fathers™ were skepti
cal with certain passages and
books of the Hible Open vour
mind and learn to distinguish
between the word of God and
the bias of human authors. De
spite what vou might like to be
lieve, not evervthing in the B
ble was written through divine
mtervention

Being Christian means learn
mg to love vour enemies and
vour neitghbor as vourselt. Be
ing  homosexual means vyou
love someone of the same sex
as  vourself
thout 11,
Christianity are both about love

When vou think
homosexuality  and

and being Christian, can vou
find anvthing wrong with lov

Wil Garber
Biology

Not welcome

I would like to express my
appreciation to the EMU Board
for deciding to discontinue the
sales of Playvboy and Penthouse
magazines at the EMU Main
Desk Store

These magazines portray sex
in an impersonal way that s
completely void of intimacy
and respect. They also portray
women as objects for men’s
sexual satisfaction. This in turn
can lead 1o women's inability
to be taken seriously by men in
their careers, classes, relation
ships and other aspects of life

On this particular issue, |
think women’s rights to live
discrimination-free lives by far
outweighs the pornography in-
dustry’s right to freedom of
speech

By not supporting the exploi
tation of women for profit, |
feel the EMU Board is sending
4 message to the University that
this kind of attitude is not wel-
come here

Valerie Ebner
Journalism
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