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Editorial

ROTC: change or
risk elimination

trators and students around the nation are speaking oul

s good to see it happening. University adminis

against the discriminatory |u=hn ies of campus ROTI(
programs, and it seems 1o biee hay g some eliect
Anti-ROTC
has seen the eruption of riots, sit-ins and taculty votes
to have RO
university campuses

sentiment 18 growing and this spring
programs removed from a number of

While all this is happening. the Pentagon is decid
ing how to reduce the number of students involved in
the RO
ing cuts. Initially the Pentagon contemplated eliminat
ing up to 100 of its 400 ROTC programs. bul now offi

program because of federal military spend-

cials are considering asking students who don’t plan
on joining the military alter they graduate to drop out
ol the program

While all this is tine and well
address the problem of discrimination in the program
Not only does the Reserve Officer Training Corps ex

i does not begin to

clude gavs and lesbians trom enrolling in its programs
but the U'S. Department of Defense, which operates
the ROYTH Program demanded that students must repay
their ROTC scholarships after they disclose they are
not heterosexual Fortunately the ROTC reversed its
policy and decided not to require repayments from
three former students who admitted they were gay

It is more than time the UL.S. military begin to ac-
cept reality and start letting all Americans into the mil-
itary service. The military 1s supposed to protect Amer-
ican citizens so why can’t all citizens join the military?
There are already many gays and lesbians enlisted in
the military and enrolled in ROTC; thev just can't ad-
mit it for fear of being kicked out.

Pressure is being applied from many different seg-
ments of the national university community. In April.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Provost John
Deutch sent a letter to Secretary of Defense Richard
Chenev warning that if ROTC does not change its
antigay policies, many universities will withdraw from
the program. Deutch's letter earned nationwide recog-
nition and support

Nany universities, hike ours. have strong aftirma-
tive action programs and anti-discrimination policies
Fhe ROTC rule prohibiting acceptance ol gays and les-
bians violates these policies and students are demand-
iy that their universities enforce anti-discrimination
JII‘!'-‘ s

It s time that we joined in the efforts. In last
month's elections students passed an anti-discrimina-
tion ballot measure. The University nesds to look at
ROTC polices and demand that ROTC either change its
policy or leave the campus. It the University wants to
develop a strong aftirmative action policy. it will have
to apply these standards 1o all programs on campus,
including the ROT(
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University Day — a deserving cause

.“T||I1I'I|r' administration and statl have
an opportunity to help the campus and help

themselves Thursday during University Day

University Day participants will repaint
light standards, power wash grimy or moss
covered benches and walkwavs, spruce up
flower beds, plant trees and clear the Uni
versity erounds of Litter. But a bright, shiny
campus is not the main goal of the students

arpanizing Thursday’s activilies

Rather, organizers hope  that all the

painting
unite a campus that sometimes

planting and power washing will
seems rag
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not teving to call attention

I'hey re

trving to break down some of the walls that

anvthing
to any controversial cause simply

separate ditferent groups at the |iniversity

and clean up the campus in the process
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eisure studies

toeether once a vear to lav sidewalks and in
stall plumbing in campus buildings. But
that doesn’t mean that for one day, despite
our differences, the various groups on cam
forces behind a common

pus can b ojomn

already shown  their
wholehearted support of University Day by
including it on their schedule of Greek Week

events. Many other student groups, academ

I'he -..Elr'r'lb‘\ have

I -|--iu.:rr'.nr-1|r~. and administrative offices
have also pledged to take part Thursday

Ihat's not o say participation is re

served tor members ot distinet groups. I vou

are an average University student, trudgine
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many  Americian
I would like to
thank Hurwit and let him know
that we students greatly appre
ciate his support. Together, we
will not let the American Stud
ies program die, nor let an un
concerned  administration  in
field of study
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