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Hot hammer dulcimer band to perform 
The Whammadiddte Ding 

bats pUay an inventive fusion 
ot traditional and modern mu 

sic Their concerts feature the 
hammer dulcimer playing of 
Mick Doherty and Lawrence 
Huntley and the big rhythm 
guitar style of Kevin Shay 
Johnson 

The Dingbats play instru 

mental dance music, but it 

isn t the sort filled with elec 
Ironic drums Their sound 
comes from various American 
and European cultures and 
their repertoire includes Ap 
palachian breakdowns. Irish 

Iigs, dance tunes from the An- 
des and German polkas The 
key to the Dingbat sound, the 
group said, is rhythm 

The dulcimers used by Do 

herty and Huntley are three- 
octave instruments played 
with two hand held hammers 
and equipped with dampers 

Johnson and Doherty har 
monize on modern folk songs 
such as Dillon Bushin's 
Moonshine in the White 

Pines For the vocals, Hunt 
ley takes up an electric bass, 
adding yet another dimension 
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to the band's music. 
The band, which has its 

roots in Portland, has re 

ceived rave reviews from a va- 

riety of sources. Chris Niel 
son. host ol the radio folk 
show Root and Branch." said 
the Dingbats "are some of the 
finest folk musicians in Port 
land, which makes them some 
of the finest in the whole 
Northwest 

Their performances are 

beautiful, exciting and funny," 
he added May they never be 
mellowed out by Windham 
Hill 
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