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4-J seeks new tax base

By Stephanie Mencimer

On Tuesday. University stu
dents will have the chance o
help determine the fate of Eu
gene's 4-1 school district

Ballot 20-08  asks
voters o approve a new tax
base for the school district that

meaeasure
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would raise Eugene property
taxes an average of $142 for a
SHL 000 home

An increase i the tax base
will balance 4-]'s 1990-91 gen
eral budget fund of $97.9 mil
lion

David Mandelblatt
of the BEugene Education Asso
cration, said if the ballot meas
ure does not pass, the s hool
district will  lose  about 50
teachers and may fall into the
state salety net to prevent shut
ting down the district entirely
for lack of funding

president

I'he tax base would restore
programs cut last vear, such as

$150.000 in programs for at
risk students. and provide for
addimonal texthooks equip
ment, classroom furniture and
building improvement
According to a 4-] emplovee
more than 65 per
cent  of the district
buildings are between 21 and
10 vears old, and 11 percent are
more than 61 vears old. Ad
cording to the newsletter, many
of these are in need of renova
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tion and repairs over the next
two vears, for which the in
creased  tax base would help
provide

Mandelblatt said the problem
with school finance needs to be
solved by the Legislature trving
to find another way to fund
public rather than
through the controversial prop
erty lax

However. he said because the

education

Legislature only meets every
twao vears, the district needs to
raise the tax base now to con
tinue providing quality educa
tion for Eugene students
Mandelblatt encouraged ini
versity students to support the
ballot measure
At some point when you're
retired, todav’'s kindergartners
will be paving for vour social
security.” he said. “Today's
high school students will be
vour colleagues, and vou want
them to be competent ™'
A loss of 50 teachers would

mean a major increase in class
size, Mandelblatt said, as well
as a4 negative effect on other
programs such as the budget
proposal for a teacher recogni
tion incentive to help set goals
toward Hnproy ing instruction

Property taxes are the major
source of school revenue, mak
img up 70.9 percent of distric
revenue. The state places a 6
percent  limitation  on  the
school tax base, requiring any
additional funding needed by
the district to be approved by
the volers

The tax base requested in
measure 2008 would  be
$4.475.000 above the 6 percent
limit, and would be in effect for
at least twao vears

If the measure does not pass,
Mandelblatt said the district
will have to ask voters for a
one-year tax levy next month to
supply the additional funding

The district is also develop
mng a p|.|n to reduce the school
budget by $3.8 million if a
funding measure is not ap
proved by the voters. This year,
the district balanced its budget
by eliminating 127 staff posi
tions and support services. The
emplovee newsletter suggests
that if no funding measure is
approved  for  the 1990-91
school vear, it will be necessary
to reduce  about  the
amount of the budget as was re
duced this vear

sdaime

Ballot asks for downtown tax

FEugene  voters  are beimng
asked to approve a ballot meas
ure dealing with downtown de

velopment

asked  for permission to tax
themselves to create a pool of
funds to provide free parking

within the business district, as

percent  pays  for downtown
marketing and promotion

Jerry Gill, a development an
alyst with the Eugene Planning

Measure 20003 asks  votors well as to pay for marketing Department.  said  most  busi
whether the cily should tax ind holiday events that would nesses are supportive ot the
) awners  of  propert i the drinw people downtown tax
| Downtown Development D he proceeds from the dis Fhe tax requested in 20-03 1s
! trct o continue providing 1or trict tax contribute to a fund of the same as the rate approved
marketing, parking and busi which 50 percent  goes  to last vedr
X wess recrottment for the area lowntown parking Gill said some businessis on
D g B tas 15 originally cre \nother 25 percent is used 11th Avenue between Willan
| E ‘,r‘-’u“" l'I)‘.“I‘\"Illd fac, 10,0970 AR TonTIE tor downtown management ette and Pearl Streets are proba
m r businessi isked the city for such as mall security, public biv less satisfied with the ser
1 % e, - 8 — MosierCara nelp IV petitive Intormation T r-.::!'||.-n-:'|l ot vices provided by the tax be
Y ( lil.‘i.‘il]ll‘(ls —— vith sul ban shoppi malls new businesses and administra wise quite o bit of the money
I'hie Businesses essentially tivee costs. The remaining s centered around mall event
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A Wholistic Approach To Healing

Chiropractic Care
10% Student Discount

S I— ST

COMING SOON:
SUMMERTIME!

Wayne Bennett, conductor

m Preventive-Oriented Care

SOLOISTS:
Marie Landreth  James Miller  Neil Wilson SHORTS! . Indjﬂduanzed Treatment
tenor baritone BODY LANGUAGE!! = Gentle Adjustments
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= Therapeutic Massage

m Therapeutic Stretching

Office Hours: M-W-F 8-6pm
T-Th 2-7pm
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The Chiropractic Healing Center
1872 Willamette - Parking in rear
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