Oregon improves playoff hopes with two wins

By Tracy Sumner
Emerald Sports Editor

Fhe Oregon softhall team took three giant steps
ward the post-season esdav by moving into the
NCAA's top ten list and later grabbing a pair of wir
over Uregon State

The Ducks moved from 18th to eighth in the latest
NCAA poll on the strength of a double-header sweep
of then eighth-ranked California last Friday. The team
then moved to Howe Field where they struggled to
beat the Beavers 1-0 in the first game and 2-1 in the
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In the first game, Oregon got the game’s only run
after catcher Tracev Simmons reached second base on
a single and an error on Beaver center hielder Janet
Klaus.

After Anna Poore reached first on an OSL! error
Simmons went to third on Russell's wild pitch. Kelly
Finley brought Simmaons home on a single to right 1o
give Oregon i1ts run

With the Ducks’ offense stuck in reverse tor most
of the game, the Oregon defense had to come up big
several times in the first game to take the win

Oregon State threatened to take a lead in the third
inning when Klaus got a base hit followed an oul later
with a hit by Sandra Schoonover. Russell followed
with a fly to short-center that would have scored at
least one run for the Beavers. But Oregon center fielder
Jeanna King charged and made a diving catch to end
the Beaver threat

Oregon pitcher Katie Wiese was strong but not
overpowering in the game, giving up just four hits
while striking out two

The Beavers, losers of all 20 of their Pac-10 games
this season, threw a bit of a scare into Oregon in the
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Center fielder Jeanna King made a diving catch to end an Oregon State scoring threat in the third inning of

game one.

Oregon got the equalizer in the fifth when Duck
first-baseman Julie Cavanaugh singled home Coulson
Coulson started the inning with a single to center and
was moved to second on a bunt by Monica Hull and to
third on a groundout by Kristl Okuhara

Ihe game-winner came an inning later when
Simmons doubled to start the inning Pinch runner
Bree Adams stole second and was moved to third on
Poore’s groundout

Coulson followed by dribbling the ball in front of
home plate. Adams came home when OSU catcher
Jennifer Jillson dropped the throw, allowing the score

I'he wins left the Ducks with a 3321 record and a
9.9 fimsh i Pac-10 play. Oregon State dropped to
b-38 on the season

I'he Ducks have two regular season games remain
g a non-conference double-header today with the
Beavers in Corvallis. With a pair of wins today, Orme
gon coach Tami Brown said she is confident of a bad 1o
the NCAA tournament

M owe win at Oregon State
Hrown said

we'll be 45-21,"
“That and being ranked eighth might
even give us a chance at hosting a game

Brown said the Ducks have to come into today’s
games ready to take care of business if their season is
to conlinmue

I we don't beat Oregon State Wednesday, 1 don't
think we'll have a chance “Even being
ranked cighth, if we lose to a lesser team o the Pac-10,
they might not take us
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second game, taking a 1-0 lead into the fifth inning
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FRIDAY!!

Work, work, work. That's all you've been doing for years'
You've studied all night, sat through a zillion-and-one lectures,
passed your last pop-quiz, and taken your final final
Congratulations! It's graduation!

Now it's time to see how far your degree can take you
But first, why not take your degree somewhere you've always
promised yourself you'd go "after graduation.”

New York, San Diego, Cancun, or Paris
Whether you're flying south of the border or across the ocean

Steve Camp
start your summer travel at the Eugene Airport

T Aam s aed -
» . st ary [ Peiabias B
NCONCERT  Froay May 15 &

Many tares are the same as Portland. And now,
parking costs are less
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Let your degree be your passport to summer travel
Call your travel agent for reservations today
You've earned it!
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