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Students angered by program cut

University’s decision to
drop American Studies
leaves many wondering

By Marina Swain
Emerald Contributor

Amernican Studies Graduate Teaching Fellow
kevin Donald has looked around the University
and does not like what he sees

“It reflects a direct interest toward the hard
sciences and business and a neglect of the liberal
arts, " Donald said. 'l see the actual demise of
certain areas of liberal arts at the University

In particular, he s saddened by the Univers)
tv's decision to cul the Amencan Studies pro
gram. University officials recently announced the
closure of the hive-year-old program this fall

Fhe plight of AMS majors is a prime concern
of Donald, who is nearing his second yvear of
teaching for the department

“They're the ones payving for their educas
tion a well rounded education he said. Yot
the admimstrators of higher education seem to be
biting or cutting of the hand that feeds them

With tuition set to increase by 10 percent
next year. AMS major Jay Pentheny wonders
where the money 1s poaing

In fact, Pentheny said he asked this question
of Arts and Sciences acting dean Theodore Palm
er. He and a group of students intercepted the
dean belore he entered a meeting Wednesday
night

“He evaded PVt direct
Pentheny said . “"He pointed the finger of blame
elsewhere but he said he made the decision

However, Palmer said the students seem sat
isfied by his answers. The meeting which was to
determine the course of American Studies, was
inconclusive, he said  Further meetings are
planned to address the issue of next year’s limit
ed offerings, he said

“There's no question that we will be provid
ing a program.” Palmer said. What shape the
weakened program will take s unknown but it
clearly will only be temporary, he said. The Uni
versity will continue the program through next
vear to permit AMS majors to continue their

question

coursework and complete their degrees by next
spring

Pentheny and other concerned students have
been lobbyving to keep the American Studies pro

griam  since they heard 8 was an danger two

Speak Out!

months ago
We made petitions. phone calls and person
al visits Pentheny said. "They didn't really
take any consideration of students
Pentheny estimated that 10,000 students en
rolled in core classes during the past five vears
Ihis generated approximately $500,000 10t
tion. he said
It's surprising to me that they can find mil
lions to build science complexes and vet can't
find $127,000 to fund the American Studies pro
gram,”’ Pentheny said
Pentheny referred to a departmental budget
figure that includes a tenure professor
GTEs, a secretary and t'\.i'[\fill:l;_: from films to
paper |||;~\
American  Studies GTF Michele Conte s
wary of what form the cutback program may take
It's like waiting for the ax 1o fall

seven

Nhl' ‘--I“! ]
don't think 1t's a farsighted decision

Conte pointed out that American Studies is
flourishing “"back East

Their programs are growing she sand
Conte said other Pacilic 10 schools such as the
University of California at Berkeley and Washing
ton State University are attempting to implement
American Studies as prart of their curriculum

‘It's a shame when they're putting theirs to
gether, we're dismantling ours.” she said Conte
has been a GTF for the program the past four
vears but she said the removal of the program ac
counts for more than just a personal loss

We know all the majors w'!\nn.iH\ " she
said, of the approximately 60 students who in
tend to receive AMS degrees. “'It's very much a
tamily

Conte 15 espe lally concerned  for Hnilhfl
mores who will have to accelerate their studies to
complete their major before the program is entire
Iv shut down

“What are vou going to do with a thesis writ
ten a yvear and a half early?”” Conte asked, “And
who's going to read it?

Normally the head of the department and an
other professor of a similar subject read through
theses. Most are wnitten during a student’s last
term of study and are supposed to reflect a culmi
nation of knowledge in a particular subject. she
sand

Senior AMS major Lerov Ale said he feels

embittered by the Unmiversity's decision to cut the

program although he will graduate this June

‘I guess the faculty thought thas major is use
liss so 've been going to school for nothing
he said

Tell it to the president. All students are invited to an
open forum with President Myles Brand, 3:30-5:00
p-m., Wednesday, May 9, Room 150 Columbia Hall.
Speak out. It's yvour future.

Immersion school
teaches Japanese

By Bob Waite
Emerald Contributor

Komae Mori's spoken Japanese sounds rapid and strange
to the un-trained ear, but her 25 second-grade pupils at Yujin
Gakuen respond in Japanese because thev are acquiring her
native fluency

Mori is one of three native Japanese leac hers at the
School District 4] Yujin Gakuen — friendly people in the gar
den of knowledge — Japanese immersion school which shares
the grounds of the Corridor Alternative Elementary school in
Santa Clara

Lily Ota, Nancy Imamura and Mort are the school's tacul
tyv. but Yujin Gakuen plans to grow

I'heir teacher leading, students count colored paper fish
hanging from the ceiling in unison. Next Mori calls on stu
dents who stand before the class, bow. and recite science les-
sons about fish

Occasionally a student lapses into English and Mori pa-
tiently responds in Japanese English is for first graders. Ev
ervone is expected to study school lessons in Japanese only

lhe two-year-old program is based on 4]'s belief that, It
is important to prepare students for a world that is increasing
ly interconnected, to appreciate those who are different.”” said
Darby Gianonne, Yupn Gakuen and Corridor Alternative Ele
mentary school principal

“It's really important for the students to learn the lan
guage and the ¢ ultural nuances from a native [.|[r.t||t-.~;t' teach
er.” Gianonne said, and finding teachers has been a big chal
lenge

Mori, who speaks and reads English, is a certified teac her
and has taught in Japan, Mori said, but ““English is so hard for
me. | cannot pass it (Oregon’s required teaching certification
test ) But 1 don't need English in my Japanese class

I'he difficulty for Mor is the test's cultural bias
Gianonne said, explaining that Mon failed the test because
she was unable to understand the non-literal subtleties of
some of the questions

With the help of tutors she has hired. Mori said she hopes
to improve her comprehension of colloquial English to pre
pare for the next certification test

It 1 cannot teach at Yujin Gakuen next year | have anoth
er job, but I would hike to stay here.” Mori said

And Gianonne would like to keep her because losing
qualified teachers like Mor 1s not good when building o
core of i{ll.t]l?!i'li teachers. It takes three to five vears under
to start refining a curriculum, ™

good conditions she said

Turn to Immersion, Page 5
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Also....
e Student Night
Specials
* Food Specials
* Free chips
& salsa

What Can You Buy For 50¢?

Come to Original Joé's '\l-,\ounge and Find Out!

e

We're Celebrating
All Night
7-close.

Outdoor seating

available for
nice evenings

Original Joe's = 21 West 6th Street  Eugene © Across from the Hilton

ALL FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS...
ARE NOT
CREATED
EQUAL

It vou behieve that all timancial insttutions are the
same. perhaps you have not looked into vour Credit
l 1ron Al l
al. We otter a umque approach to financial services. As

Lanc-O, business 1s not conducted as usu

a cooperative, members have equal vote and say in the
management of the Credit Umion. The result 1s an al
tordable and responsible way of providing financial scr
VICeS

While hmancial institutions are not created equal,
we happen to believe that all members are. Come visit
U-Lane-O and let us show you the Credit Union way of
domg business

Serving U of O students and employees.

G

CIRRUS.
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