Editorial

Peaceful weekend
shows possibilities

Happily. the worst fears of police officers, commu-
nity leaders and University administrators failed to ma-
terialize this weekend, On the one-vear anniversary of
last Mav's first confrontation between students and po-
lice over parties. things were pretty quiet in Eugene

Many people expected trouble this holiday week-
end. A palpable resentment lingers on campus over the
March 31 pohice-student run-in. where tear gas was
used. Good weather was expecled, going into Friday,
and Saturday was Cinco de Mavo, the Mexican day of
independence

To corral the trouble, Eugene police planned extra
patrols. ASUQ President Andy Clark and student re-
sponse teams were ready o intervene, as was Lniversi-
tv President Myles Brand. Other student and Universi-
tv groups planned special events to decrease the
chance of restless crowds torming off-campus.

Most of these etforts were successtul, especially in
the wav thev were handled. and so are deserving of at-
tention and commendation. The police and student re-
spoanse teams worked great. The campus events were
less successful

On Friday, police did have to roll in to disperse a
party crowd at 14th Avenue and Patterson Street. The
police appeared to have gained some sensitivity o ear-
lier complaints; they showed up without the intimidat
ing riot gear that had been used in previous encoun-
ters. After watching the scene for a while, they contact
ed Clark and Brand. Through their combined, peacetul
efforts. the 200 to 300 people were moved on with no
troubles

That's an encouraging sign that pohce and stu-
dents don’t have to rumble. Less encouraging is the
tact that at the same time police were called in to Pat-
terson Street, about 400-500 people were enjoving the
on-campus events sponsored by MEChA. the Chica-
no Latino student union,

MECHA put en a weekend celebration of non-alco-
holic feasting and dancing to redeem the good name of
Cinco de Mayo, which was unfairly sullied by associa-
tion with last vear's disturbance. For MEChA it was a
successtul event. but for all the community members,
families and students in attendance. off-campus parties
still occurred,

Maore telling is that University Housing's planned
non-alcoholic  alternative,  Springfest,  drew  much
smaller crowds. The University can get involved with
preventing off-campus party violence by sponsoring al-
ternative events, but it seems likely that if the people
causing the problems are going to be attracted to these
controlled events. alcohol will have to be involved in
some reasonable way

Al this is not to take away from University Hous-
ing or MECHA for trving. or from the completely com-
mendable work of the police. community, Clark and
Hrand. The weekend ended on a positive note, and so
should the public assessment of it.
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Letters

Cut out

(nee again the budget ax
talls &t the University, cutting
vet another Lhiberal arts pro

gram. Administrators have de
cided that the American Stud
s progriom s not worthy of
the $128 000 budget allotted to
it and will therefore be cut or

phased out

Ihrector Sam Gargoas has tak
en a position at another Univer
sity, not surprising considening
AMS

prrogram h.t\ H'irl\r'l! 1180 .I“‘.

the lack of support the

ind otherwise It has been de

termined Girgus will not be re

placed. even though 1t would
take halt of a first vear biology
instructor's salary 1o kil the po
sition

he future ol the AMS pro
RIam 1s um lear, even decision
making  administrators  seem
confused about what will be
come the 55 majors LTS
and program secretary. Not 1o
mention the 500-plus students
enrolled in the 101,102,103 se

ries who need 1o lutuillr'h' th
| guess they can just
Perhaps

S U Ce
find a new cluster
thev can stqueeze into an over
crowded l'!ll:_ll‘\h ! LI"‘-

What about the majors? It's
bt sugeested that it would be
vastest tor us to find a new ma
jor (Oh (D1
and future

Fhe Hiversity is held up as
vet Liberal
arts programs are continually
experiencing cuts in stalt and
budgets. Where is the obliga
tion and commitment to stu
dents? 1 tried 1o ask Myles
Brand., but he was in Japan
Ihe Dean of Arts and Letters
might have had an answer, but
heis in BEurope Hmmm

it's just our life

a liberal arts school

Karen Stenard
American studies

For Bell

Wi v ln--'ll OCCUPY

ing our Hme and energies with
campus elections, but now it's
time o tocus our attention on
the primary elections coming

Mav 15
I recently had the opportunt
tv to histen in on what Mane

Bell. candidate for state repre

sentative, District 41, was el
Mg a group of senior citizens
She expressed some of her con
cerns and then took the time to
listen to them as thev revealed
their needs

I was impressed. We need

more Cpublic servants’ repre
senting us in Salem, and fewer
politicians. She expressed great

concern that the 1989 Legisla
ture failed to tollow s own
priority <I}.’,l'l1i|-l (funding educa
tion reducing  burdensome
property fixing
workers” compensation) by not

taxation and

considering  the funding of
thise mportant issues until it
would require a break in the
spending  limitations  we  the
|,l---||,|]--\|-[l'|ltll|

Hiell 15 committed to greater
honesty, the 1ssues of primary
impidtance 1o the members ol
Iistrict 41 and makes only one
campalgn  promise: 1o listen
represent, work hard and report
back to her constituents

Fhe Ulniversity campus is
District 41 and so is Hell. She
has lived here tor the last
virars, going back to the davs
when she was a student [and a
graduate) here. She has gone
through what we are going
through, and today is prepared
to assist and represent us in Sa
lem. After watching her in a
tion, I'm convinced she should
be given that opportunity and
David Dix be sent somewhere

else to be a }ullllli an

Tamara Mortensen
Eugene

For Girgus

I'he recent lll.'\‘ut"!'llllhll_\.', of the
American Studies program by
the University 1s an insult to
students and faculty. We have
lost Religious Studies and the
restructuring  of Speech  and
Communication 1s imminent, |
feel betraved and violated by
the  administration  of  this
socalled institute of higher edu
cation

I have worked 30 hours a
week while attending classes
full time at the University. My
education 15 not \:Il'ln‘thll'l}.'. I
take lightly, nor is the time and
money that 1 have put into it
AlLL ask tor in return is a di
verse, multi-channeled, learn

What | have
been given is a mass of gradu
ate students teaching basic Lib

SOINCes I'he

g experience

eral arts and
quality of instruction is often
undesirable and my options are
dramatically dwindling

| have, however, had the ex
treme pleasure of attending a
provocative and highly intelh
gt taught by a pub
lished, tull-time professor, Dr
Sam Girgus. For the last three
terms, 500 peaple have sat with

o lass

me in this class and witnessed
a man who loves his discipline
his job. and his students

makes us
name, and

Cargus sings 1o us
laugh, calls us by
most |r|1|1nrl.!|1!|\
I'he destruction of the Amen

department s a

teaches us

can Studies
grave insult to this man, his
countless hours of dedication
and  every  student
been lucky to benefit from the
passion with which this pro

who has

gram has evolved

Even those students who are
not involved in the program
should be outraged by the con
sistent  mistreatment and  be
traval practiced by the adminms
tration of this Unmiversity. 1 urge
all students to make yourselt
heard and to demand our rights
to a multi-cultural, diverse, and
well-rounded education

Kerrie Barr
Business administration

No talk

I'he American Studies pro
gram has been killed due to an
administration that is blatantly
uncommitted to  education
While the Dean of Arts and Sci
ences lounges in Europe until
the end of summer. and our
president Myles Brand was off
for a month to Japan, our Amer
ican Studies program has been
dropped with no discussion

Never mind that the AMS
program is the only major
which integrates courses in the
true liberal arts tradition and
that this imtegration is the so
called  “platform’  behind
Brand's presidency Action
speaks louder than words and
the administration
even talk

refuses to

Jobi Cooper
American studies
Tuesday, May 8, 1990



