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Insurance problems
persist after elections

To no one's surprise, students overwhelmingly re-
iected mandatory health insurance during last week's
general elections. Most students breathed a sigh of re-
lief at not having to add insurance costs to tuition
hikes and increased incidental fees; for them the insur
ance issue is closed

For others. however. including members of the
Student Health Insurance Committee, the problem of
providing coverage to students on this campus is still
not solved. They are back at square one, faced with the
task of providing an insurance policy for students next
vear that offers similar or better benefits at the same or
a lower cost than this vear’s policy. And the committee
is expected to find an insurance company to ofter such
a policy without a guarantee of a minimum number of
participants

In short, the committee must find a i good
really cheap insurance policy for a really small number
of students. Good luck

As SHIC chairman Scott Wyckoll sand, solutions to
the insurance problem have been approached, but
dents seem unwilling to accept any of them. All they

know is that they don’t want to be saddled with man
datory participation in an insurance prograin

What students don’t seem to understand is that
changes must be made in the current insurance pro
gram for it to survive. Students can either make those
changes themselves or wait for someone else to impose
those changes on them

A fundamental question facing University students
is, do we want to continue o run our own insurance
program? There are many arguments in favor of doing
s0, the most notable being that students now control
the interest and profit on the premiums paid. They also
have more say in the design of the plan, weighing for
themselves the costs and benefits of different kinds ol
COVerage.

But if University students would rather get out of
the insurance business, who should take over that re-
sponsibility? The University administration? The State
Board of Higher Education? The state board has al-
ready formed a task force to examine the possibility of
creating an insurance program encompassing all state
colleges and universities. Would participation in a
statewide program. which would likely be mandatory,
meet the particular needs of this University’s student
body? What — if any — insurance program should the
University offer in the interim before a state program is
in place?

These questions need answers. Students have only
answered one question by making it clear they don’t
want a mandatory program. What they have not made
clear is what kind of program they do want,
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U.S. Forest Service should be more careful

(Mficials with the LS. Forest Service say
they are embarrassed about the recent
logeing of a wilderness area east of Eugene

Regardless of whether that feeling is
Tit-ll
Iy prots ted lands

justy
more care should be taken with federal

Last week, it was revealed that a small
portion about 14 acres on the west
houndary of the Sisters Wilderness Area was

mistakenly sold for logging purposes in the
It seems a survey
ing error had placed two logging units and

mid-1980°'s and clearcut

part of a third on Sisters wilderness land

Naost

such

I'he error itself is understandable
landmarks
he boundary in
question in the Sisters case is an 8.1 mile
|

Hne

surveving rHILI'IIl!.lH"‘- dre

as mountains and rivers

described fone  without land
using the junction of EIK Creek and
the Mekenzie River as one of its manv base
reference points. When the meeting of the
two rivers shitted, so did the line. This shift
g led to the surveving error that caused the
land to be zoned for logeing

long

marks)

N 1
However, logeing ol wilderness lands

should never happen, regardless of the acre
there is
anywhere

ace. After centuries of clearcutting,
very little untouched land left
I'he Sisters wilderness, one of the tirst cre
1964 Wilderness Act, s
popular for recreational use and, as

ated by Congress’
one of
the few completely wild areas left in Ameri
ca, should be left Hllillll’ll'l\ alone

he putting forth a
commendable effort to correct their mistake
I'his summer they will invest thousands ol
dollars to use a satellite global positioning
system to pinpoint where the boundary s
and avord future wilderness logging

Forest Service 1s

I'his probabhly won’t be enough. Future
errors are bound to occur, and if they are to
the old tried-and-not-so-true
should be replaced entirely. In
these days ol cheapening technology, it is
hln;u‘:t that someday satellite and compulter
ized methods will map all of the country’s
threatened forests

by }III'\I'HTI'li
methods

New aerial ]I[IHTH\ have been taken, the
line has been redrawn 600 feet out from
the site and the logging has been done

Haopefully, it won't happen again
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