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Editorial

Both car and blaze
sent wrong message

Farth Week was supposed to be a peaceful celebra-
tion of the environment. designed to create awareness
of the problems facing this planet by emphasizing
what people can do to solve them. Instead. a beat-up
Hower-filled wreck of a car in front of the EMU has
been the major topic of discussion this Earth Week.

The idea of lilling a car with household toxic prod-
ucts and putting it on display sounded pretty good
when it was first advanced. It seemed a lighthearted
wav of showing people the ugly dangers facing the en-
vironment,

But what happened wasn’t taken in a lighthearted
way by some

First otf. event arganizers angered and offended a
substantial number of students by burning an Ameri-
can flag and an effigy of George Bush. The burnings
turned the car into a pro-anarchy political proclama-
tion instead of a pro-environment statement.

Earth Week was supposed 1o cul across political
boundaries and incorporate a variety of peaple. empha-
sizing that evervone must share concern about the en-
vironment. Blaming environmental destruction entire-
Iy on capitalism. Republicans or America isn't entirely
lonest, and it's certainly not going to win aver labor
groups, right-wingers and fellow Americans who'll
need 1o help out in any long-term  environmental
movement.

A small segment of the population can’t make a
difference in the fight to save the environment, espe-
cially if that segment is perceived as a collection of
dangerous radicals. The greatest success of this vear’s
Earth Day has been the public legitimacy granted to en-
vironmental issues at a time when the need has never
been greater. These large coalitions of people are need-
ed to effect substantial change. Those who burned the
effigy and the flag Monday hurt their own cause by al-
icnating people who might otherwise have been recep-
tive to their message.

Some of those alienated people spoke out Tuesday
when they decided to set the toxics-stulfed car ablaze.

That was another misguided statement. No matter
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Actually, animal rights activ-
ists do know what goes on in
animal  research  labs.  often
trom the people who work or
have worked there and were

Earth  Day

I'he burning of Bush repre-
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and unreasonable. Aren’t these
the people we are trying to con
us all. The vert to a new way of Lhiving?

blame for staggering environ Now 15 not the time to point
mental problems in the world
today falls equally on every
one's shoulders

s not simply a
chance for politically correct
people to congratulate them-

fingers. It is time to join hands
Environmentalism is for every
one

Eric Todd Smith
English
Monday, April 23, 1990
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