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__Editorial

Fraternities didn’t
take role seriously

Last year, a stamp of approval from the niversi-
tv's fraternity and sorority system during ASUO elec
tions was the strongest political nod on campus. Bul
through sloppy organization and short-sighted selfish
ness., a few members of the committee that oversees the
process appear to be working toward making the greek
endorsement negligible

Representatives of Oregon Student Public Interest
Research Group and some candidates for ASUO and In-
cidental Fee Committee are saving thev were asked in-
appropriate and irrelevant questions during the Greek
Endorsement Committee’s final hearings at Valley Riv-
er lnn April 12,

One shouldn’t dismiss the complaints of these can-
didates as necessarily stemming from bitterness or souy
grapes. Their stories are too similar and the admissions
ol GEC members themselves too telling not to assume
that the committee acted boorishly

GEC members we've talked to have admitted the
process was not as well organized as it should have
been. that questions did stray afield somewhat. and
that the questioning was dominated by three 1o five
men who may have let their opinions show a little

So what of it? Certainly, like any campus group.
the fraternity svstem has the right to pick and promote
candidates it believes will best represent its interests
But it should carelully consider bath its interests and
the candidates. Pre-conceived notions and mean=spirit-
ed questions have no place inan endorsement hearing
The process shouldn’t be a mere rubber-stamping ot fa-
vorite sons. It certainly strikes us as no accident that
just about all those endorsed by GEC are greeks. and
that means GEC didn't take its role serionsly,

Fhis is especially true at a time when GEC's lavor-
ite interests seem to be limited and sellish. OSPIRC s
valuable work on toy salety may not mean much o
greeks now. but it certaindy will when they have chil
dren themselves, That work does mean something to
thee growing number of non-traditional student parents.
and the GEC could have considered that. 1T GEC wants
to be selfish, it should at least be consistent. The com-
mittee’s approval of child care funding now smacks of
an insincere concession to the vear’s “hot issue.

GEC's myopic interests simply haven't extended
bevond the sphere of groek Life this campaign We be-
love they ve approved candidates we consider totally
unqualified for the job simply because they ‘re “broth-
ers. T GEC seems to be behind tellow grecks Steve M-
ples and Diane Cushman. for example. only because
thevive promised to hang out at popular eateries and
bars in the Lith Avenue neighborhood.

Allthis is sad, because greeks will tell vou they are
feeling threatened. Their members feel they are stereo-
tvped as rich. uncaring party snobs and that the good
waork they do in promoting brotherhood and philan-
thropy is ignored by the community and by the media
Because only about 20 percent of the campus belongs
to i house. greeks are o “minority™” on this campus
But at a time when the greek system is defending itself
from charges of racism. GEC totally overlooks the
more-than-valid candidacy ol Black Student Union
president Ernie Brown. At a time when the greek sys-
tem is trving to curb its alcoholic tendencies, GEC
opens an unlimited bar tab at Valley River Inn for the
candidates to cool their heels while waiting for hear-
ings. At a time when the greek system says it wants to
be inclusive. it asks candidates "what have vou done
tor me lately?" and rewards only its own

Whether it was intended or not, the arrogance that
came across in GEC's endorsement process only pro-
moted stereotypes. I the fraternity svstem is indeed
somehow a threatened “minority,” it could learn a lol
about coalition-building and consideration of others
Certathly. membership in a fraternity does not make a
person less of a human being; greeks unhappy with
how GEC has represented them and furthered negative
perceptions should let their feelings be known

I'here was a time when some thought went into the
greck endorsement. or at least the process was not to-
tally self-serving and automatic. Just two vears ago,
GEC surprisingly approved Tim Hughes' campaign tor
an G seat. Of course, the next vear the greeks poured
oul to bury Hughes® bid for ASUQO president. It appears
that new-found power has gone to GEC's head and that
some humility is in order
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dav of the ASUO primary

clectnons: be sure and vote! Just as a reminder

't Hughes
Don Stull

here's the st ol i||-|:[-ll' thi (lregon JJ-Hl’l‘. Fmerald

has endorsed for Tne wdental Fee Conmmillee Seals
and the ASUOQ Executive. Take this with vou to

Ih--]u-]]--
o [FC ane-vear seals
. Jenmiber hills
Ernte Brown
aar .

Barclay Llovd CGravson
fosonga Watson
o [FC two-vear seals

o ASUO president and vice president
Kirk Bailey Sheila Stickel

letters

Leadership

\ i omember ol the greok
systent, | oam concerned abowd
P st pprort the ek Endorse
ment Commiittee has given Lo
Steve Maples and Diane Cush

I attended the debats \|'II|
11 Abter hstening to the ques
hons asked biv the members of
1 p..ln'l and hstening to the
FESPONISeS eiven lr\. ”I-' cand
dates. | feel the team of Kirk
Batlev and Sheila Stickel will
by thie best tor the job Their ex
pertonce and background in the
ASLIO) are important aspects of
the ofhice of ||ir'~.uit'n1 and v
|.ril"~:|11'l1T

During the debate. both Ba
ley and Stickel were sincere
and informative They ook a
stand on dssues and answered
questions directly - This is more
than 1 can say for Maples and
Cushiman. who had trouble get
ting pasl their opening state
ments  They were  repetitive
and avorded direct answers to
(uestions

Everyvtime Maples was asked
a guestion Iiis 1!‘|ll\ was o
take 1t to a student vote. Thas
tells me he POSSESSOS N0 leader
ship qualities and can not be
trusted to make important deci
stons. When an issue came up
Maples could not run out and
take a vole of student opImmn

| believe }u'nirlt' in the greek
svstem need to take responsi
hility for thetr own vote and
not blindly tollow the GEC, be
capse the best ticket is Bai
lev Stickel, Thev will provide
s with outstanding |1'.1|‘."1\h||l
for the University, so they have

mv support

hristin Staver
Marketing

Split

1 am confused by the student
health insurance choices on the
ballot. There 1s a notice outside
the SHIC office in the ENL that
savs there will not be mandato
ry insurance next vear. The no
tice s unsigned. but it does
make me wonder why the issue
< even on the ballot. Perhaps
vou could dASSILn vour invesh
gative reporter 1o find out ex
actly what 1s going on

While¢ vou are at it, how
about an l'\|,ri.||l.!11n!1 of what

happens i the mandatory op
hion gels 2 Lh'llr'il'.'\‘l!lr'\ll‘r"
I think the ASUO has engaged
1y the dishonest practice of pro
viding several options '~|It|l=]\
oo sphit the voles ol those who
oppase mandatory health insur
ance 1 strongly urge all stu
dents whao Oppose mandaton
health insurance to vote for the

voluntary option

Michael Howt
Student

Measures

I was very disappointed with
the quality of reporting in the
Monday-in-Depth QD] A\pril
6] regardimg the ballot meas
ures for the 1990 elections. In
the article, the Oregon Student
Pubhic Interest Research Group
ballot measure was groeatly mis
ru‘ilil‘\-l'I!Tt'll

his article statid that
OSPIRG has “pushed tor stu
dent awareness of environmen
tal issues by circulating  leat
lists, hosting &1»-'.|kr'l‘- and
structuring recyeling programs
at Bugene-area apartment com
plexes ™ This statement only
scratches the surface of the
number  of  services  OSPIRCG
provides this campus

OSPIRG runs the only Con
sumaer  Hothine in the  state
which  can  answer land
lord tenant queshions over the
ilh‘l[]l' OSPIRG also |!ll*l]t\hl"-
the Renter's Handbook which
outlines those rights

OSPIRCG also organizes the
annual Hunger Cleanup, which
gels students working at local
sheltors in order to raise mones
tor Food For Lane County and
the National Hunger Campaign

As @ statewide organization
with member chapters at the
University and other campuses
OSPIRG 1s able to effectivaly
lobby in the student and public
interest

It is true that OSPIRG's stu
dent outreach work  includes
leatletting and hosting  speak
BIS, el but these activities are
anly a traction of the services
and resources that QOSPIRG of
ters the University campus

Elizabeth Matsch

Anthropology
Thank you
hank VO Stephen

Chenworth  tor vour  critical

comments resarching the ano
resie and bulbmic women o
campus (G, April 16) 1 want
to det hime and the studet body
kpow how many men support
has observations of the malais
dllecting women

I agrie chasing the adeal thin
ness for acceptance is universal
in scope and emotionally harm
ful, vet I would offer that ano
rexda and bulimia are also man
itested svinploms il |1||lll|4"1|‘
catsed by dystunctional behay
s during childhood o the
taimily

\s far as the pursuit of thin
NESS @RS, Wi nen who realize
what some women are doing to
themselves must reject Madi
son Avenue's advertising the
1!1#'-t] lllul\ .!Iltl --InJlr|,nnT Wi
OVETCOmINg the tHnesses
through counseling and  per
stade other men to believe and
Sy I love vou tor who vou
are” and not what | want
varu o be

Jonathon Shilk
Landscape architecture

Causes

T'his is directed to those (R
ple on this campus who find it
necessary to ILI\I' O G o
‘causes-o-the-week Ihis
wieek thiy dappesar o b waste
George Bush and the flag burn
ing law; but who can keep up
with them?

It vou people were truly com
nutled o vour Calste Vil
would tryv 1o create a Pasitive
awareness. Take Earth Week for
example: vou could set up e
cyveling centers '}IE.HI'. treeees
tuke any other positive action
But conversely, if vou add even
mare  garbage to this planet
and waorse muke the rest of the
iniversily community ook at
vour mess for the remaimder of
the term. vou've dug a huge
hole tor yvour cause

Fhat s unfair both ta the rost
of us and 1o those ]lr'-l}r|1' wha
have worked hard i a positivi

direction for the same cause. |
protest vou and vour cheap
sensationalism. By pulling

tacky stunt hike that, vou hawve
alienated  many  peaple  who
might have previously joined
torces with vou. Clean up vour
owin act folks

Deborah Wyss
Journalism
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