Editorial

Large cuts in army
first U.S. response

It took long enough to happen. but the Pentagon is
finally responding to the rapid democratization of East-
ern Burope

Last woeek, Defense Secretary Richard Cheney an-
novnced a plan that would eliminate 25 percent of all
Army members and cut 44 percent of the existing pro-
grams hy 1997 1t is the first major overhaul of any
branch of the 118 armed forces since the Soviet hloo
crumibled

Active-duty soldier figures would be cut from the
present level of 764.000 1o 580,000, while National
Guard and reserve rosters would be slashed  from
776,000 to 645,000 In addition. several weapons sys-
tems on the drawing board would be completely
serapped.

That the Pentagon would take such action savs
something for public opinion. While the Soviet Union
debarked on a rapid demilitarization. the (LS. was
soemingly content to chip away at the defense budgel
When Cheney submitted @ proposal amounting to only
a 2 percent cul in funding. responses ranged from criti-
cism to outright shock.,

Faced with this. the only choice was o begin dis-
mantling the army. It won't come as any surprise if the
Navy and Air Force follow suit

From an cconomic standpoint, Cheney's plan is
fiscally smart. By cutting a little bit of the “fat®” out of
the Bloated Army . he can streamline programs and im-
prove training methods. A smaller army will mean o
better atmy . with a different emphasis ot its role in na-
tional detense.

Bot monev matters aside. it's heartening to see the
government finally tey to emphasize peacetul solutions
to international conflicts. Deserved or not. the Uniled
States is a role model for the world. and it is hoped
other countries will take heed of America's move and
begin to dismantle their armed forces as well,

Recently there has been a call for severe cuts in the
country’s defense structure, and even Cheney's pro-
posal has come under fire lor not cutting enough. But
critics should remember that what takes a long time to
build up will also take a long time to take apart. The
United States has been a military power for 50 vears.
and it's unrealistic to think that will change in a heart-
beat.

The army cuts. by putting maore than 250.000 oul
of work. will have a dramatic impact on the economy.
These people will need to find other jobs. Since many
ol them are highly trained in technical fields, that can
only benefit the private sector. It is hoped that the gov-
ernment will deploy them in other fields and train
them not in war. but in peace,
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ODE endorsements
for ASUO elections

Foday is the tirst day ol the ASUO primary
electians: e sure and vote today! Just as a re
minder. here's the list of people the Cregon Daily
Emerald has endorsed tor Incidental Fee Commit
Lo Seals and the ASUO Executive. Take this with
voua to the ;_Hlf:-

LEC one-vear seals
Jenniter Bills
Ernie Brow:

Harclay Ll
Tosonne Watsor

TFC twosvear seats
'vm Hinghe

Don Stull

= ASLO president and vice president

Brk Banley Shetla Stickel

Keep an eye out for ‘dolphin safe’ tuna

Khe receont decision by the three largest tental BIOups is main reasons tor the
luna companies to (SI0R ||-|fi-l'. n sale  una ban
15 a surprising indiwcation of what public pro "\\il.fl'1'I|'.,J|IJ|IEII'!I!.Ii'.llrlll|!'\ and dol
teest can do to Change the envirommentally |Ii|:::‘ no doult will benetit trom the
disgusting practices of a large industry change, people in the tuna fishing industey
In recent vears, large-scale tishine tor ware not as thrilled by the news, Thev say

tuna killed between 100,000 and 2000000
dolphins annually

One of the most economical wavs to
catch large numbers of tuna has been the
purse-seine  method A Jarge net s cast
around a school of tuna and s pulled shut
like o drawstring bag. For reasons unknown
(o marine  biologists,  dolphins  swim  in
groups with schools of tuna, and are inad
vertently pulled in

Dolphins are also slaughtered by gill and
drift nets. hanging almost imvisibly tor miles
in the ocean

On Thursdayv, H.]. Heinz Co . maker ol
Starkiast tuna, suddenly announced that it
wonld not i hase Process ol sell any
tuna caught in association with dolphins
I'he makers of the other two  large tuna
brands, Chicken ol the Sea and Bumble Bee
followed suit within hours Al three cited
AUV CONSUIMEer responses cards, letters
and even tuna boveotts by large environ

the ban swill huart, o not destrov, their busi
1SS

One group. the American Tunaboat As
sociation, claimed it killed “onlv' 12,643
dolphins. under the surprisingly high U8
it of 20,500 Regardless, the ban will give
the tuna hishing industery plenty of motiva
tion to tind a sater way to harvest its crop

[l comes as no surprise but s sad
nonetheless that the tuna companies have
l1|.llit' T|':"il IMOVeE 50 |-|I|' ulir{ Hlif\ ]'H'l dlse
they were threatened with losing profits, As
Danmiel Sullivan, president of Bumble Bee
told Newsweek, Canned tuna is _‘_:'Ilrli 1o
vou, and we want o continue to sell as
much as we can. '

Regardless of the reasons, the changes i
the tuna game are welcome, and hopetully
other industries will follow

Consumers should look for the SYATE 1ally
marked cans of “dolphin safe’ tuna, which
should be available in stores within three
months
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Lighthouse " When ducisions are to b

Coree English 18 more that 1G4 I X8 i
candidate for the EMLU Board i d sducated  an !

i ] hih koo i [ A Ih (S 3 iy e

e Futs | W L " | i Ihe ENIUT Boar '

I ' | { Tt tha N I sh Viote Gregp | Y]

i ‘ opj the EMLT B | twosvea i

e by 1l o oy : K .

Hi 15 an approachable j II o
& ll.l |...I !.'I!.I ] I.., IIIIIIII Ili"'i :II l’l.lllr'h.l'. \lll.l\f\l'l
: itk bstpnced: wonld. of FCE English

rangers . Hi ws enough en 5
thustasm and ener Loy poswwet AW(]rene.Ss
five liwht S

: With the ecagerly anti prated

English i trel success of FEarth Day 1990 ap
project he puts h proaching. | could not help but
My varked  w think of the millions of people
vithin the | _I : T who will come to a better un
rats. He as alwavs willing 1o derstanding of the problems
help out in any way he can that face the environment by
whether it be sitting at intorma vdducating il introduc ing
tion .‘u,-.'ia:- 1o bike saiiss or wavs for people to be an active
chatring the Community L part of the solulion

Gan tounc | have met many people who

Once English is elected to the iree concernesd  with  environ
EMUT Board, he will alwavs by mental issues and are willing to
wp-to date and tullyv informed talk about the iJ!Iiill#'l]l‘\ but so
on the issues. One tine quality tew of these same people take
about Enghish is he isn't afraid the simplest steps to make a
to ask questions. some of which  ditference. Maybe yvou know
are tough and pointed but nev more peaple now who are re
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CVErVOone 1s doing housing
consistently we w e faced : : X : open-doo nolics s Bano
) .II istently w it s Hased upon the Pre-law Soc Pt I1I I \ y e '
N our lll..l.'il'.ii'\i'.ll.'_ 1 O as 1ong as tudem Oprmon
N etv s lack of commumcation L -
Oregon Student Public Inter 1 LSO sOouent out on a camipus
: Bl | C's 4 i e during the budeet Process with TlrRan \ iE 4
sl Kiesi .-.l. 1 Garoup has  beer its [FC tag, Steve Maples. | seri that s mostly apathetic
uccessful at rising the aware i ) Ko ¥
: ; oushy doubt that Maples “will ¢ ol y |
ness and the action that (ALERT AR TR \ . i Not only do Bailey and St
1 work at length to get the job ¥
take on the environment cketl have more Nperience with
o as ASLO President, as )
In  addition o providing - ASLIO), bu! they have shown
. stitind by Stephen Stent (O
quality information on the en \ 115 more comnutment lor all sta
Apri )
vironment, OSPIRG provides | dents by working in the ASUO
many quality services here at Beginning in December and Maples couldn't even muste
the University. For example up until our budget hearing enough commitment to be an
the Consumer Hotline answers mnerous attempts were made appropriate 1FC tag for a stu
students” questions about wha and several messages were left dent group he never kept in
thait Halts ame 85 tenlers: a to contact Naples. At the hear contact with
Hunger Homeless group active ing. Maples neither apologized
Iy helps those who need it nor gave an explanation why Vote for someone who has
quality research in toxics, solid he didnt contact the Pre-law shown commitment rather than
waste and other |I||]|!i1|u|1 has SOCiHety onlv made an I'lIlpT\ promise 3]
led to statewide legislation pro Rather than announcing that be committed
tecting the  community i they would be at Rennie's to
which we all hive answer questions, Kirk Bailey Laura Callahan
I hope vou will suppaort and Sheha Stickel have actively President
OSPIRG's continued elforts in sought out student opinion by Pre-law Society

education and the quest tor a

clean planst not only at the vot

ing boaths, but by stopping by
the OSPIRG othice (EMLU Suite
1) and seeing what things vou
l-l!l\ili

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
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