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Letters

Persecution

Human spirit s annealed n
adversity. Letters  from  other
freethinkers independent]y
confirm thev, too, are subjected
o persistent  persecution by
Christian hooligans whenever
their controversial  views  are
published in local media

Many  organized  Christians
are prepared to devote energy.
and leisure to criminal

money
Iv impose their social, educa
tional, political and religious

.lgr‘ml.l on cihizens

The tighter an area’s econo
myv the more pervasive the
reach of religion which places
many  people in emplovment
through church networks

Atheists  who  state  their
views openly find their auto
mobiles vandalized; they stop
driving. Their use ot public
transportation places them un
der LTD communications sur
velllance  They are targets of
abusivee phone calls: they give
up their phones. There are in
dications  devoul
cmploved by the phone compa
ny are able to exploit the intr
cacies of electronics o violate

conspirators

opponents’ privacy

Christians  trash,  vandalize
and steal property. Atheists are
harassed and sabotaged at work
by devout coworkers i teder
al, state, county and oty work
places so performance evalua
tions suffer, and they are forced
to quit well-paving. but
government  em

Il'\.‘\
than-secure
plovment made demeaning by
conspiratorial followers of f(an
mexistent] God Even some
Eugene police have participat
v in such harassment

One s amazed at the ludi
crous claims of an “all-power
ful” Chrstian “God appar
entlv so lazy that he allows his
devotees o so disprace them
selves in :!I'-hlll]n!.lflh' conduct
that thev put the
claims of Christian
when he maght

in his name
lie o all
moral rectitude
l"‘i"l'\l"}l" ISSLee ‘l:!.'lln""|1'

Bert Tryvba

Fugene

The future

SOome ol the etlers regarding
the March party riot have
maligned the character ot clil
dren. Children do have a place
in this discussion, bul not as

negative examples

hevin Dahlstrom (ODE. Apnil

G tells colleee students 1o grow
up and act like adults. Why do
“adult act  wrongly SO
limes? Because as very young

I:u{t'iu"'l‘IlI'IIII‘-ll birallant

children, we are all
SOdneone |",\I'
parents, our siblings

wdels, el

babies and
taught to b like
like Ol

our parents’ role m
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Ihis  preoccupation  with
what others think nstead of
what our innate inner beings
think results in mob psveholo
gv as well as very tragic losses
of human potential

Greg Chapman (ODE. April
9) talks about reactions from
“jumor high kids upon being
told bv their parents to go to
bed " There is no parallel be
tween junior high kids wanting
to make their own
and partvgoers disturbing their
lll'l].:hhlrl'\

If allowed freedom
might make
Ooh, horrors!
lowed to make
mistakes, as long as they don’t
infringe on others’ nghts Why
not children?

How can voung adults ever
take responsibility for  them
selves when their lives until re
cently have been so largely de
termined by their parents” deci
" Are they even capable of
hiwh

decisions

children
some  mistakes
Adults are al
decistons and

slons
handhing  freedom in a
erstakes world after vears of op
pression in a lower-stakes
\\nlll! i
People are not born with the
unfeeling,  antagonistic

erplaving behavior of some po

o

lice, nor with uncontrollable
party  drives Ihey  got that
wiav. Lrow in. not up

Alice Berry
Eugene

Three points

I'his lotter addresses Rab Jet
ferson’s letter
({ODE. April 12) To begin with
| wholeheartedly agree with Jel
ferson I'm siwck and tired ol
hearing about the spotted owl

I do believe, however, the
harvesting of old growth st
'«11|ILP tor the sake of

Presentalion

humans

[ 1ore --;n'n 18T .|ii\ [.|h'1 B
lions). not for the sake of owls
It is myv contention the old
growth is more \-n'.u‘lrlr- in the
|n:-.-.{ run, slanding

he argument fr”il SO RIVEeS
L nores I!|J|- very  tmportant
points. First of all, timber, s
pecially old growth, is a Tinit
commaodity. The 60,000 peaple
referred o in the letter would
b taken care ol taday, but what
iboul the vears o come?’

Ihe second problem is that
i-w'rmu'.-uu,-. nol ~.]||-I"r'-i ow
is what has put the most log
gers out of work

I'he  third pomt as vl

though jobs dropped continual

Iy through the "80s, Oregon

pconomy was restarted from

major recession and continuoes
to vrow . his growth has oo
md must contimue o

from  diversitication ol tha

COnoInmy
AVbeit in a decreasing pro

jrartion Chregon Jill relies on

timber for a large share of i
wmw:ﬂcrm,
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revenug But let's use  this

dwindling  res wisely
And let's not strip Oregon of
the tew old-growth stands re

maining

e

Rodney Lavton
Fconomics

Failures

As an Amerncan studies ma
jor. [ am extremely upset with
the admimstration’s familure to
address the problem of finding
H |'l"|,1iruv|tla'lif tor the current
ANMS director
fored a better posthion al o it
ferent unmiversity

Although the department s
small, the field of Amencan
Studies 15 virtually unrecog
r1lr‘l':l as

who has been of

important enough

o retain as a omajor with the
sienih

students  anid

L 'oiversity. There s a
cant number ol
faculty  who
the department

istration fatls 1o

support I\.r‘n'lllllL‘

viel the admin
dnswaer CILLr

(ueries

Likee the RhetCom  depart
ment. which has been severely
reduced. the AMS department
s facing a similar situation
How many programs will the

admimstration phase out betore
the University becomes another
]I'Il"i[lll e st hl'l'l 4

Not all of us want to be busi
ness or sclence majors, and ats
time  that the admimstration
recogiizes that tact

Jobi Cooper
Amenican Studies

For OSPIRG

1w tha
of Barth, wish to work
verse the trend toward trashing

individual citizens
o re

the planet, we need to examine

some societal attitudes

Wi could start by nat assum
ing that people who ride tha
bus do so because they cannot
attord an automobile We could
also start by not assuming that
|n ople who piek up cans mere
Iv need the nickel We could
start by thinking of recveling as
a necessary part ot lifer instead
of '--lIIlr'”llll'..', done by a paara

nod sector ol soc ety
We need to eradicate the stig

mas that these and simitlar ath

tudes create so thal cach ol u
will b Tree 1o do what we can
O Lmprove the prianet and ks
for a higher quality of hite

I think Oregon Student Pub

Interest Research Group is

making eftorts i thes direction
and believe that  wi 15 stu
ol | | wennuaer b g
port th o b il fi
()SPIE( ' TR T el
8

Cheryl Beseler
Student
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THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON
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