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Split tuition boost
eases pain of hike

In this state, higher education tuition price hikes
are becoming something like a trip to the dentist:
they're painful, thev're necessary — and we see them
annually now

Chancellor Thomas Bartlett requested another tui-
tion increase last week, and it's a doozy — just less
than 10 percent for in-state residents (about $60 a term)
and 12 percent for out-of-state students.

Bartlett and the State System of Higher Education
say a tuition increase is needed for the usual reasons.
University programs need extra funds and faculties
need larger salaries to keep the quality level of higher
education in this state at an acceptable level.

And given the lack of funding from the state Legis-
lature and the diminishing quality of programs here on
campus (just ask rhetoric'communications students
how their department is doing). we're inclined to side
with Bartlett. Until the Legislature takes up the educa-
tion banner, there is no way around another tuition
hike.

As far as tuition increases go, this year's model
does have one positive feature. The tuition of students
attending the state's three universities will be higher
now than the tuition of students going to the state’s
lesser colleges. Tuitions at the state's five other col-
leges will increase only 8.25 percent.

This is a first. Previously, there was no difference
in the amount a student paid to attend school in Eu-
gene or Monmouth, despite the difference in what the
University and Western Oregon State offer.

The tuition paid by each student went into a gener-
al fund and was distributed between the universities
and colleges. This arrangement was unfair to Universi-
ty students, because during tuition hikes. less money
would come back to the University than the students
had paid in. The other money would go to Ashland,
Monmouth or La Grande. Efforts to improve the quality
of education here were dampened by students having
o prop up programs elsewhere.

This will no longer happen under the new differ-
entiated tuition system. Students going to school here
will get their proper respect. For the first time, the ex-
tra money generated by University students will stay
here. And because it's a sizable increase, the Universi-
ty will get a sizable sum — about $400,000.

We should note. despite our tentative approval of
this increase. that tuition hikes cannot become annual
events, Tuition increases price some students out of an

Irial marks premature end to scandal
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mquiries and lving to lawmakers, but no-  George Bush's staunch anti-broccoli policy ,
body cares and the antics of Donald Trump dominate
headlines, and somehow the misdeeds of
Poindexter, North and possibly Ronald Rea
gan seem distant and irrelevant

After a tew more front-page headlines,
Poindexter's storv will be relegated to the
back of newspapers and finally disappear al-
together. In a few months, after the appeals
process is exhausted and sentences il any

are pronounced, the whole Iran-Contra
scandal will sink beneath the surface of
American consciousness with scarcely a rip
ple

Reagan's exact role in the scandal will
probably never be known. Despite the tact
that Poindexter’'s convictions would appear
to dispute Reagan’s assertion that his offi
cials did nothing illegal, no opportunity to
further question the former president’s a
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education, an occurrence that is antithetical to the mis- about lran-Contra than we want to hear port of the Nicaraguan Contras. |
sion of a state education system. Continued lobbying of about Valley girls or break-dancing.
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benefited trom Americans’ short political at-  can’t recall anything about it either
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