Regional

Study on air pollution opens eyes

PORTLAND. Ore. [AP) Oregon s 183
largest chemical users reported 32 million
pounds of toxic releases in 1988, including 20
million pounds of air pollution. according to a
report issued Wednesday by the Oregon State
Public Interest Research Group

The study of 85 chemicals found little
change from the 31 million pounds reported
released during 1987

OSPIRG's research was based on industry
filings under the federal Community Right (o
Know Act, which requires companies that
manulacture or use large gquantities of any of
425 chemicals 1o disclose the amount released
into the environment or transported off-site as
wasles,

The releases reported in 1988 included 20
million pounds of air pallution.

“The sad fact is that virtually none of this
industrial air pollution is even regulated under
the current Clean Air Act, which covers only
seven ol more than 200 known air toxics. '’
said Joel Ario, executive director of OSPIRG

“The most glaring problem s that the
Senate bill focuses on pollution control, when
we should be looking much more to pollution
prevention strategies,’” Ario said

OSPIRG said toxic releases were reported
in 23 counties and 55 cities. Releases exceeded
1 million pounds in five cities: St Helens,
Portland. White City. McMinnville and
Clatskanie.

Columbia County had the highest amount
of chemicals released. with 9.8 million
pounds. followed by Multnomah, 5.2 million
pounds: Jackson, 3.8 million pounds:; Yambhill,
2.5 million pounds; Linn. 2.1 million pounds;
and Washington, 2 million pounds.

Most of the 85 chemicals are linked to
health threats, OSPIRG said. Cancer has been
linked to chemicals reported in 4 million
pounds of releases and reproductive problems
to those reported in 19 million pounds, the
group said.

The two industries reporting the most re-
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