Editorial

Old growth battle
needs solution now

Last vear, environmentahists and timber industry
officials reached an uneasy temporary accord over old
wrowth stands. As part of a Department of the Interior
bill, Congress governs the amount of trees harvested
and what old-growth stands will be protected

A section of the bill also delves into legal aspects
ol the controversy by preventing future lawsuits re-
garding spotted owls on congressionally approved old-
growth legislation. This section was designed to put an
end to the constant and numerous legal challenges en-
vironmentalists launched against the timber industry

Now, there 1s a new lawsuit pending over the
planned Cowboy timber sale in the Umpqua national
forest. (The sale is going through despite resistance
within the Forest Service ) Environmentalists found
their legal weapons hadn't all been stripped away;
they were able to find 4 contestable point in the Hat
field rider (regarding the fragmentation of existing
stands) that allows them to enjoin the sale

So the ceasefire is over; those darn environmental-
ists are stopping the works with their pesky lawsuits
One can hardly blame them. The environmentalists
have no room to back down: they must stand firm on
every issue. This philosophy leads to short accords

Somehow . someway. there needs to be an end to
the whole controversy. That is done by sitting down
and hashing the thing out, point by point. Constant
lawsuits and dragging legal feet isn’t the way to do it

But when will this time happen? lronically, there
was the decision this weekend by state Democrats to
reject a old growth logging ban in their gubernatorial
platform. The reasons for this are many, but most boil
down to just one thing — political maneuvering

The Democrats did include in their platform a call
for stricter control on how much timber would be cut
but backed off from a total logging ban because of the
possible loss of loggers votes such a ban would create

Local Democrats, particularly U.S. Rep. Peter De-
Fazio, have usually been connected with environmen-
tal concerns. DeFazio has used his position to protect
many old growth stands, But calling for a ban on the
biggest industry in Oregon was perceived as political
suicide. With the party already sulfering from the cam-
paign finance debacle and other scandals, state Demo-
crats aren’t in any position to make bold proposals.

Pandering 1o both sides, industry and environmen-
talist, 1s never going to solve the state’s old growth is-
sue. The state's leaders, and would-be leaders. need to
tackle the issue head on
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Althoueh officials  said  the
1,000 ballots that were overlooked did not
change the election results, can voters really
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box full of ballots off of a table in the el
tions office was forgotten, what else might
have been overlooked ?

The need for another election is espe
clally crucial when one considers how close
the decisions were in a couple of cases. For
example, the mix-up mayv have cost Lane
Community College more than $700,000 thal
it desperately needs to repair leaky roofs and
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Voters defeated LOCC s request for a prop
erty tax levy 28,573 votes 1o 27.968 voles, by
4 margin of 605, The levy would have al-
lowed the college to continue without
raising taxes to receive $725,000 a vear
until 1995 for building maintenance and
classroom equipment

In addition, the use of mail ballots in fu
ture elections should be suspended until
elections otficials can distribute and collect
the ballots without error. Mail ballots too of
ten in the mail and do not reach
transient groups of people, such as college
students
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