Tuolumne River

GETTING THERE

The American River Touring Associa
tion (ARTA) meels rafters at La (ase
loma General Store, on California
Highway 120, seven miles eas! of
Groveland. and transports them fo and
from the river

PLANNING

It you're a real daredevil, raft the
Tuolumne in early May. when the wa-
fer 15 high and flowing swiftly. White-
water wimps should wait until the end
of the summer

ARTA sends raffers a list of camping
equipment and clothes to pack, and 3

renfs sleeping bags and tents. Contact
ARTA for reservations and information
al Star Rt 73, Groveland, (A 95321,
800-323-2182

SLEEP CHEAP

For accommodations before and after
the rafting trip. try Yosemite National
Park The park has cabins for $38 75
10 §51.25 a night af the Yosemite
Lodge, and tent cabins in the Tuolu
mne Meadows Lodge for $29 a night
tor reservations and information on
park lodging. call 209-252-4848

FEAST FOR THE LEAST

The Evergreen Lodge. an old log
building in Groveland s woods, may be
secluded. bul most everyone finds his
or her way there in the summer for
burgers (85951 pasta. steak (about
$10), and ofher specialties (Highway
120, off Evergreen Road
209-379-2606). The Iran Door Grill
on Highway 120 in Groveland. has $4
fo §5 burgers and an old-fashioned
soda fountain that serves $3 50
shakes (209-962-6244)

A CCES S

AFTER HOURS

Groveland 15 rather desolale, so the
Historic Iron Door Saloon downtown is
yout best bet The bar, decoraled with
stuffed foxes, bison heads, and other
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creatures, claims fo be the oldes! sa-
loon in California (est. 1852) The live
music on weekends draws a rowdy
crowd of locals and fourists

Other Rivers

Spring 15 usually the best time for
white-water rafting: rivers aren’
crowded and the water is high. If you
plan to go in the summer, though.
make reservahions af least two months
in advance And look for a dam-con
frolled river if the summer’s been dry

To find ouffitters, write to these
associations for free regional direc-
tories: The Eastern Prolessional River
Outtitters Association. 531 §. Gay 5.
Suite 600, Knoxville, TN 37902
615-524-1045. and The Weslern
River Guides Association. 360 §
Monroe, Suite 300, Denver. (0
80209. 303-377-4811

Also. the River Travel (enter 11 2
clearinghouse for more than 100 op
erators Contact 15 Riverside Dr, P.O

10 Miles

Box 6, Point Arena, (A 95468,
800-882-7238. for cheap student
frips on California rivers — 544 a
day- call OQutdoor Adventures al the
University of Califormia at Davis at
916-752-1995

The five rivers below are
some of the best in the coun-
| try. and you can raft each of
them in three days or less in

~ 1 the spring and summer

Ocoee River, Tennessee
(Class I-1¥)

River Runner magatine
called the Ocoee. which
flows through the rugged
(herokee National Forest of
tast Tennessee. one of the 10 best
white-water strefches in the Unifed
States. The river 15 four and a half
miles long, but the rapids are almost
continuous And since the lTennessee
Valley Authority requiates the Ocoee’s
flow, you can coun! on wild rapids |ike
the Class I¥ Hell Hole all summer
Trips average $20 1o $32 a day

Rogue River, Oregon (Class 1)

This national wild-and-scenic river,
known for ifs salmon fishing and wild-
life, flows for 33 miles through the
Siskiyou Mountains of southwest Ore-
gon. Although rapids like Blossom Bar
make many a slomach lurch, calmer
strefches and warm swimming side-
pools allow rafters a chance fo calch
their breath. Af camp, rafters may see
deer graznng nearby or hear black
bears crashing through the fores
Trips average $100 to $150 a day

Penobscol River, Maine (Class 11I-V)
The wes! branch of this river in north-

central Maine fears through Ripo-
genus Gorge and offers spectacular
views of Mount Kafahdin, the state’s
highest point. This river has twice the
volume of water and half the crowds of
the Ocoee, and somefimes it seems as
if there's no lefup between rapids. For
instance, right affer the Class V Crib-
works rapid, rafters have to paddle
fiercely o maneuver through the rocks
and tunnels of the Class V Extermina

tor. No one stays dry. A one-day
aulumn trip 15 a great way fo see fall
colors. Trips average $75 a day.

The Cataract Canyon Section of the
Colorado River, Utah (Class V)

This siretch of the famous Colorado
River squeezes through the sandstone
spires and cliffs of Utah's deepest
canyon in Canyonlands National Park
Run this river in the spring, when high
flows result in the biggest white-water
in the United States. Big Drop II, the
largest rapid on the run, plunges
down a steep staircase of water be-
tween 5,000-fool-high canyon walls
After navigating if, rafters must avord
Satan’s Gul — one of the mos! freach-
erous holes on the river. Trips average
$100 a day

Klamath River, California (Class Ill)
This section of the Klamath (the river
aclually begins in Oregon) runs
through the forested canyon of the
Siskiyou Mountains in Northern Cali-
fornia_ I's profected from overuse un-
der the state’s wild-and-scenic-river
acl. The Klamath has the reputation as
the most reliable summer river in the
stale, even in a drought, Class Il
rapids like Hamburg Falls and Rattle
snake (reek rarely dry up. And be
ware: this is Bigtoot terrifory. Trips
average $70 to $100 a day
—Flizabeth Robbins
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