Editorial

Idaho strikes blow
to Roe vs. Wade

Call it what vou will, but the Idaho Legislature has
fired the first salvo in the abortion debate Tnoa move
that has lit a tire under every abortion activist
against, a small group of lawmakers has made
could prove to be o fatal strike against
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abortion in every case except severe fetal detormity

non=statutory rape reported witl

SOMEe cases ol incest

in a seven-dav time frame. and when birth waould pose
a lite-threatening risk to the mother

lhe documaent now sits on ldaho Gov, Jim Andrus
desk . Though he has committed himsell to some sort of
a decision by Saturday., Andrus thus tar has Kept silent
on what action he will take

The debate was trigeered by the national Right to
Life: arganization, which sponsored the bill in the Ida
ho Legislature. The measure is the same ane the group

has tried to 1SS off on other states, only to be dented
Some have sad 1t is too steingent, and might get strack
thie 11 S SUpren I'he Kight to Lite
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the bill as Wadle

down tl'\ C.our

avehicle to test Roe vs

Mro-chotce and [ares life '-!||;]u|11q'r‘. have Hooded Hhe
statee with phone calls and letters. trving o sswav An
drus to thew side. The National Orgamzation tor Wom

en s trving o implement a boveolt of Idaho prodocts

(e potatos) if the bill is passed. Despite some pres

stre fromn Tdaho businessmen Wallrning him of the of

fercts of such a boveott, Andras claims coonomies wil
nal be the basis ol his decision

While o boyveott would send o strong message 1o
ldaho lawmakers. one wonders at the feasibnhity. A
strong boveott (which s by no o means o sure thing)
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I ople who may actually oppose the new law
such as NeDaonalds. refuse
it turns into a hollose threat
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would greatly damage the COOnOmy
b COrporabions
the boyeaott
Fhe decision to tighten the abortion laws shoold
ol have been made by the legislature, Such a contro
vierstal tapic necds to be put in front of the voters. On
Wednesday, the Tewislatore Killed o measure which
would have put the issue on the ballot Thas cowardly
display of constituency distrust retlects badly on the
fbaho Law makers -
Fathen A rus
It's the proverbial no-win
whatever he decides will anger a substantial portion ol

the population. The question remains whether the Re
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oviel situation. because

[rlll||ll an-dominated legislature |n1\~vt'-t the bill because
the members were tundamentallv opposed to abortion
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Our pasition on abortion remains the same
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OF Saw 1 as d means to "Andrus
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be too late, we

Roe vs Fhough it may

| THE IDAHO LEGISLATURE HAS PASSED A LAW MAKING DOCTORS CRIMINALS
! FOR PERFORMING ARCRTIONS ON DEMAND,

EWEB rate hike, recall are necessary

Hack in Febroary, the Eugene Water and
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increase and instead ended up hirimme EWER

Bowrd held a meeting to discuss rate
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Crerneral Nanager Jean Reeder

he ensuing controversy ki ||f the board
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an B percent increase in
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redse of $4 55 a4 month

board also passed

steam rates and a 5 percent hike in water

rates

he rate hike was oniginally proposed by
EWER's
bond rating has dropped over the

Kol to  hoost
EWER'S
past tew vears amd Reeder I'IIIFH'I!
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ash  reserves
a larger

reserve would encourage new invest

Athough the rate hike is a bit spendy
especially tor student budgets

EWER has a nation
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s neces
Siry widle reputation as

power company. Keeping a

high bond rating will ensure the company’s
ability to expand and experiment

At this point, the rate hike is taking a
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\ coalhition called Citizens lor A Respon
sthle EWEB formed i March to gather
natures tor a recall of EWEDB President Den
nis Vice President Randall Thwin
and board member Rob Willis

So tar recall backers sav thev have gath

Solin

stenatures to getl recalls tor
both Solin and Fhwing on the ballot. They
are confident they will gather enough signa
tures to put Willis™ name on the recall ballot

as well
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Phe recall is an important issue and the
Public outcry over

the methods used by these board members to
fire Reeder Organizations
of such size and importance to the commu

viters deserve a say in it

was tremendous
nity need to make their decisions out tn th
apen

I'he three board members who voted to
oust Reeder have been accused of violating
Oregon Public Meeting Laws: that in itself is
enough to warrant a recall. Their behind
theescenes planning and scheming to have
remaoved a horrid example ol
public policy
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I'he recall is Because ol
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areat deal of publi

has lost &

hose three

their actions
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;:l:'| I\r-lrniill:.l- \iTult'..::Ll:i:w! ir::-l B S back seat to Reeder’s I.I1|1|nu-|w,{l tiring and members should at least be held up to l'”i‘]“
and the possible recall of three members of — scrutiny. Whether they are recalled or not is
the EAWER board up to the voters
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Abuses

(regon  state Senator (7
‘Cub™ Houck's lawyers are be

States
ing supported n their quest to

nor can apply to
hide the growing malicious and
arrogant abuses of public trust,
officials
held to a higher, not lower, eth
weal standard of conduct

Both the Oregon and United
constitutions
signed to Limit officials’ pow-

la target of Ethics Commission
proceedings),  lawyers John
Del.orenzo, and “relorm”™ ol
Oregon  Government  Ethics
Commission structure and pro
ceedings, which yvou, the intel-
ligent Oregonian. must object
to by letters and phone calls to
all Oregon representatives and

must he

were de

control 1.|u- Oregon Government ers. and protect our civil rights senators. And vour local me
Ethics Committee, to lIh-- \ultli'l(‘ by the oversight of a free press dia(s)!
destructive  extent  that  they G , . i
have undermined the public per United States Constitution,
L Amendment 1, and  Oregon Norman Keith Chase

usefullness of Oregon’s Com Constitution

mission on Judicial Fitness and

Article 1,

Sec- Eugene

Disability. by suggesting that:

e (iregon State Bar member
lawyers and their costly plead
ing and practice torms control
said committee prog r't'till\}:-\.

e Public complaints, invelving
abuses of public office, or mal
be restricted by a sea

others.

teasance

of technicalities

The Emerald will attempt to print all letters contain-
Ing comments on topics of interest to the University
community. Comments must be factually accurate
and refrain from personal attacks on the character of

Letters Policy.
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