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Local elections rife

with controversies i
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Usually. school board and county levy elections
don’t have much controversy. But Tuesday's local
election provided more furor than expected. with
charges of racism and “‘pro-sodomy™ flving all over
the place.

First, the Position 5 seat for the Eugene School
Board. Incumbent Tom Heger narrowly beat challenger
Jeff Hovt, 11.541 to 10,299, according to unotficial re-
turns. The race was marred by an Oregon Citizen Alli-
ance newsletter that labeled Heger — a steadfast propo-
nent of gay rights — as “"pro-sodomy " Hovt. a mem-
ber of the local OCA board. received that organizations
support,

Hoyt and OCA actions in this election were noth-
ing short of ridiculous. The whole controversy smacks
ol a desperate political ploy to throw mud on a highly-
qualified candidate. Gay rights had nothing to do with
the necessary qualifications for a school board mem-
ber, and it is repulsive that Hoyt and his cronies tried
to direct the election spotlight away from critical poli-
Cy issues,

Heger. a pastor at the University, rightly contends
the debate took away from the real issues of the cam-
paign. That his margin of victory was so small goes to
show how narrow-minded and idiotic some people in
supposedly “liberal”” Lane County can be.
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The Emerald will attempt to print all letters contain-
ing comments on topics of interest to the University
community. Comments must be factuallv accurate
and refrain from personal attacks on the character ol
others.
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