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A 4 percent sales tax
may be best option

As the May primaries get closer and closer. once
again evervbody is talking about sales tax proposals.

The subject of a sales tax is not a new one to Ore-
gon voters. Eight times. there has been some sort of a
sales tax proposal on the ballot. Eight times. voters
have shot it down; usually by overwhelming numbers.

In the pasl. it has been difficult for sales tax propo-
nents to get bipartisan support. If one side liked the
praposal, the other side usually was against it. Such is
the nature of politics. Bul times change. and so do
apinions.

Bath front-running gubernatorial candidates, Dem
ocrat Barbara Roberts and Republican Dave Frohnmay-
er, support a 4 percent sales tax proposal which will be
on the May ballot. Voters will comment on five differ
ent sales tax options. All the measures are advisory

Why the sudden support for a historically unpopu
lar tax? Because the Oregon public education system is
a dinosaur. The state government contributes less than
40 percent of education costs. forcing local lawmakers
to rely on property taxes lo finance the rest of the
budget. The system is talling apart. as
creasingly sinking into debt because local voters keep
turning down property tax levies
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Of all the options, the 4 percent sales tax seems to
be the best one. Only goods, not services, would be
taxed. An estimated $900 million would be raised
slashing property taxes on homes and businesses in
half.

There are many drawbacks to a sales tax. As far as
progressive laxes go. a sales tax isn’'t one ol them. Bul
the sad. simple, blunt and honest trath is that Oregon
needs another source of revenue

Orvegon voters avoid any sort of new tax as if it
were the black plague. However, the education syvstem
cannot keep running as is. Schools will go bankrupt
soon unless the whole system is changed from the bot-
tom up. Continued short-term measures and quick so-
lutions won't work anymore.

Support for a sales tax from this side is qualified
The idea to make it part of the state constitution makes
sense. In addition, there should be some sort of a
freeze on increasing the percentage. Both gubernatorial
candidates are right in wanting to keep future law-
makers from tampering with the tax.

If past form holds true, this tax proposal will not
be a popular one with voters. But before anvone rejects
it out of hand, they should think about the implica-
tions. Unless some sort of a new tax form is passed, the
state education system will not function for very long.
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Sell-serve gas is an issue that pops uj
from time to time. especially in election

Frohnmaver was wise to leave the is
sue largely before the voters and state repre
sentatives
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For thee most part, Frohnmayer's opinion
continues the state's commitment to
serve ban. This is a prohibition we'd like o
see continued; bringing self-serve to Oregon
would eliminate 20,000 jobs and would not
contrary to conventional wisdom. do any
thing to lower the price of gas (some recent
studies have found that self-serve prices an
about the same as full-serve prices)
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