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___Editorial

Graduating in four years
is just a dream for many

They are a dying breed. Evidence shows that this
species is heading toward extinction at a rapid pace,
and we can’t do much to stop their demise.

How many students do vou know are going to get
out of college—with a degree—in four vears? Probably
not many. According to a study done by the registrar's
office. only 20 percent of University students are grad-
uating in four years’ time.

On top of that, the study shows that at least every
other student enrolled will leave school without a de-
gree, either by dropping out or taking time off with
plans to return.

University President Myles Brand is reportedly
warried about this recent information, and he wants to
find a way to improve the statistics. But he may be
fighting a losing battle, in our opinion.

Nationwide, the data concerning graduation rates
is just as grim as it is here. A recent report showed that
only 15 percent of students at four year colleges really
get out in four years. Reasons given for the delay in-
clude having to drop out temporarily to earn more
money for school, accepting internships that delay
graduation, and taking time out to study abroad.

Other students, of course, simply drop out, and the
University has no way to keep track of what has hap-
pened to them.

To deal with the drop-out problem at the Universi-
ty, Brand has established a task force to look into long-
range planning for undergraduate education. The
group would examine the way academic advising is
structured to determine where problems may arise con-
cerning the failure to graduate.

Such a task force will probably be helpful in some
ways, such as to figure out at what point most students
bail out. But a task force isn't going to improve the
mass rate of extinction for four-year graduates.

When four-year colleges and universities were es-
tablished, parents played a much larger role in paying
for higher education for their children. The majority of
students didn't try to hold a part-time job while in
school, mainly because they didn’t have to.

In addition, opportunities to study abroad or to ob-
tain an internship weren't as accessible to students.
Nowadays, students who participate in an exchange
program greatly increase their chance for lucrative ca-
rears. And it's almost imperative that students obtain
an internship before they move out into the real world.

With college costs skyrocketing and family in-
comes straggling farther and farther behind those
costs. there is no mystery to why students take longer
to graduate. In many cases, taking a while to get a de-
gree is simply a matter of survival in the world of aca-
demia.
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Yeah, | can read it: '"VOTE FOR GEORGE BUSH, THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRESIDENT".

New majority leader deserving of post

On Mondav, the chaotic mess that the
state Demaocratic had  straiehtened
out a hittle bit when Rep. Carl Hosticka (1)
Fugene] was named as the new
jority leader

Calli s

House ma-

Hosticka takes over from David Dix (1)-
Fugene) who '~T!'|Illl'l[ down last week atter
suftering through months of public eriticism
resulting from campaign finance rule viola
ttons and a nmlir-r-lpu'HT tine from the Secre
tary of State office. Dix has since said he

will seek reelection to his House seat

I'he furor raised by the controversy |

who tace a ma

severcly hurt the Democrats
I[8]] ili'i'.‘l‘-lll heht tor control
during November elections
Democrats hold a shim 32-28 majority, bhut
political experts have said the campaign fi
nance issue might tip the scales

the Republicans

I favor of

After Dix's Democrats
needed a strong leader to take control of the

['hey

resignation, the

caucus and retorm the party selected

Hosticka
In Hosticka, the

A ority

Demaocrats are getting a

leader tully capable of doing the

I!II'..'-\I'
Currently. the

The House Democrats chose Hosticka
over Rep. Hruce Hugo (D-Scappoose) an
other capable Lawmaker. For
he has been chatrman of the House Revenue
and School Finance committes, which is the
main tax-writing body in the House. He has
been a leader to revanp the state tax system
and shift the burden of government finance

from the state’s poor and middle class

LW Sessions

Eugene residents are very familiar with
Hosticka and his record. Not only does he
represent the area, but he 1s also a Universi
ty professor in the Planning, Public Polic

Fhough he
aive up some ol his teaching re
take the majority  leader
spot. he 1s going to a position trom which he

and Management departiment
will have to
sponsibilities to

can better help the University and the entire

state higher education systerm

Hosticka's legislative record on school
well-documented . He has
stantly sought a4 wayv to i1t'||| support educa
Liomn
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and pul more tunds n

public school cotfers. He is

governiment
cotmitied to e
torming the Oregon education svstem. He

has been a friend to the [niversity

So we shouldn't fret too much about the mass ex- job. This vear, he will be running tor a fifth Fhe new majority leader faces a daunt
tinction of four-year graduates. They just aren’t com- term in the Legislature, and he has proved  ing task in rebuilding the House Democratic
])il'ihll! \\-'i”l S()l':i(!l_\.’ anvmore, himselt 1in the Jrast Qe berng o el ]!E.i\l':l Caucus It anvbody can it the joh done

on the House Hoon nowever, 1t is Carl Hosticka
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It also means that vou have to ipuite watertight

with me and a Ihen we have the pro-choice

Finn John
English/political science

any sense of permanence or re
sponstbility to the community
if they should choose to trans

Greg Ringer
Geography
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