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Victim reveals recent sexual assault “OVers

By Jennifer Ryan
The Lumberjack

Although police reports state
there have been no reported sex-
ual assaults on campus for the past
three years, students now are
coming foward with stones of such
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s a St. Francis freshman in
1953, Desiderat: gave hittle f
any, thought to threats
student
consider college a dangerous place

of campus vio
lence. Like most s, she did not
“In college you're thrown into a situ
ation with people you don't |\w-\x in an
often very 1-0[ ited situation
Desiderat: savs. “That's wmvt!:".-' |
didn't consider then. [ was very young,
very naive
‘l‘i!(’!'l' 15
how safe America’'s campuses are, since
very few colleges and umversities show

really no way of knowing

their erime statistics to the public or
any external agency Only 10 percent of
America's colleges and un
provide statistics for the FBI's annual
crime report,

y limit student press access Lo campus

iversities

and many schools severe
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Stories like Desiderati’'s have con
advo

that

pare:

vinced many students
1] lators

cacy groups and

violent crime on
campus must be dispelled. And many

feel that erime s a growing danger that

mystery surrounding

not all umiversities and colleges are

adequately addressing

Critics ue that universities,
compete for a hmited pool of students,
have downplayed the danger ar -
encourared student n £ s
are afrard 1t's going to hurt their ability
to attract prospective students. It can

ren't domg their job, that
t sate, and a lot ot poten

savs Mark Goodman, exe

nt I’!r’:.‘

which ha
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partment is relatively low, sexual
~eaavlta do oc ‘ur on campus.

‘| grabbed the comforter off my bed, ran out of the
room and | remember crying and crying and yell-
ing to his friends to get him out of my room.’

- student sexual assault victim

of ‘date-rape
pl!l cases wer
“er ey were

on the rise on U,
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She did not know every pt
in the group and when thr
them left to find another
she found herself alone 1

room with an Arizona Stat
ver<ity student she had neve l 'n'

Unsc
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Rape: Many victims COIl|
know their attackers e!

o lege Campuses

€U student
drla was rict

In the absence of school-provided
statistics, researchers have performed
studies to tlluminate the problem The
following are often cited
= 31 students were murdered
between January 1987 and
September 1985, according to
a USA Today study
a An estimated 11n 4 college women
is the victim of rape or attempted
rape every six months, according to
a study performed by U of Anzona
Professor Mary Koss
= 80 percent of violent erimes against
students are commutted by another
student, according to a Towson
State U., Md. study
» 80 percent of campus violence 18
related, according to
at Towson

aleohol

another study
Yet both researchers and victims
believe many students are unaware ol
the Pl'lil']l‘l[:

“Students want to think that when
hrough the g
anctuary,” says

”I"_\ walk t 1Les \PT.ﬁ'-'!\-"':"".

thevre walking intoa s
Jan Shernll, director for the Center fo
the Study and Prevention of Campus
lF'owson State Md
rumne on campuses

Violence at
“There’s less violent ¢
than typically across the country, but

we on campuses seem less able to deal

with 1t and protect ourselves from it

because we view gverybpody as safe’

() n Dec. 17, 1983, an intruder
- 1rmed with a ,I‘ \‘l.'.l.'_'lll" '.‘!'

s dormitory unchal

entered Erin
I"" 'f'u'l 1."! proceecded to take six
dents including Erin and her room
mate Young Hee Su hostage After
four of the students, he sho

.I'l." 5 Ol
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]‘.'.".‘ and her roommate

Hell tnat '.'rh"—.' of securtty at
Cornell U. un a mapor factor tha
contributed (o this tragedy

Pat and George Nieswand,

describing in a letter to Cahiforma Sen
Art Torres how their daughter

roommate were killed at Cornell

and her

Propped-open doors, parking lots
with overgrown shrubbery,
hghting and unguarded campus walk
ways are cited by many

campus crime. Parents, l¢

imadequate

as causes of
wislators and
that inst

campus crime experts agree

| security deserves more scrula

\Imt colleges and universities are
not doing all that well with security,”
SAVS }-‘.-I: D'Urso of Campus Security

on, D.C. “This
18 relative

are taking

1 Nieswand and

Hee Su are a case in point, says
) ‘arrington, an attorney for
Secunity on C Their murderer

i ] -
ornell dorm

room through doors that were supposed
to be locked for the weekend. “1t was a
clear violation of security,” he says

The university, although it claimed
its security systems were adequate,
eventually settled out of court with
Nieswand's parents

Creating awareness of such violent
crimes and forcing schools to prevent
them through improved secunty has
become a crusade for Howard and
Constance Clery of P 1|l|l!t slphia. On
April 5, 1986, the Clery's daughter
Jeanne was raped, sodomized, tortured
and strangled to death by another stu
dent at Pennsylvama’s Lehigh U. The
student was later convicted of murder

Erin Nieswand

Killed at Cornell U, 1983

Following an out-of-court settlement
with the umversity, the Clervs founded
Security on Campus, which serves as
both a national political lobby and
informational clearinghouse

“The push for legislation to force col
leges to report crime statistics has come
about largely due to the Clerys,” the
Student Press Law Center’s Goodman
. hike other victims of cam
} us l"‘II‘!"— have said Kflt\ re not gomg

take

."\rum-» universities, responding to the
publicity created by Jeanne
Clery's murder and other prominent
have made visible efforts to
improve safety. Like several other
schools, Lehigh has placed emergency
phones around campus ' '

Nevertheless, Lehigh Vice President
for Student Affairs John Smeaton sees
no connection between lax security and
the murder of Jeanne Clery. “We
reviewed, right after the murder, secu-
rity provisions that were in place at the
time, and determined, through both
internal and external audits, that they
were certainly adequate” -

Administrators at various universi
ties also note that students, who tend
to prop open doors for pizza deliveries
friends, etc., bear some responsibility
for keeping campuses safe

On any large campus 1t1s difficult to
keep build notes New

dings

says. “The

rash of

cases,

secure,

Mexico State U. Police Chief
Nelson. Students sometimes acces
and leave open buildings during off
hours.“The students usually know
when they're not supposed to be in th
buldings, and if they elect to get insid
the buildings they bear some respon
bility.” Nelson says. “It’s a difficult sit
uation for the pohice, We try to nu
rounds every 30 minutes or so, but du
ing that time a building may be ente
bv a student or a faculty member
an ongoing problem ™

According to D'Urso, both univer
ties and students share responsibilit
for erime prevention. The univer
must be careful to provide clear int
mation on where students are allow:
when, and students should
observe those strictures

Even eritics of imstitutions
to campus erime acknowledge that =1
dents have a responsibility for keepu
themselves safe. “A lot of times thu

happen because students are not ¢

respol

ful, they walk alone at mght, etc., sa)
Boston attorney Jeffrey Newman, w!
has represented several ¢
victims 1n successful suits against u!
versities “It's unfair to hold a schoo
to too high a standard of care

At the same time, Newman and othi
argue that many schools must do m
Inl‘t';lL'I:.!l].u't'v}ll,:rlil'r—?::!l{iil!'ti"li":l
ing safety and providing informat

ampus o n

‘:.‘i" they will do 1s never
the “Hr or encourage nert
2o to the district attorney and pres
Thev
pyschological counseling and then th
The victin 1s

transferred and the rapist stavs or

Wil /i 2iue aer

eriminal charges
[.!ri'l'U! sells her out
campus

Howard Clery, parent of mu
dered Lehigh student Jeanne Cler)
estifying before a California Senat

Special Committee, June 5, 1954

In addition to being cited for insuth
clent security, many
criticized for insensitivity to campus
crime vietims, particularly women wh
have been raped

Women's advocates say institution
share responsibility for
social ethos that says rape is tolerable
and may somehow be the womans
fault

“Rape 1s the most prevalent violen!
crime problem on college campuses
says Gail Abarbanel, director of the
Rape Treatment Center in Santi
Monica, Calif , which treats an estimal
ed 1.000 rape victims per year. “Collegs
age 1s the most vulnerable age for rapt
It’'s an epidemic problem on colleg:
campuses, and one of the reasons 1
happens so often is it's never dealt wit!
by the colleges

A survey of college womer

universities it

tostering

1. conducted



