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Dix shouldn’t give
up his House seat

Ovevon Democrats suffered a majon I:“!!”- al
this woek David Dix (1:-Eugene) decided
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When Wiederaender's role in the controversy swas
exposed. he resigned from Dix's office. When the fine

Dix immediately said he would pay the
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amount for which he was personally hable
some in his party were calling for him to step down
from the majority leader position. it looked fike Iix
would weather the storm

Hut .||_.rp.111'||[]‘. thiee whole 1ssue ot 1o be Loo mu h
tor s His announcement came as a surprise o many
mcluding those o the Democratic caucus

Dix stepping down s just another problem the
Democrats will have to face. With a primary barely two
manths awav, there is still much to do. The majority
leader helps choose candidates for the Legislature. A
new party leader 1s scheduled to be elected Monday
but it will be some time betore the Democratic caucus
mess will be stramghtened out

At his Salem press conlerence Dix said he s unde
cided about has Iilllilll al future. He has not ||H]|r"| him
self out of the District 44 race vet, and he shouldn't. I
he decides not to run again, the state will lose a very
( .:|J-|hll- legislator

Dix has proven himself to be a friend of the Unives
sitv. In both the 1987 and 1989 sessions. he fought for
higher education interests and lobbied for state tund
ing of intercollegiate athletics. He has been responsible
for the Sports Action lottery game and many other Uni-
versity-ariented bills

Anvbody who has ever seen Dix operate on the
House floor knows what an effective lawmaker and
leader he is. He can best be described as fiery, strong-
willed and passionate. He cares deeply tor the state, as
well as his constituents, and it is reflected in his per-
formance

Fhough it is ultimately his decision. Dix should
run for the House again. Give the voters an opportunity
to decide whether he has served well, If they want him
as their representative, they'll vote for him. If they
think the controversy has affected his legislative abili-
ty. they won't
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Student code changes worthy of notice
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ate because these changes are usually the
result of months of anguish from the few
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Fwao recent changes in student conduct
i voare worth noting. The first, concern
versity treatment of mentally il stu
demts caueht i cases of academic dis
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LV the last vear, we've raised one cot
n or another with proposals that would
chanege how mentally all students are pra
e tedd from conduct code sanctions and how
th | itk thal protection
|!:' :-III sl T W NERE :"-!.\" Lis |!.‘..|'I e
iste 1k 11 Hest revision, academ
11l ] nar sanctions are ‘-i‘|,|.l[.|l1':1
NOw student .‘i.:?-;l'-i with academic dis
honesty w A their grades re-evaluated
10 retlect the dishonesty, but no further dis

I'his seems like a good compromise. Il
makes hq'.illnl_; an unattractive risk tor those
who would teign mental illness, vet is not

unduly harsh on those who do suffer trom it

Another change, this time in policy
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In 1988, then-University President Pau
Olum drafted a committee to examine th
ievance  issue. Again,  alter months ol
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David Dix should stay. ciphinary actions will be brought against  change one that could potentially attect
them good number of students
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