Editorial "

IFC policy changes
right for the times

If you've been reading the Et als and Incidental Fee
Committee reports in the paper recently, vou'll recog-
nize the IFC has been putting in some overtime. Two
meetings a week, each lasting several hours. have been
necessary for the committee to catch up in the budget
process it is several weeks behind on.

To ease its burden, the IFC recently enacted two
policy changes. The policy changes were small but
necessary, and it's good to see them in place

The first was the announcement that the [FC would
zero-fund groups that fail to show up for their budget
hearings The groups facing zero-tunding do get the
chance to submit a written notice explaining their ab-
senleeism

Phe change has been mostly met with justifiably

lavorable responses although some are concerned JF(

hasn't worked hard enough to contact groups coming
i Lor ri W

Al we can sav here that communicalion is a
two-way street. The groups themselves clearly need to
take more interest in the budeet process oo \I”I.Il

ently, ASUO received several groups’ budget requests
long after deadlines had passed. The groups can con
tact their 1FC members to keep abreast of when their
hearings are. But to make things easier, the Oregon
Dailv Emerald has started listing in the Et als what
groups are up for review, at the request of 1k

Fhe second 1FC policy change was the removal of
an internal limit that held the committee from slashing
the budget of any student group by more than 10 per
cent a vear

Fhat policy change was erroneously reported as a
25 percent limit in the Feb. 16 Emerald and was the
cause of some concern. As it currently stands. state ad-
ministrative rules (the “"Clark Document’’) already pro-
hibit the IFC from underfunding any student group on
campus for more than six vears. The new IFC stance is
not in violation of the Clark Document.

The 10 percent ceiling was removed because of the
current incidental fee budget mess. Right now, because
the University is paring enrollment down to a more
reasonable level, the IFC must also roll back program
funding or face increased incidental fees this spring. In
some cases, the committee is trying to cut more than
10 percent.

The IFC internal limit did exist for a reason, and in
a future. less chaotic financial situation it should be re-
turned. The policy existed to try and prevent IFC from
grinding political axes by removing or crippling stu-
dent programs they disliked. Last year's hullabaloo
over Oregon Commentator funding demonstrated that
political preferences can enter the IFC arena. where
they don't belong.
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Skateboarders deserve a real place to roll

Y Ot re W k11 fown thie {reet . ety 'he task torce also recommends solicitn
by when suddenls volunteers from the Bov Scouts to work al

| i [ behind I thie tacilities
back. You turn to see a mob of skateboarders Besides the tire marks and scrapes the
barreling straeht tosmard vou., Luckily, vou skaters leave on public buildings the nisk of
are able to avord a direct hit as the skaters  serious anjury is bound to be much greate
dash past vou a | procecd to pertorm some than it would be if the skaters had aenuine
oretty bitchin® moves along the way tacilities to play on

(BT re | { ha thesr tun, vou think ll'rljn'lll'llh ol the skateboard PO sl
das vour strogele to stilll vour beating heanrt seem o feel the sport is only a passing fad
But can’'t they have that tun somewhere  that we may end up with unused and expen
else” Well, no, because the city doesn’t pro sivee expanses ol pavement in a few vears
vide an outlet tor skateboarders at the mo But evidence runs pretty contrary to such a
nent suspicion.  Skateboarders in Eugene  have

Fonight at 10, the Joint Parks Commit been around for at least 20 vears, and they
tee will hold a public hearing at City Hall to

discuss the possibility of building legitimate

don’t seem o be losing interest in the sport
I'he suggestion for building skateboard

. , : :
skateboard tacilities. A task force was cre tacilities 15 ideed warranted . But it doesn't
ated last August to investigate the need for - exactly stand to reason that we need 10 of
such structures in Eueene which has an es these structures. After all, the city has only a

timated 800 ta 1,000 skateboarders
I'he task force has decided that the need
is so great that, not one. but 10 of these facil

couple of roller skating rinks and one 1ce
skating nink; ten skateboarding structures
seems a bit excessive

One of Mavor Jeff Miller's primary is
sues in his state of the city address was the
need tor more recreational facilities and op
portunities for the citv’s youth. A few skate
hu.!ltllll‘.{ structures will hl'i[} to satisty this
which it is hoped  yalid goal, and it will also make those
could be covered by tederal and state grants deckheads foel prety rad . dude

ities should be constructed. Eight of the
structures would be buillt near each of Eu
LEeNe S middle schools, due to the dverage
age ol skateboard  aticionados
building the structures is  estimated at
SHOCMM) to S100.0000
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